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Pradtical Diſcourſe 


UPON 


CHARITY, 


HAT infinitely Wiſe 
and Benefrcent Being 
that made che World: 
- to communicate” him: 
tac wo his Creatures,- and to make 
them Partakers - of his Goodnefs, 
hath given ſuck Laws of Virtue 
to. Mankind; as ferve; not on 


to prepare us for the endleſs Feli- 


cities of another Life; bur alſo tO 
| Þ mx's2 


2 A Prattucal Diſcourſe 
make us in a great meaſure happy 
in this. For thoſe Virtues arc 
Copics of God himſelf, Tran- 
ſcripts of his own moſt Bleſſed 
Narure ; and therefore they muſt 
neceſſarily. tend to make us hap- 
py, becauſe God himſelf 1s happy 
in them. God's Happineſs conſ1- 
ſteth in the admirable Perfections 

_ of his Nature; and the higher 
we riſe 1n theſe Perfections, the 
greater degrees of Happineſs we 
muſt necds attain to, becauſe wc 
approach the nearer unto God , 
in the reſemblance of whom the 
truc and ſold Happineſs of Man- 
kind doth confiſt , though the 
corrupt part of the World doth 
evermore place it in other Things. 
Thoſe Virtues. I now ſpeak of 
arc the Divine Perfe&tions which 
are the Rule of God's Actions to- 
wards Mankind : As, the _— 
2 | and. 
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and ' Holineſs of- his Nature ,, by 
means whereof he hateth all man- 
ner of Inquiry; his Eflential Ve- 
racity, by reaſon whereof he can- 
not lye; his Faihfulneſs in the 
performance of all his Promiſes, 
upon which account he 1s empha- 
tically called , The. faithfal- God, 
. Deut. 7. 9. His Patience and Long- 

ſuffering towards the greateſt Cri- 
minals, not willins that any fheuld 


! periſh; the exact Rectitude of his 


Will, by means whereof he offers 
nor the leaſt Injury to any part of 
the Creation, but 1s Righteous 
and Juſt in all his-Proceedings : 
Bur above all his infinite Compaſ- 
ſion, (a God full of Compaſſion he 
- 18 called» Pſal. 86. t5.) by vircuc 
whereof he 1s Gracious, Merciful, 
flow to Anger, - and plenteous in 
Goodneſs. Theſe Perfection the 
evcr-bleſſed God communicares 
B 2 ro 
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to Mankind, according 'to their 
Capacities ; and in the exerciſe of 
theſe Virtues doth our true Hap- 
pineſs conſiſt. It 1s not Riches or 
Greaecneſs, or any Worldly Enjoy- 
ments, that make our Minds or 
our Liyes happy: Then are we 
happy indeed, when' we are holy 
as God is Holy ; when we. are 
Sincere and -Upright,, Conſtant, 
Patient and Juſt as' God 1s; and 
aboye all, when our Mercy rejoyceth 
over Juſtice, as God's doth ; when 
we_ put on. Bowels of Mercy ; 
when we arc Kind; and Good, 
and 'Tender-hearted towards one 
inother ; when. we forbear one 
another,and forgive one another ; 
in: ſhort, when we love,one ano- 
ther, as God himſelf loves us all: 
Fhis 1s-our greateſt Perfection: & 
Perfectidn recommended to us in 
the Scripture under ſingular Cha- . 

| racters ;' 
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raters; above Faith, or Hope, or 
any other Grace: And in the pra- 
+ <>tice of this Virtue our trueſt 
Happineſs muſt necds conſiſt, :be- 
cauſe ut carrieth the greateſt Re: 
ſemblance of the Divine Nature: 
God # Love, ſaith-'the: Apoſtle; 
1 John 4.8. that is, the Perfection 
of Love, Goodneſs, and Chari: 
is in him. 

In diſcourſing upon his Subs 
ject, Charity, as 1t relates to Mari: 
kind, it will be neceſſary, ; 


E I, Fiſt, To! explain the, ru 
E-1 Narure of 1t. ; 7 
2. Wn conſider: the! Motiyes 
which ſerve to' make-it, Pra 
heal. -::;-; 
3. To ſhew che Way and Mani 
ner, after which it is to. be 
expreſed.. 


B 3 
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1.-As to theNature of Charity: 
Tr/is ſuch a Principle of Kindneſs 
and:Beneyolence, as doth diſpoſe 
us: to do others all the goed we 
. can; over and above that which 
16'their due by the Laws of Com- 
mon Juſtice. This'is to be noted 
carefully, that we may underſtand 
the difference between Fuftice pro- 
perly fo called, and true Chriftiaz 


Charity. © . 
_The'Office' bf Juſtice" 1s 'to do 
thoſe Things which a Man hath a 
CiviÞRighe unto; Things which 
he can <laim and: challenge ; 
Things which cannot be 'denied 
him without manifeſt Wrong and 
Injury. Now-'this ; event” Irreli- 
gfous and Hard-hearted' People 
are capable of doing ; nor 1s this 
2 & always 
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upon Charity. 7 
always a Virtue, becauſe it pro- 
ceedeth many times: not from 
Choice, bur Neceſfity. Charity 
1s a Tenderneſs and Goodneſs"of 
Mind, which conſtrains us to'do 
more than what Humane Laws 
oblige -us to. *Tis a Virtue that 
ſtirs the Bowels , that moyes and 
works upon the Aﬀections , that 
extends our Compaſſion, and en- 
larges our Hearts beyond the 
common Limits: A Virtue that 


inclines us to be Benevolent unto 


all Men; to wiſh them all the 
Good their condition calls for ; to 
be Supplicants for it on their be- 
half ac the Throne of Grace; to 
aid and affiſt them towards the 
obtaining of it; and tor the Loye 
of God and for Religion-ſake to 
help them, not only to thoſe 
Things which are really duc from 
Us, but to thoſe Things alſo which 
| B 4 are 
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are neceſjary, fitting, and proper 
for Them, tho* they be not Debts 
In a ſtrict Senſe and Conſtruction. 
In a word, it 15 a Generofity af 


Temper, that 1s apt to ſuit it ſelf 


to the condition of others, accor- 


"Jing to the moving Naturc of 


ther preſent Circumſtances. 

The Rule of - Righteouſneſs 15, 
To render every Man his own; But 
this may be without Charity ; and 
therefore this alone 1s beneath the 
Generous and Noble Diſpoſition 
of a Chriſtian ; it doth not come 
up to the perfect Law of Chriſt : 
Charity, though it hath a mixture 
of Juſtice in it, yet 1t 1s 4 great 
deal more : and that it ' may be 
compleat, as it ſhould be, theſe 


two Qualifications are yery neceſ- 


fary. 
Firſt, 
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Firſt, That it be of the ſame 
Nature with that Aﬀection which 
we have for our ſelves. | | 
- Secondly, That it reſemble that 
great Love which the Lord Jeſus 
expreſs'd tor us all. : 


Firſt, Our Charity to others 
muſt be of- the ſame Nature with 
the Aﬀection we have fot our 
ſelves. This 1s the true Rule of 
Charity,cſpecially as it is heightned 
and - improved by. the Chriſtian 
Religion, 7 hou ſhalt love thy Neigh- 
bour as thy felf ; that is, with the 
ſame good natur'd and kind Aﬀe- 
£tion, though it may be not- in 
the ſame Meaſure and Degree. 

There 1s indeed a-ſort of - Selt- 
| Jove that 1s ſinful, an Aﬀecttion 
that begins and ends at home too; 
When a Man 1s for pleaſing Racy 

a | ſe 
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ſelf only, when he ſeeks his own 
only ; when he makes himſelf the 
fole end of all his Actions; and 
would fain engroſs to himſelf all 
that 1s good and deſirable in this 
World , begradging his Neigh- 
bour any conſiderable Share or 
Proportion of 1t. Now this 1s ſo 
far from being a Rule of Charity, 
that there 1s nothing of Charity 
in it ; nothing more oppoſite 'to 
the true Spirt of Charity, than 
ſuch a ſelfiſh Temper. 

But there 1s too an innocent 
kind of Self-loye, which neceſſa- 
rily riſeth out of a Natural Prin- 
ciple of Self-preſervation ; when 
a Man, notwithſtanding the great- 
neſs and largeneſs of his Mind, 
doth conſult -the Good of others 
ſo, as not to negle& his own, but 
takes a due Care of himſelf in 
the firſt place. This Natural At- 

fection 
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| fection every one hath for him- 
ſelf; and it is attended inſeparably 
with theſe two Properties ; 


Firſt, Every one loves himſelf 
 Unfeignedly and Sincerely. To 
be ſure, there 1s no Flattery, no 
 Prertence, no Compliment in this 
caſe. - Our Aﬀections may be be- 
liev'd and truſted, when they ſpeak 
favourably on our own fide ; for 
no Man ever yet hated his own fleſh : 
We cannot but wiſh our ſelves 
well , and thoſe Wiſhes always 
come from our very Hearts. - And 
according to this Rule the Chri- 
ſtian Law obligeth us to meaſure 
out our Charity ro others : Ir 
muſt be Love without diſſimula- 
tion, Rom. 12.9. Love unfeigned, 
2 Cor. 6.6. Love, not in word, or 
in tongue only, but in deed, and in 
truth, Jam. 3. 18. Under colour 
oh of 
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of Afﬀection to contrive or help 
one anothers Misfortunes, 1s like 
the Charity of him, who betrayed 
the Lord Jeſus with a Kaſs. People 
are not wont to. be Traytors to - 
themſelves after ſuch a manner : 
Though in the Conſequence and 
Event they many '-times prove 
their own Enennes, and the worſt 
Enemues they have ;; yet no Man 
betrays himſelf with Judas his 
Purpoſe ; the Intention on which | 
we all act 1s ſtill levelled at that 

which we believe -or ſuppoſe to 
be good for us : And this 1s pro- 
perly to. loye our Neighbour, as 
ones ſelf ; to be as really ſolict- 
tous for his Welfare :in all xe- 
ſpects, as for ones own; to haye 
che ſame reality and- ſincerity of 
Purpoſe; to be influenced and 
animated with the ſame quality 
and truth of Afﬀection - choug 

the 


- 
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the Caſe 'may admur of a diffe- 
rence as to Proportion. 


| Secondly ,, Another Property 
that attends all innocent Loye of 
our ſelf 1s, that it 1s firm and con- 
flant. Becauſe nt flows from an. 
innate Principle of .Selt-preſerva- 
tion, it muſt of neceſſity hold 
and continue as long as Nature 4t 
ſelf laſteth ; nor can any Circum- 
ſtances, Events, or Diſappoint- 
ments alter any Man's Temper ſo, 
as to render him fickle and un- 
ſteady to himſelf; much leſs du 
folve the ſtrict Band which ties his 
own Heart -to him; faſter than 
that which was between the Souls 
of Jonathan and David, Why 
thus too mult Brotherly Love con- 
tinue , Hebr. 13. 1. becauſe the 
Reaſons of Chariy are cver the 
fame, viz. The Obedience we 
OWE 
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owe to the Law of God, and the 
common Wants among Mankind, 
which always call for our mutual 
Pity and Afſiſtance ; there is a 
conſtant neceſity for our Minds 
to be always benevolently and 
tenderly diſpoſed. And though 
Reſentments may and oftentimes 
do unavoidably happen, by rea- 
ſon of the Ignorances of ſome, 
the Paſſions of others, and the 
Hereditary Infirnuties of us all ; 
yet no Provyocations or Inurics 
muſt affect Men ſo, as to harden 
their Spirits, or fill their Bowels 
with Gall and Wormwood : Since 
the fix'd. Rule is, that we muſt 
Love our Neighbours as our ſelves, 
we are no more permitted to be 
weary of our Charity to other 
Men, than we pernut our ſelves 
to be weary of doing good to 
our own Souls. 
But 
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But there 1s a higher and no- 
bler Rule of Charity yet; and 
- that 1s, to Love one another, as the 
' Lord Jeſus himſelf hath loved us. 
Becauſe the Love even of ones 
felf may be detective, umperfect, 
and nuxed with ſome Alloy ; 
therefore the great Lover of all 
our Souls. hath made his own 
Charity to be the Standard and 
Meafure* of ours. Upon which 
account he calls it, 4 new Com- 
mandment : A New Commandment 
give I unto you, that ye love one 
another ; as I have loved you, that 
ye love one another, John 13. 34. 
In reſpe& of the Marter of it, the 
Law of Mutual Charity 1s an old 
one ; for it hath been written in 
the Hearts of Men from the be- 
ginning, and it was cxprefly given 
to the Jews, Lev. 19. 18. Itisa 
New Commandment 1t- ow of 

that 
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that High and Eminent Degree,to 
which our Bleſſed Saviour hathr 
raiſed 1t. Men's Charity now 
muſt bear-a:Reſemblance of his ;. 
Love one another as I have loved 
you: This is the thing which 
makes 1t a New Commandment 
indeed. | . 
The Scripture ſpeaks of three 
Things eſpecially, which were pe- 
culiarly remarkable: in the Love 


of Chriſt. 
1: Thar he extended his Love 


to open and declared Enenues. 
The 014 Commandment which 
required the Jews to. Love their 
Neighbour as themſelves, permit- , | 
ecd them to Hate an Enemy ; nay, b 
in ſome caſes bound: them to ex- | 
preſs all manner of, Hoitility a- _ 
- gainſt ſuch as were Aliens to the FE 
Faith, and to the Commonwealth =} 
of 
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of Iſrael; But ſaith the Apoſtle; 
God commended his Love to- 
wards us, in that while we were 
yet Sinners,Chriſt died for us ; and 
when we were Enenues, we were 
reconciled to God by the Death 
of his Son, Rom. 5. 8; to: And 
again, when we were alienated, 
and Enemies 'in our Minds by 
wicked Works, Col. 1: 21. That 
s, this was a ſtupendous, a moſt 
amazing Exprefiion of Chriſt's 
Love, that he undertook the great 
Work of Redeeming a profligate 
World, wretched Creatures that 
had bid God defiance, that were 
Haters of all that is Good and 
Holy, and thereby had brought 
_ themſelyes into. a Iofſt and dam- 
nablc condition: And yet this he 
<&d voluntarily; and of his own 
accord, when there was nothing 
Tm the World to moye him to 1t 

GS but 


18 A Prattical Diſcourſe 
but his own infirute Compaſſion, 
and Tenderneſs only. 


2. The ſecond thing that was 
Peculiar and New in the Love of 
Chriſt , was, that he was before- 
hand with his Enemies in theſe 
Expreſſions of his Goodneſs to 
them. . 7e have not choſen me, but 
I have choſen you , John 15. 16. 
And, Herein is Love, not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us, 
1 John 4. 10. Meaning, that this 
is a clcar and aſtoniſhing demon- 
tration of his Goodnefs, thar in 
tranſacting the myſterious buſi- 
neſs of Reconcilatien, he was 
pleaſed to have the farſt hand 
_ that he prevented us with his own 
carly Offers; and furpriſed us 
with Terms of Peace and Happi- 
neſs, when no. ſuch thing was 
ether deſired , or expected , " 
e-) Q 
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ſo Mich as thought of by the: 
| - Wor Id. | 


* But Thirdly, That which was 
© moſt peculiar of all, moſt em-/ 
- nent and wonderful in the Love of 
Chriſt, was his Dying for his Ene- 
nues: There 1s not in the 01d Com- 
maitdment a Syllable of any Obli- 
gations to ſuch an high degree of 
| Charity as this 1s; of laying down 
| their Lives, no not for their Bre- 
| thren. And one Reaſon of 1t is, 
| becauſe length of Days, and Ter- 
- poral Felicity was the great Re- 
: ward, that was phinly and &x- 
; preſly promiſed under the Law to 
: ſuch as kept it : And therefote 
' they were not bound by any Prin- 
; cls of -pare Charity, to part, for 
1 any Mars fake, with that, which 


7 was the greateſt Bleſſing the Law 


} could give them. $9» that Chriſt's 
Th C 2 dying 
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dying as he did, the Juſt, forthe 
Unjuſt; was: the ſublimeſt a&t of 
Love that could be ; for greater 
Love than this hathy no Man, that 
2 Man /ay down his Life for his 
Friends, John 15. 13.. Only our 
Saviour's own Charky was far 
greater, in laying down his moſt 
prectous Lite even. for his Ene- 
nucs.. ON 

His Commandment therefore, 
that we ſhould love one another 
&s he himſelf hath loved as,. is al- 
together a new one, ſuch Charity 
was never before required of the 
World ; fach Charity was never 
heard of before : Charity of ſuch 
a vaſt height and meafure was 
quite a new thing.. Scarcely for 


a Righteous Man will any one die ; 
faith the Apoſtle : Though perad- 


venture for a good Man: fſonie would 


even dare to die. Yee God com- 


mended- 
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mended his Loye towards us, (ir 
was infinitely beyond all the Cha- 
rity thac ever had been among 
Men) in that while we were yet Sin- 
zers,Chrift died for us, Rom.5.7,8. - 

By what hath been thus briefly 
ſpoken, we may now cafhily dif- 
cern the true and genuine Nature 
of that Chargy, which 1s proper- 
ly. called Chriſtian : Ic is ſuch a 
benevolent and tender. diſpoſition 
of Soul as inclines us to do, mor 
choſe Things only which the 
Laws of Common Juſtice require 
us to do, but moreover all ſuch 
kind and obligng Offices as be- 
comes Creatures of the moſt 
compaſſionate Hearts, and God- 
like Fempers: To be affected 
with the ſenſe of other Men's 
Wants, as. well as our own; to 
pity them as our ſelycs 5; ro wiſh 
and promore their Good with 
R C 3 ſuch 
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ſuch unfeigned Deſires, and un- 
wearied Endeayours , as if our 
own Welfare were concern'd:: 
And becauſe the. Lord Jeſus 
vouchſated ta expreſs a common 
Love to us all, we are to follow 
his moſt bleſſed Steps, in expref- 
ſing our Charity to Mankind, as 
long as we live in the World; to 
Bleſs and Pray for, and to do 
good to our very Enenues ; to 
offer them Terms of Accommo- 


dation; to give them Teſtimo- 


mies of a-Reconcileable: Temper ; 
to encourage: and proyoke them 
to be Reconciled by our own 
Example ; by ſhewing them our 
own Bowels, and by letting them 
ſee how kind , humble , 'meck ; 
long-ſuffering, and patient: we our 
ſelves are; and-how ready to for- 
giye them... Briefly to. have ſuch 
ardent Aﬀections unto: all on, 
ST” "©" = 
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and eſpecially to thoſe who are of 
the Houſhold of ' Faith, *as to ſerve 
them willingly, not only with our 
Wiſhes, and - Labours, and Sub- 
ſtance, but (when need requires) 
with our very Lives alſo. Tho” 
Life be: ſ6- dear a matter, that 
Skin after Skin, and all that a Man 
hath he will give for it; yet upon 
great Occalions, - and in prefling 
Circumſtances, and for weighty 
and noble Ends, to be ready as 
the Lord Jeſus was to dic: for 0- 
thers, after all other Services done 
for them ; this is to have that 
fervent, and perfect;and true Cha- 
rity, which the Chriſtian Rehgion 


 recominerideth to us \ above” all 


hings. ' mIvV2 
Paigns  r7 


2. The Quality and Extent of 
Chriſtian Charity being thus ſum- 
_— Ca mary 
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manly Explain'd, I proceed now 
in the ſecond place, to conſider 
choſe Motives and Reaſons which 
ſerye to make it. Practical. 


Now to digeſt this Matter intQ - 
as clear a Method, and under as 
few Heads as ma be, 1 ſhall pro- 
poſe theſe four hings in ney 
fo be conſidered. | 


. What great Good a Chari- 
" abiTomore doth to a Marys 
own Mind. 
2. How effectually it helps ys 
| to anſwer the Ends of the 


New Covenant. C 
3. How near it brings us unto | 
| God even in this World. 
4 How it prepares and fits us 
for the Everlaſting Happineſs 
of another. | 


1. What 
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1, What great Good a Chari. 
table Tamper doth to a Man's 
own Mind ; Though a Crown of 
Righteouſneſs (a Glorious and 

Perfect Reward ) be laid up and 
reſerved for us againſt the Day of 
Judgment ; yer all Virtue brings 
us ſomething of a preſent Re- 
ward. As it clcanſeth the Spirit 
from the Corruptions of the 
World, and from the Filthincſs 
of the Fleſh, fo it repleniſheth 
the Soul with the greateſt Satisfa- 
ion and Pleaſure ; and by theſe 
means, as well the) Holineſs, as. 
the Joy of a future State, begin- 
neth here, Now of thoſe Gra- 
ces which at once purifie, and: de- 
. light the Mind, a Spirit of Cha- 
rity is Oneand perhaps the Great- 
eſt. It rids the Soul of ſeveral 
Vices which affe& the Conſci- 

I RT -: -- 
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- ence with the greateſt Guile, and 
therefore muſt - of ' conſequence 
bring the greateſt Plague ; Vices 

which Crucifie the- very Soul, and 
- make every - one his worſt Tor- 
mentor ; as Pride, Envy, Malice, 
and ſuch like. Theſe are pecu- 
liarly called che Sins of che very 
Devil ; and therefore 1t is fit they 
ſhould carry- a Hell with chem: 
Ic is impoſlible for ſuch ſcurvy 

ualities, to reign in. a Breaſt 
where a Charitable Heart lies. 
Kind Spirits - are not - wont -to be 
Haughty, Imperious, and Tyram- 
.cal ; eſpecially towards thoſe they 
really love : Much leſs are they 
wont to be griev'd, and afflicted 
at their Proſperity; or to ſeek 
their Hurt. Such Vices are alto- 
gether inconſiſtent with Charity ; 
and they always grow out of 1ll- 
nature, like Nettles out of a 
ef | Dung- 
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Dunght! ; -and methinks Men 
ſhould ſhun them the rather, be- 
cauſe. they: always ting the ve- 
ry Mind that 1s their Nurſery. 
Hearts that: are the proper and 
kindly Soyl of Virtue, are never: 
ſenſible of this Smart ; becauſe 
they. are free from the Cauſes of 
it; and were the inſides of Men 
to be throughly diſcovered, I am 
confident it would be found, rhar 
none are ſo caſic and quiet with-- 
in, ſo ſatisfied in their Minds, as 
thoſe that haye generous Aﬀecti-, 
ons. for all Mankind : If in ſuch 
Breafts there be any Diſlatisfacti- 
ons, it 1s becauſe their kind En; 
deavours are not ſucceſsful; or 
elſe -becauſe” they are-not able to 
do all the Good they would: Un- 
charitable Wretches know not 
the Pleaſure of doing Good; nor 
what Peace and Complacency rc- 
| turns 
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turns into ones Boſom by every 
Charitable Action ; 'nay fome- 
times by a bare Chantable Pur. 
poſe and Deſign, when ſome croſs 
Accident hinders the Execution 
of it. Indeed, theſe inward Com- 
forts cannot be ſenſibly known, 
but by Experience ; and therefore 
Arguments of this kind may ſecm 
very feeble and impertinent to _ 

thoſe who love themſelves only, 
and delight themſelves in ways of - 
Frowardnelſs. ak 
Yet the | moſt unexperienc'd 
People may obſerve very much to 
chis purpoſe, from two palpable 
. Inſtances we find mn the Holy 
Scripture ;' the one it Haman, the 
other in St. Paul : Setting 'afide 
the Story of - Joſeph's Advance- 
ment, we meet not with ſuch an 
Account as that of Hama#'; of 
his Riches z of- his Honour, _— 
| 0 


\ 4 
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of his great Power, as well over 
Abaſuerus himſelf, as over all his 
Subjects. And yet his Pride, En- 
vy, and Malice (the Vices I men- 
tion'd before) over-top't,and bore 
down all . this Greatneſs : One 
Thing he wanted ſtill, and that 
was the Compliment of Morde- 
caf's Knee ; and for want of that, 
nothing would fatisfic him but 
the Deſtruction of poor Mordecai 
humfelf,and all the Jews ; Rancour 
and Revenge in the higheſt dc- 
gree,and that which argued Pains, 
Griefs, Agomes, and Tortures in 
his Mind, of the higheſt degree 
to0. So that though the miſe- 
rable Wretch boaſted of his 
Wealth, Glory, and Authoricy 
over all che King's Princes; yer, 
fad he, all this auaileth me nothing, 
fo long as TI fee Mordecai the Few 

ſetting at the King's gate,Eſth.5.13. 
| Strange 
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Strange Torment as 4 that No- 
thing could allay ; that all his 
Splendor was nothing in compa- 
riſon of; that neither the Gallows 
he had provided for Mordecai was 
any thing, if compared with the 
Rack in his own Breaſt. 

ASpirit of Charity would have 
ſaved him all that expenſive Vexa- 
tion, which his 1] Nature put him 
co, anudfſt all his Honours : Half 
that Charitable ' Temper, which 
was ſuch a great Bleſfing to 
Sr. Paul amidſt all his Froubles 5 
no imcer Man ever loved the Souls 
of People more than he : None 
was ever more Compaſhonate to- 
wards a needy World. None 
that fled over Land and- Seas,with 
that vigorous Zeal to ferve Mar- 
kind, as St. Paul did ; none that 
faffered ſo much for Is great 
Charity. A ſhort Inventory » 

19 
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his Hardſhips he himſelf gives us, 
2 Cor. 11. In Labours abundant, in 
Stripes above meaſare, in Priſons 
frequent , in Deaths often; of the 
- Jews five times received I forty 
Stripes ſave one : Thrice was I beaten 
with Rods, once was I Stoned, thrice 
T ſuffered Shipwrack, a Night and a 
Day I have been in the Deep: In 
Fourneying, often ; in Perils of Wa- 
ters; in Perils of Robbers ; - in Pe- 
rils by my own Country-men z in Pe- 
rils by the Heathen, in Perils in 
the City; in Perils in the Wilder- 
neſs ; in Perils in the Sea ; in Pe- 


rils among falſe Brethren. 


Throughant this whole Series 
of - Hardſhips, we neyer- find the 
Apoſtle caſt down, or, diſconſo- 
late ; bur on the contrary, always 
Glorying of his Sufferings, and 
of hus Sufferings only ; as Sorrow- 

ful, 
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fal, (aid he) yet always rejoycing, 
2 Cor. 6. 10. And the Ground of 
his Rejoycing was this, the 7efti- 


mony of his Conſcience, that in fim- 
had his converſation in the world ; 


Confideration, that with an up- 
right and honeſt Heart he had 
endeavourcd to ſerve Mankind ; 
and to cxprefs his great Care of 
- the Churches; which were com- 
mitted to his Charge. Ih 
Plutarch could obſerve; © Thar 
* neither Riches, nor 
* Honour, nor Power, 
* nor any thing elſe, can bring 
* a Man ſuch Serenity and Divine 
s- Peder þ pure Soul; A Soul 
* from whence 00d Afions flow;like 
*.z gentle # limpid Stream from 
* a clean Fountdin. Though Mis- 
< fortunes from abroad may af- 
| *fe&t 


v 
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plicity and godly ſincerity he had 


2 Cor. 1. 12. The comfortable 
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<* fect ſuch a Man, yet compara- 
< tively they are- not ſharp, and 
* right Reaſon can/-help to: rake 
<* away that little -Acrimony;:that 
< 1s in them; Tr 25 (faith: Plutarch:) 
< an-evil Conſcience that is truly do- 
* Jorons' arid galling ; it 3s this that 
* creates Griefs from within , Griefs 
*.that' are-more heavy and afflictive 
* that any Accidents . from without :: 
As a-Feavour in- the. Blood. s fi 


'& worſe, and much more troubleſom, 


* than the -Heat of 'the Sun. And 
* therefore the true: way ro have 
* ſolid Peace within, : 1s / to:have 
* Minds full of - Probity.; . and: in 
* ſteadof entertainingany diſhoneſt 
<* Purpoſcs,to be always Virtuouſly 
* diſpoſed ; and above all, ro.be 


_ * kindly, and benevolencly,/incli- 


* ned; and to 'do'all the Good 
* that lieth in our power. 


D 2. One 
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*- 2: , One great Reaſon, why 
| 2 benign and. gracious Temper 
brings ſuch Adyantage to ones 
own ſelf is, becauſe it 1s a Ray of 
the Divine. Nature ;. fo. that. by 
fearching into his Heart, the Cha- 
ritable Perfon. eannot but be com- 
forted with. an humble and: mo- 
d:it Aſſurance, that he hath (auch 
of God himſcl in_ kim... And 
chis is the ſeeond Thing we are 
to conlider, for the exciting of a 
Spirit of Charity in us ; how near 
it brings us: to the ever-bleſſed 
God, even whike we ftay inthe 
World. God is Love, fauh the 
Scripture, 1 John 4. 8. Not only 
# becauſe all Love is of God, as 
| the Origine and Fountain of 
it ; but becaufe it 1s one of the 
infinite Beaucies, and Glories of 
his Nature z fo eflencial to ys, | 
| and 
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and fo perfect in him, that he is 
the moſt tranſcendent and excel- 
lent Exemplar of Love; made up 
of it ſo, that he may be well cal- 
led, Lowe it ſelf. By reaſon of 
this Love, God cxtendeth his 
Goodneſs to all his Creatures , 
and. cfpecially to Mankind ; in- 
tending and ordering all Things. 
here for their Good : Threamning 
and Admoniſhing, Commanding 
and Forbidding, Aſſiſting anc 
Strengthning, Cheriſhing and Cha- 
ſhzing them, in order till to that. 
great End, their own Good ; and 
in all the Methods and Diſpenſa- 
tions of his Proyidence, expreſ- 
ſing is Mercy and Tenderneſs 
towards us, as it 1s moſt agreeable 
to his Wiſdom, and as far as it 1s 
conſiſtent wich the Honour and: 
Authority of a Lawgiver. Nor 
are the wicked'it Men denied a 
D 2 Share 
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Share and Portion of his Good- 
neſs. For though by 'the 'Rules 
of ſtrict” Juſtice, he mighe waith- * 
out any more'ado conſign them 
to everlaſting Mifery, and cut 
 — them ' off wv the nudſt- of ther 
Impieties; *yer he offers to all* 
Peace and Reconciliation in, and. 
by, and - for. the- ſake of- his Son, 
| whom he ſent into the World to 
ſeek and to fave thit'which was 
| Loft, that *whoſocyer believeth in 
| him ſhould ' not periſh , but have 
everlaſting 'Life': And, to expreſs 
the ſincerity of his 'Dcfire, that 
none ſhould” periſh,- but thar-all 
ſhould come to Repentance; he 
daily ſhews | the Riches ' of his 
Goodnefs, and Forbearance, and 
Long-ſuftering ; that thereby he 
may lead Wicked Men to Repen- 
tance,not to be repented of. Nay, 
they - haye: their Portion, even a 
= the 
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the Things of this Life: too ;'the 
the Rebel,” and the: Runagate, is 
taken care of, as well as the Heir 
Nor are ahy caſt our of the hands 
of. that. Provident dnd Suprenie 
Governour of all Things, who 
cauſeth his: Sun to ſhine :upon' the 
evil :and upon the good, and ſendeth 
-Rain on:'the juſt did the anjaſ, 
'Mat. 5-45: ' 's | 
This: great Gockinefs of God 
towards: us all, our Saviour hin 
ſelf makes uſe of, as; a powertal 
Argument and Motive. tor our 
Charity and Tenderneſs' towards 
ane another: And truly, tf we 
conſider: the infinite; Perfeions of 
.God, by. reaſon whereot the: ſtand- 
£th not- ih the leaſt necd of any, 
nor ' of ; all-- his Creatures ; the 
infinite Greatneſs of - his Majefty 
above. us, and its Diſtance trom 
Us : = reaſon whereof,: he-might 
D 3 look 
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look: down. upon us with Scorn 
and Contempt; His infirute Power 
over us; by rcafon whereot, he 
might eaſily | caſt us. down intq 
the bottomleſs Lake wpon any 
Provocation: His infirute Holineſs 
and Excellency, by reaſon whereof 
every Provocation. comes $0 be 
of mfinite Demerit ; and roge- 
ther with all this, if we conſider 
the infinite diſproportion” that is 
berween . the Sins acted againft 
him, and: the Fanlts we commir 
againſt one another, who ſtand all 
of us upon the ſame Level, and 
need all of. us each others Afh- 
ſtance ; nor. have we any. Power 
over one another, but what is g1- 
yen, and precarious : Nor /pro- 
voke one another but with Offen- 
ces that are Reciprocal : And af-. 
ter all our mutual Follies, are be- 
' holding ro one another roo; - 
| WC 
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well for asking,. as for accepting 
cach others Pardan ;'1f,-I ſay, we 
confider; all chis, we muſt needs 
duſcoyer a great deal. of. Force in 
this Argumentation ,:..that ſince 
God {10 loveth us, ſo; prtieth US, {o 
mn , {o exprdſeth, his 
Mercy and; Compaſſion to us.; 
certainly we ought alſo; and the 
rather by -much, ' to: Love, and 
Pity, and forbear and ſhew Com- 
paſſion: arid! Kindneſs unto one 
another. Love and bleſs, and de 
good. even to them that hate you; 
that you: may be the Children of your 
Father gpbich is in Heaven, ſanh 
the / great -Exemplar of - Charity, 
Matth..5: 44, By the Children of - 
God afc meant, { according to 
the uſual Scripture Senſe of the 
Phraſe) fuch People as partake of 
the Divine Nature ; ſuch as teſem- 
ble God, and are like-minded ; 

D 4 ſuch 
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ſach'!as- Expreſs: a. Similitude: of 
ch6ſc/ 1nutable 'Perfeftions; which 
are moſt 'eminently in Him-:- For, 
43 our Difpoſitons and:Fempers 
are;:{o 15 our. Alliances: Thus our 
Saviour told thoſe wicked Jews in 
Fohn 8. 4.4 Fe 'are of your' Father 
the Devit; 'And 'the Reaſon was, 
becauſe they did' the: Peeds, and 
the Lyſts -of-the Deail;; were of 
Devihith Spirits and : Iachmations; 


reſembled the!-Devilt- himſelf by 


their Wickedneſs. - Some. Sins: (as 


told you: before) are aſcribed 


unto the Devil after amore; pecu- 
lar' manner ; as  Prideyaghe i Sin 
that caſt 'him out of »Heaven : 
And Tying; for which: reaforr he 
vs called'a Lyer , and the Father of 
it, Joh. 8:'44. And ſo Slandering ; 
for which-rcaſon he: is:called the 

(rcuſer of the Brethren, Rev.2 2.10. 
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Devil's Sins;- for. which reaſon he 
1s:called a Murderer from the begin« 
. ning, 'John 8. 44. And 1s com- 
pared tora Lion that: walketh up 
and down, ſeeking whom he may de- 
wozr, | 1 Pet. 5: 8, Now, though 
People / that: are 'of ſuch wicked 
Spirits., -may-'flarcer - themſelves 
with a Perſwaſion ' that they: bez 
long to:God;.,yet 'in God's own 
account, you (ce, they;are of the 
Devil's Fanuly, the Devil's Chil: 
dren; and conſequently: Heirs of 
the . Devil's Damnation ;, becauſe 
their: Mnids are of the:ſame Ve- 
nomous Temper, and of :the fame 
ugly. Hue and: Complexion, as! if 
they had 'been Caſt in-the fame 

:;For the ſame Reaſon, | they 
whoſe Souls are pure'and upright, 
full of : Grace: and Goodneſs, - are 
.Called . the.:Sons- of God, becauſe 
a they 
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they conmuncate: of -his Divine 
and Pcrfe& Nature; and reſemble 
Hinf in the Qualities and Diſpoſe 
. tions of their Minds, as Children 
are wont to reſemble theirs Pa- 
rents, in the Features and Linea- 
tments of their Bodies, Nor can 
any Man reſemble him bctrer, 
than by a kind _ | ag" 90 
Diſpoſition. Becauſe the Scrip- 
rure doth up and down, repreſent 
this as one of God's: chief and 
moſt glorious Perfections ; a Per- 
fettion wherein he himſelf ſeems = 
moſt of all delighred : And there- 
forc our . Saviour difcourſing of 
Mercy, Charny, and an Univerſal 
Love, Matth. 5. ſingles out this as 
the ſtrongeſt Argument to inforce 
the Practice of it; that we may 
be the' Children of our Father in 
Heaven ; and that we- may be 
perfe, even as our Father which is 
x in 


it is a God-like Temper, a Divine 
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in Heaven is perfeR. *Tis not at 
formal tro that Tr: re 
near unto God ; *tis not any dry 
Supcrſticions,or empty Performan- 
ces ;- much leſs is it a farwous Zeal 
for Notions and Opinions, (alas! 
all chis 'may be conſiſtent with a 
Deviliſh Temper and: Mind :) Noz 


frame of - Heart, and chiefly, a 
kind, charitable, 'and beneficent - 
Piſpoſition : It is this, - this, char 
ties us into a ſtrict Relation to 
God, into fuch a cloſe Fellow- 
ſhip and'Commmion wich him, 
as maketh us his indeed: As that 
Diſciple obſerves, whom the Lord 
Jeſus particularly loved, and who 
breathed nothing but Love him- 
ſelf: 1 Joh. 4. 7. Love 35 of God; 

and every one that loveth is born of 
God, and knoweth God : And agam, 
V. 12. F we love one ——— 
T9 7 wel. 
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dwelleth in us, 'and his Love is per- 
fefted in us. And again, V.13.Hereby 
we know, 'that we dwell in him, and 
he in us,"\becauſe he hath given us 
of. his Spirit ;, (meaning that/Tem- 
per and Aﬀection which is ſo emi- 
nent in-him--. And again, V: 16. 


God is Love;, qud he that dwelleth in _ 


-Lowe,dwelleth in God,and God in him. 
:: Here then Men ſhould lay their 
Hands upomn-their - Hearts, and 
examine ; how: they beat; what 
they are,full .of ; and; how they 
are affected; If Wrathand Bitrers 
neſs, Malice and Rancour, Spight- 
fulneſs and Uncharitableneſfs,dwel- 
1n- them ;- If: Selklove; Unmercs 
fulneſs and Cruelty harders them 5 
1f:the- Wants; and Miſeries of 06+ 
thers make no , or very. little Im- 
preſſions upon them ; theſe are 
very bad Symptonns, . plain - S1gns, 
that there 1s very little,if any thing 
kn | at 
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at all of God in ſuch Hearts ; no- 
thing but whar ſavours of .a nar- 
row Spirit, of a mean, ſordid, and 
bruitiſh Nature. Humane, Rational 
Souls ſhould have more cexalred 
Faculties ;Souls that are of a Noble 
and Heavenly Extraction ; Souls 
that are ſo many Rays of the. Diz, 
vinity ; What can ſo'become fſuctr 
Beings, - as'Thoughts that are be- 
neficial like the Sun-beams ? Aﬀe-. 
&ons that are ' as large as the 
Umverſe ? Motions. and Opera- 
cions, hike his who was the Re- 
deemer of ' Souls ; whoſe whole 
Life was, to go about doing Good'? 
His Miracles, as well as his Ser- 
mons ' and Laws, 'were Charity : 
And by thoſe Chartable-Works 
he ſhewed himſelf to be the Son 
of God ;- Nor may we think, we - 
can give the World, or our own 
ſelves, any farisfactory ME -— 

of 
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of our Relation to his Father or 
him, bur by Works,of Charity as 
his were; by doing Good to every 
Man as 1t lies in our power, with- 
out Diſcrimination; by Intreating 
them gently; by bearing Wrongs 
and Indignities with mcekneſs of 
Spirit ; by putting our Cauſe into 
®God's hands without Sclf-revengey 
by bleſſing and wiſhing well to our 
yeryEncmies;and by expreſfing our 
ſincere Aﬀections to all Mankind, 


-  3- Theſe Things do naturally 
carry a great deal of Force wi 
them : So that if no Obligations 
were upon us from any Laws to 
this purpoſe, the Divine. Excel- 
lence of theſe Actions would Re- 
cotnmend them to our Practice, 

| becauſe they are God-like Actions; 
and therefore muſt needs be of 
the. higheſt Excellence: in their 
own 


upon Charity. 

own Nature: But beſides this,we 
are to copier Fer, in the third 
place, how helpful a Spirit of Cha- 
rity 1s to us, in anſwering the 
great Ends of the New Covenant. 
The grace of God (or the Goſpel ) 
that bringeth Salvation, hath ap- 
peared unto all Men, teaching us, 
that denying Ungodlineſs and World- 
ly Lufts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righ= 
zeoufly and godly in this. _ 
World, Tit. 2.11, 12. Which 
ſhews,chat the deſign of the Evan- 

gelical Covenant 1s, to reclaim 
Mankind. to the Love and Pra- 
&zcg of all. manner of Virtue; 
Begauſe God. is a moſt perfect 
Being himſelf, of infinite Good- 
nefs and Rectitude in his Nature ; 
hys blefded Purpoſe is ro imprint 
upon our Souls his own Image, 
according to. the Capacity of our 
finne Facultzes. And mn _ 
ere- 
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hereunto he hath given us by his 
own'Son, ( the brightneſs of his 
own Glory ) not only 'the moſt 
excellent Promiſes ; all confirm'd 
and ſeal'd with his Blood upon. 
the Croſs ;* but moreover the 
moſt perfect ' Example, and the 
moſt perfective Duties: Now of 
theſe Duties, this off Univerſal 
Charity and Love is: the Chief. 
For Loye being ſuch a Divine 
 Aﬀection, the Fruits of it muſt 
needs be Divine too, if -it be ſin- 
cerc and zealous. As for Inſtance; 
If our Love to God be pure and 
hearty, 1t cannot but move us-to 
a ſohcitous Care, of doing no- 
thing that is repugnant to God's 
Will and- Holineſs ;-becauſe this 
Aﬀe&tion ' 1s naturally - attended 
with an earneſt *defire to pleiſe- 
and imitate 1ts Obje&t, or the 
Party we intirely -love. So _ 

ar # 
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if a Man's Love: to himſelf - be 
Rational and Regular, ir muſt 
needsi\put:; him .upon doing him- 
ſelf all. rhe Goods .cſpecnally - all 
the--Spiritual Good: he can; be- 
cauſe his: Spiritual Part, the: Soul, 
15 to live for ever, and therefore 
requires his tendereſt Care, thar-it 
may 'be everlaſtmgly Happy. :The 
ſame; Inchnation doth true Cha- 
rity work 1n us towards all other 
Men;;: to ; be . beneficial to them 

« likewiſe, for it always operates ac- 
cording to thenacure of the Thing, 
and according to the condition'of 
the Object.. It cannot. poſſibly 
be- of any: advantage to our. Ma- 
ker, hecauſe he. 1s. out of the 
reach; of our Charity, and- roo 
high for. it. Can a Man be profi- 
table unto God, as he that is: wiſe may 
be profitable unto himſelf ? Is it any 
pleaſure to:the Almighty.that thou art 

| F righs 
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righteous 2 Or ts it pain to him,that 
thou makeſt thy Ways perfeft ? 
Job 22::2,3- + And again; If thox 
be righteous, what giveſt thou him ? 
Or what receiveth he of thy hand? 
Job 35.7. No.; all our .Good- 
neſs extendeth:nat to him, Pf. 16.2. 
= _— needs: '*! _ - = Ca- 
pable .of being. benefited ' by it; 
becaufe he is infinitely raed 
happy in. himſelf;-: Bur our Love 
tw God hath this Effect ; 10 makes 
us admire and adorc him, ferve 
and worſhip, and cndeavour to 
pleaſe him, and to be like unco 
him;'and fo; :1t 1s an Inftrumenc 
of Godlinefs, as well as of: Sobriety: 
and Righteouſneſs. In this reſpect 
it may be ſaid to be a Fulfilling of 
the whole Law,cven the firſt Table 
of 1t;; though indeed it | ferves 
moit dircetly. ro Fulfil the Second. 
And thus the Apoſtle argues , 


Rom. 
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Rom-13-8,9,10. He that Joverh and- 
ther.huth falflled the Law : P6+ this; 
Thou fhalt not commit Adaltery : 
this Jhalt not Kill ; thou Jhalt mot 
Steal ; thee ſhalt not bear falſe Wit- 
oſs; thor halt not Cover; and if 
there be any orher Cotliandbeent, it 
ts briefly comprehended in this ſay- 
tr, 18: Thot ſhalt Towe thy Neigh- 
hopr' #4 thy* felf. Love worketh 0 
741't6' bis Neighbor ; therefore Love 
is ' th& felfiBfng of the Liv: We 
cannot” be Inanious to our own 
Soals, or to'the reſt 6f Mankind, 
ori to God Hithſclf, but it muſt - 
proceed from-the want ef thoſe 
enlarged Hearts; and theſe fer- 
vent, and tender Aﬀections, which 
the Goſpel requires of us all: Here 
| then we ſhould employ our great-- 
| _—= eft Pains, and uſe our utmoRt En- 

deavours, to kindle in us a true, 
Spirit of Charity: For it is rhe exd 
wh E 2 of 
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of theCommandment,1 Tim. 1.5. And 
becaulc - it. is the moſt Perfective 
Grace,the Scripture ſets it aboycall 
Things, evenaboveFaith and Hope; 
1 Cor. 13. 13. Now abideth Faith, 
Hope, Charity, theſe three ; but the 
greateſt of 6 6 z5 Charity. The great- 
cſt,not only becauſe it 1s moſt-pro- 
ficable co others, which \the, other 
two Virtues are not; for Faith and 
Hope keep at home; a Man belic- 
veth for himſclf, and: hopeth. for 
himſelf; nor is ones Neighbour the 
better for them : *Tis this, that. 3 1s 
the active, the diſpenſing Grace, 
that walks about doing goed, and 
CVCrY ONC fares the better for it :) 
But *tis the greateſt Virtue too, 
becauſe of the three, it 15: the 
moſt beneficial to ones ſelf alſo : 
It gives him ſolid Reaſons for his 
Hope, which otherwiſe would be 
groundleſs ; and Perfection to his 
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Faith, . which: otherwiſe would be 
fruitleſs, and conſequently unpro- 
firable even at: home: The Hy- 
pocrite's Hope ſhall periſh; And 
his Truſt ſhall be. as. a Spider's Web ; 
Fob 8.13,14. A ſorry weak Thung 
to bear ones Heart up,eſpecially on 
a_Neath-bed. For Hope, 1t it be 
right, muſt be built upon ſome. 
Pronufe, nor can « go turther 
than the Promuſe it felt goes ; for 
if God hath not promiſed me his 
Mercy,how can I rcaſonably hope 
for 1c? Now 1t 1s plain, that there 
15 no Pronulſe of that Nature, but 
on condition of Charity on our 
part. The Texts are fo clear, 
that they need no Comment : 
i Fohn 3. 10. In this the Children 
of God are manifeſted, and the Chil- 
dren of the Devil : whoſoeuer doth 
net Righteouſneſs is not of God, nei- 
ther he that loveth not his Brother. 
E 3 And 
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And again, V, 14. He thas laueth- 
not. his Brother , abideth in Death, 
(or is in a deadly State.) And 
again, V. 15. Whoſoever hateth his 
Brother,is a Murderer ; and ye know, 
thas no Murderer hath Eternal Life 
abiding in him. Nay, to ſhew 
how extenſive our C rity muſt 
be, for our hopes of Mercy at 
God's hands, our Saviour himſelf 
hath paſſed this Decretory Sen- 
tence, That there 1s no. Mercy for 
us, unleſs we ſhew 1t our ſelves, 
and that cyen to our Enenues; 
Mat. 6. 15. If ye forgive not Men 
their Treſpaſſes, neither. wilt your Fa- 
ther forgive your Treſpaſſes. - 
As tor Faith, great Things in- 
decd arc ſpoken of it in the Scrip- 
ture; but withal we are told, char 
without Works it. is dead; fuck a 
ſpirileſs, empry Thing without A 


Life of Virtue, that It -NO. MOre 
Wet. de- 
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deſerves the Character of a fa- 
ving Faith, than a dead Carkaſs 
deſerves 'the' Name of a Man. 
Faith, as it is diſtinguiſhed from 
Works, fignifies here an Act of the 
Underſtanding, whereby a Man 
owns the Amthority of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and aflents to his Do- 
&rines. Now this Aﬀent 'of the 
Mind 1s required, in order ro the 
Practice of Chrilt's Reltgion, be- 
cauſe un is not imaginable how 
People can be brought to obey 
his Laws finccrely and univerſally, 
unicfs they be firſt perſwaded 1n 
their Hearts, that he was the Son 
of God, the very Chrift, ſent by 
his Father from Heaven to help 
Mankind thither. This puts a 
Divine Stamp upon the whole 
Chriftian Religion ; it gives it an 
unqueſtionable Credit, and ren- 
ders every the moft difficult Ar- 
+ E 4 ricle 
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ticle of it worthy of all Accepta- 
tion, becauſe 1t came from God, 
and was revealed: by the, Son of 
God ;' and therefore. nmwſt needs 
be infallibly ccag. . Upon this ac- 
count, the belief of Chriſt's Au- 
thority. and - of: the Truth ,-.and 
certainty :of his Religion, 415. the 
firſt thing neceſlary : And-for this 
Reaſon it. was, that lis firſt Difci- 
ples took ſuch pams cvery where 
to prove him to .be the 'very 
Chriſt; and mculcated the neceſ- 
ſity of Faith in im : For this was 
the ready way to bring the World 
in Obedience to - him 3 and :no- 
thing -but this could- prevail with 
Men, to obſerve -Chrift's Inſtitu- 
tion .with' ſuch ſtrictneſs, as the 
Prinutive . Chriſtian did; and for 
the ſake of it to yenture and un- 
dcergo upon all Occaſions the ut- 
ter loſs of all. Oe 
Lge oo © 10s Faith 
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: Faith-\chen' being: required to 
produte: Obedience, as:the proper 
Means im order to:this noble End, 
cannot:poſhbly ſtand 'us''in ſtead; 
if 1t be :only a' Notion” in- our 
Heads ; if it be a liyelefs and un- 
fruntul Perfwafion ; if it be naked 
and alone; if it hath not that: &- 
te&t and power upon. our Souls, 
as to bring:on the Love and Pra- 
Etice. of thoſe other Virtues and 
Graces, for the Production where- 
of 1t hath been all along intended. 
Now of thoſe Virtues and Graces, 
Charity 1s the 'very chicteſt; this 
muſt - accompany our , Faith , to 
make it as it: ſhould be, ſuch a 
Faith as we may fafely rely on ; 
and therefore' St. Paul deſcribing 
that 'Afſent ' of the Mind which 
ayaileth indeed, calls it, Faith which 
worketh by Iove, Gal. 5. 6. Or, as 
fome Learned Criticks would = 
EY Er ET ho 
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cher render it; Faith which is con- 
fummate and perfefted' by C barity. 
The truth 48,;all our- Notions are 
very imperfect; Things withour 
this ; and though theſe Notions 
be never ſo right and Orthodax, 
yet are they vaſtly ſhort of our crue 
Duty till they reach our Hearts, 
and make us to open our Bowels 
cowards other Men, and to exer- 
ciſe our Hands in Offices of Love. 
And therefore, ſince withour a 
Spirit of Charity nothing will a- 
vail us, nor anſwer the great Ends 
of Chriſt's Religion, no not our 
very. Faith, (according to that af 
the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 13. Though I 
have all Knowledge, and all Faith, 
and give amay Goods, Body, Life 
and all, and have not Charity, it pro- 
fiteth me nothing : Since, I fay, 1t 
1s thus) 1t 1s of infiaite Concern- 
ment to us all, ſo to ſubdue our 
| Minds 
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Minds and:Paſhons, . as. t© approve 
qur:{elves ww this reſpect the hear- 
ty:Diſciples of. a meek and chari- 
table Jcfus.. - Many. Volummous 
Diſputations have been written, 
which - might .have been berter 
ſpared about Faith, and Works, 
and Juſtification, whether. we are 
juſtified by the one, or the other, 
or by both; and grear Endea- 
vours have been ufed to Recon- 
cile St. Pax and St. Fames upon 
this Poine : Rather I might ſay, to 
ſet them at Variance ; for their 
Senſe 1s the fame touching the ne- 
ceſlity of Works Evangelical ; as 
Piety, Hunulity, Meckneſs, Pati- 
cnce,and the like ; and very plain- 
ly and particulary upon the Point 
of Charity. Here the moſt vul- 
gar Eye may ſee their clear Agrce- 
ment: In Jeſus Chriſt neither Cir- 
cumciſton availeth any thing , nor 
TO net” INERy kay 
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Uncircumcoifion , but:\ Faith: which 
worketh :\by Love, ſaith: St. Paul, 
Gal. 5; 6. . And',: He ſhall ' have 
Judgment without Mercy, that hath. 
ſhewed no: Mercy , ſaith St. :Zames, 
Jam. 2. 13. Therefore 1n-a Caſe, 
that 15 ſo. poſitively and fully de- 
cided, . we. ſhould :Ieave Contro- 
verſie, and fall to Practice ; and 
ſtudy how to be fruicful in good. 
Works, rather than how to make 
our Brains Prolifick : This 1s the 
right way of performing theCon- 
ditions of the Evangelical Cove- 
nant, and of bringing Peace and 
Comfort to our own Minds. I 
am ſure when we come to die, 1t 
will turn to far better account for 
our poor Souls, than all the Di- 
ſputes, which we ſhall leave be-. 
hind us ; and which we ſhall leave - 
too, -with this great Queſtion 
which perhaps will never be de- 

| termin'd, 
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termin'd, Whether Men have ma- 
naged them with as much Truth 
as. > Uncharaablench > 1115, oe 


PSs ourchly, A Charitable Tem- 
2, ſerves co: prepare - and- fit us 
for 'the Everlaſting. Happineſs of 
another Life... Many Virtues. are 
required to diſpoſe us for the En- 
joyment of; |. that. Happineſs ,- to 
make us capable. of it; to render 
us meet 10 be partakers of the Inhe- 
ritance. of. the Saints in Light , 
Col. x. 12. - Neither will the De- 
crees, nor the Power,nor the Mer- 
Cy! of God, bring us to that Frui- 
tion, without duc Qualifications 
on. our part ; ' becauſe there. can 
be: no,, true Happineſs bur where 
there is a Correſpondence and 
Suitableneſs between the Mind 
and. the Thing ; if a Man be not 
pleaſed with. what he Enjoys, nor 

; finds 
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finds any delightful Reliſh in i; 
it is impoſſible for him to be hap- 
py by enjoying it ; nor can Hea- 
ven. 1t ſelf be a place of Pleaſure 
to thoſe, - whoſe Minds have as 
little Taſte of thoſe Divine 'Satis- 
factions, as a vitated Palare' hatch 
of the moſt pleaſant Meats 'and 
Deas, © 0 29D 07 Tp) 

To prepare our ſelves for thoſe 
Delights, it 18 heceflary to tramns- 
form our Souls ihto the love of 
them now ; and to atctiſtort' bit 
ſelves nbw ; to the famihar 4nd 
delightful Practice of thoſe Virtues, 
whercin the Felicny of ahothet 
Life doth really confift : Of which 
Virtues, a charitable Diſpoſition 'i3 
one; and' a yery great one :: be: 
cauſe - we ſhall be ſure to carty 
that Diſpoſition with us out of 
this World to continue with* 'us 
everlaſtingly, and to make us hap- 


PY 
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py indeed 1ih''the enjoymant of 2 
ſuitable Society of Bleſſed Spirits 
which! are'all made up of Love: 
Charity never failerSaith the Apo- 
Me, 1 Cori 13.8. Whether there' be 
Prophecies.” they ſhall fail ; whether 
there 'be' Tongues; they ſhall celfe ; 
whether there be Knowledge, it ſhall 
vaniſh away :* But 'Charity cndii- 
reth for ever ; i s/art thſeparable 
Glory of- the'- Souls- of juſt Men 
made perfect. And this is ano- 


cher Reaſon; why 'Chariey is ſet 


above Faith-ard Hope, becauſe it 
1s' of infinite Duration: As it 1s 
the moſt beneficial! fo it is the 
moſt laſting Virtue. ' Faith is the 
Evidence {or firm Perfwaſion ) of 
Things not yet ſeen, Heb. 11. 1. 
And when we come' to behold 
God Face to Face, it will be no 
longer Faith, but Vilion. And fo 
Hope 1s the expectation of Tous 

that 
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that are -tyture ; and; when we 
come. to the actual.Poſfeſſion of 
them, it will be.no longer Hope, 
but Fruition or Enjoyment... Bur 
Love 1s .of, an, unchangeable Na+ 
cure, nor wil ic yer, ceaſe, becauſe 
it 1s a Ray of. the Immutable and. 
Everlaſting God. This is the Hap- 
pincls of - Heaven, that..thoogh, 
here , be, different Ranks and Or- 
ders of Angels,z  diftexcnt States 
of Beaurified Spirits, different De- 
—rces of Glory.: - And, .though: 
| God himſelt, þe infinitely, exalted 
above all; .yet Love. 1s the Uni- 
verſal Principle; and Perfection; 
which unites God, and all: his Glo- 
rious Creatures with him,into'ons, 
inviolable Communion. iy 
This being. the. State of the 
other World, how can we be pre- 
pared for the Enjoyment. of it, or 
bc fit to take pleaſure 1n it, unleſs 
we 
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wei: be Gonnaturaliz'd i9-it by 4 
corrcſpondenge: ard agrecablench 
of Temper? Some chenghtful 


and: wife 'Philoſophers among the 


old: Heachens. wene upon. this 
ODDITIES 
teth 298 . the ron: of: Nature, 
Atid! they. did- not only :beheve, 
** That the Sou} js Immortal; and 
* tha nad the Rewards of 5s: is 
* ,Varcue, atier 10s depar-; £2 
< ebre: from [the Body $5 But be- 
* lieved too; That its Felicity afegs 
* Death licth; in ſuch & pericction 
© of ats Faculcics, and Powers; as 15 
** moſt ſtable ro a Rational Being : 
*,That 1s, in perteetly knowing 
* eycry Thing which 1t-15 capable 
< of kriowing 5 and in perfectly 
< Joving and doing "Things that 
© ate moſt. Exccllent. Theſe arc 
great; Notions trony Men:that had 
frot the benefit of Divine Reve)a- 
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tion:: Nor do: we:find any thing 
in them, but what-1s highly con- 
ſiſtene with the Ehriſtian Philoſo- 
phy, for when' that which ot 7.0 
5 come; We ſhall: be -hke God him- 
ſelf in the +Rectitude 'and; Pexte- 
Etion- of our. Nature, according 
to the Capacines of ' Created! Be- 
mgs :  -And' Charity; being: the 
greatc{t: and moſt God-like Vircue; 
every perfected Soul:muſt 'needs 
be-conformable tothe Divine Na- 
ture by at; :which:yer-is not poſ- 
ſible for" any Soul to: be, but by 
excrcifing - in- this--Life | all thoſe 
good: Acts; which -ſerve to form 
x unto-a Charitable Temper: i For 
this 'Femper - 1s: acquired as other 
Habits are,: by the conftant:Repc- 
rition - of: Ac&tions z-iwhich- are 
therefore to be our Care and Buſi- 
neſs 1f;this World, becauſe Hea- 
ven 18. a: place not for the begin- 
ming, 
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ning, but for the conſummating 
of a Life of Virtue. : Nor can 
Death fo.alter and change a Man's 
whole State, as to:furniſh his Soul 
with Inclinations. 'and Qualinics, 
quite contrary to thoſe it contra- 
&ed. m,.the Fleſh;. ſo that if we 
be. not-: charicably aftected now, 
we. do biit flatter our ſelves. with 
vain.and lying Hopes of a Bleſlcd 
Etetriny- | 


7 hough I have the Gift of P, 0 
phecy, and. underſtand all Myſteries, 
and” all Knowledge, and though. I 
have all, Faith, - ſo that I could re- 
moue Mountains; and have no Cha- 
rity, 1 am nothing. | And though I 
beſtow::all. my Good to feed the. Poor, 
and; though I give iy Body ta be 
burned, and. have not Charity, at, pro- 
fiteth-» me nothing ; faith the Apo- 


Mc. Fi Cor:,x3. 2,3. For as'at 1s 
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God's Will and Purpoſe, that Un- 
charitable Souls ſhall not by any 
means come into his Preſence ,, fo 
the very Nature of ttt Thing 
renders their Acceſs mpollible 
becauſe they are not fit to be Par- 
takers of thoſe Pleaſures, wiuch 
are at God's right hand for eycr- 
more. Hatred and Malice, 'Ran-” 
cour and Revenge, Spightfulneſs 
and Envy, arc the Works of Hell, 
and the Diſpoſitions of thoſe who 
are going apace thither ; nor- arc 
they fit to be m any Socaery, but 
that. of Devils and damned Spi- 
rits, to whom they are alrcady 
a-kin. by Vice, and into. whole 
Company they. are preparcd-to.be 
garhcred by an afhimilatien: and 
hkeneſs of Nature,, Upon this 
account it concerns-us as: muck 
as onr -Everlafting Happineſs is 
worth, by all pofſible Ads "oa 

Cha- 


upon Charity. 69 


Chatity to bring our Minds to 
fuch a loving Frame and Genius, 
as, When we die, may be ſuitable 
to the State and Condition of 
Heaven. 

"Tis true, ſome particular Bran- 
ches of Charity will ceaſe there, 
becauſe there will þe no nced of - 
them among the Bleſſed. There 
will be no need of Alms-giving, 
becauſe in Heayen there are no 
manner of Wants. There will 
be no need of Mutual Forgiyc- 
neſs, becauſe in Heaven there arc 
no Injuries and Afﬀronts: Nor 
will there be any need of bearing 
with one another's Infirmitics, be- 
cauſe m Heaven rtherc is neither 
Sin, nor Error : However, thcſe 
and the like Acts of Charity muſt 
be performed and repcated by us 
here on Earth, becauſe in their 
kind they all ſerve as Means in 
F3 order 
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order to-the main End;'to cleanſe 
the Mind frotii'all Leaven of 'Ma- 
lice-and Nanghrineſs, to” raiſe and 
imptove the Soul by degrees, to 
pertcet it inſenfibly by an 'Univer- 
fal Love, and to' produce in 1t a 
true, Heavenly Temper, though 
they be of no further 'uſe tous, 
when once we come to the I&tual 
Poſſeſſion of 'an Heavenly State. 
To illuſtrate 'this'a tle by a 'fa- 
miliar Similitude*: In the training 
up of a Youth in” the ordinary 

coufſe of Learnihg, many leſſer 
Rulcs are neceſfary' in the begin- 
ning ; a long Mcthod, great Read- 
ings; many Obſervations, "and va- 
rious forts of Excrciſes, are neceſ- 
fary in the Progreſs; and all theſe 
help in their kind to improve ones 
Parts inſenſibly, and to make at 
laſt' a complear Scholar, though 


m rhe courſe of his Studies foie 
| of 
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.of: theſe-Things are apt-to ;drop 
out- of his Mcmory ::: And when 
he comes to be a Man,and:a-Man 
.of - great Knowledge: i and: Judg- 
ment, many | of them? are: quite 
forgotten and loft; : becauſe they 
ceaſe from being of: any-farther 
uſe, the Practice of them 4s no 
Jlonger ncceſlary ; -but-yer | the 
Noble Effect; which! by' the for- 
emer/Praic of: them : was pro- 
duced, doth remain to: the laſt; 
namely, an Underftanding now 
poliſhed and perfected: roia- very 
high pitch by an Univerſal Know- 
Jedge : The ſubſervient Rules and 
Method are laid aſide; and gonie, 
many. of them ; but -the-.Peric- 
ion | of the mam Faculties, and 
the -Improvement of his::Parts, 
holds + as long as his'Life cont:- 
NuGs: : ik much after: this; man- 
ncr;:that a Man is tramcd-wp; and 
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diſciplincd . into. a perfect -Sainr, 
Several forts of Charity arc- rc- 
quired of ns now,:which arc pro- 
per toia Miltane State,to a necdy, 
ſuffering Condition and there- 
fore -they.: muſt ceaſe of courſe, 
-when 'we:come to a State of Bliſs 
and Glory, 25 S111 
. . Nevertheleſs they are ar preſent 
wonderfully Advantageous to us, 
becauſe: they do more or leſs all 
contribute; cowards: Perfection: ; 
rhey alb ſerye in their kind, and in 
ſome mrcaſure, to bring the Soul 
tw. an habit of Univerſal Love 
and ſo. to fit 1t for that blefet 
Place  aboye, into which nothing 
that. is Uncharitablo can enter, 
 . By the Co-operation of eyety 
Charitable Act; the Soul is bet- 
rer'd by degrees, though we may 
-not perceive its: gradual Proficien- 
'cy cyery moment : [It is the: more 
oy | an 
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afd- more improved and heighe- 
ned: towards: Heaven; and the 
more and . more accompliſhed for 
i ſtill; fo that when « departs 
out of the-Body, a State of per- 
fect Peace, and perfe&t Harmony, 
and: perfc&t Love, is the-moſt pro- 
per for it; nay, (if I may fo 
ſpeak) the only Nataral State for 
it to be in: And then the Soul 
finds the Noble Effects of cyery 
Work of Love; the Divine Ha- 
birs which every Work helped to 
produce, and the Unſpeakable 
Perte&tion every Work did pre- 
pare it for.; though an its flight 
to Heaven it droppeth fome 
Works, and leaves them behind 
I, as the Prophet did his Man- 
ric, 

.. Men talk at random when they 


ſpeak of going ro Heaven with- 


out a Charitable Temper : they 
may 
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may as well ſpeak of ſeemg- the 
Lord without Holineſs; for Cha- 
rity 1s one great part'of Holineſs. 
And therefore ' our - great'| Care 
muſt be, to mould our Hearts 
into ſuch. a Frame and Condition, 
that we may be fit and agrecable 
Company for the Glorious Farmly 
of Love. - And this 15 not to be 
done, but by uſing and accuſtom- 
ing our ſclyes to the conſtant 
Practice of Umniyerſal Charity 
now. For Habits are gotten by 
many Repeated Acts ; and to per- 
form the ſeveral Offices of Cha- 
rity 1s, both the cfte&tual” Means 
of gaining a Spirit of Charity,and 
a plain Argument and 'Token too, 
* that there 1s ſuch a Spirit 1n us, 
eſpecially when thoſe Performan- 
ccs and Acts arc-more and morc 
abundant; -! : © 254 £9 
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*'3. Which brings me - to the 
third Thing, -that 1in-:the begin- 
ning of this: Diſcourſe I propoſed 
to ſhew; namely, the Way and 
Manner after which our Chriſtian 
Charity 1s to be expreſſed. ' For 
thoſe Expreflions are - manifold 
and various; and thoſe People 
are mighnly* deceived, who re- 
ſtrain and limit all Charity to 
Alms-giving. 

- That indeed 1s one Expreſſion 
of Chariy, when our. Alms come 
from a Charitable Heart ; for if 


that be. wanting, all our Alms: 


lofeth ' the Name of Charity. 
: Fhough TI give all my Goods to feed 
the Poor,” and” have not Charity, it 
profiteth me nbthing ,” 1 Cor. 13. 3. 
You ſee, that 1n the Apoſtle's ac- 
2068 2 count, 
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count, Alms-Deeds may be with- 
out Charity ; that is, when Vanity 
or Oftentation 1s the Principle 
from whence they flow. . Bur 
though they come from a right 
Principle, from a kind and com- 
paſſionate Heart, yet are they but 
a little part of Charity ; as we 
find by. St. Paul's Deſcription of 
its ſeyeral Branches in the place 
above-mentioned. 

Now becauſe we cannot fol- _ 
low a better Guide than St. Pazl, 
I ſhall proceed upon this Subject 
according to thoſe Noble Chara- 
&ers which he himſelf gives there 
of Charity; imtending as I go 
along to dyſcourſe of thoſe Things 
after a particular and diſtinct man- 
ner ; which the holy Apoſtle hath 
laid together within the compaſs 
of a tew, bur yery ſignificant and 


comprehenſive Exprefiions, 
1. And 
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..x. And there arc two. Chara: 
ers given of Charity, in reke- 
rehce to Arnger.' The: firſt reach- 
cth us rw be very Slow zo Anger. 
Chariy {ſaith St. Pax! ) faffereth 
long ; Meaning, that a'Charitable 
Man 1s not: iprcfently moved ouc 
of a calm' and! compoſed State. 


2. The fecond teacherh us w 
moderate 'our Palion,  chat'it may. 
not ſwell beyond” a due meaſurc, 
when there is any juſt and ſufki- 
eicent caufe of Reſentment, Yes. 5. 
Charity , *Os RicoE vert, ' US: ROF eafily 
provekeds fo indeed 1r'1s render'd 
11 our Common Tranſlacoon ; bur 
_ it ſhould'be render'd, 1s 208 
highly provoked, or | exaſperated ; 
dang , thar for Charicy-ſake 
no May muſt ſoffer, no not any 
put Anger ro'turt nts Fury, ſo as 

£5 
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to make him either to meditate 
Revenge, or to: fall 1 uno andecent 
Rages.”:. , it | 
Now irhiooghs dil de two: IM 
ſtin& Subjects, the ane touching: 
the Riſe , \the other: 'rouching+ 
che Progreſs of this: Padion ; yet 
becauſe both may.caſihy:fall under. 
one Conſideration, I ſhall. ſpeak of 
both at this time, and in this place, 

as; far as;they relate to the Sub- 

ect: Matter: of Chriſtian Charity ; 
—_ ſoms other Thirigs more 
particularlyito be conſider'd, when 
I ſhall have::opportunity and lei- 
ſure to. form ſome Practical Dif: 
courſes more 'upon. other Chri-. 
ftian- Virrues;; and-: upon. that , of 
Meekneſs among the reſt; 

. Anger 18: not Univerſally Evil; 
for | the ; Apoſtle's : Direction 1s ; 
Eph.4.26. _Be ye angry, and {111 not 
Which ſhews, that:all manner of 

Anger 
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Anger - 1s: not: finfal. But. there 
are three ſorts; which are inconfi- 
far: with che. Law of; _— 
and _ —— unto God. 
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»Gitſt,} Raſh: 7 ang "7h — 4 
Mair is -aptito: be: ſoon! offended, 
and:.e Ict his--Paſhons::rake fire 
preſently, not:tairly: examining the 
Nature-and-Circumfſtances. of the 
ſuppoſed-Provocation; .nar: confi: 
dering throughly, as. he ought, 
whether -there!:be: juſt and:reafo- 
nable icauſc; for. Difplcaſure. :.. This 
8:a-wicked Diſpohtion,. thar pro- 
ceeds: from: Pride, Caprictouſnels, 
and Nature ;,and- it: looks as if 
the: froward:Creature marched tor 
his: {Neighbours | Haltings.,, and 
wanted-: only am opportunity .of 
Quarrelliag ;: and ook Delighs 
and Plcaſorerin'a Life of Contens 
uon,:andr1in rendring bunſcif uns 
ea'lc 
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cafic' and vexatious:'to- others: 


dard, and: Mcafure- of our' Chas 
rity £o0ne another.'! Bur befides 
this, the Effects which tollow-our 
unreafonable Pathons arc: very 
hurctul and injurious; when Things 
are taken. amuſs, tathly; and; with 
ſuch a quick hand: :For we arc 
all apt to be miſtaken, and then 
moſt likely when Men's Actions 
are not - permitted; to: fall ander 
our due Confideratiort:- Bur 'we 
run away hcadlong, and 1+ great 
haſt upon undeliberate' Apprehen- 
fions. In this cafe Innocence it 
elf roo often ſuffers 5 by reaſon 
that the Merits of 'the Caufe /are 
not calmly inquired into: at. the 


kt, 
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firſt, and Men ate hardly perſwa- 
ded: to- examine - them afterwards, 
becauſe few care to be thought 
guilty of an Error: By means 
hereof, a long Frain of Miſchief 
followeth ; Paſſion fill growing 
higher and hotter than at the firſt 
kindling. And therefore , when 
our Paflions begin to be warm, 
we ſhould have ar Eye to the 
Fewel ; conſider the Cauſe which 
blows rhe Spark ; give our ſelyes 
time to think; and to think as 
candidly ' and favourably as we 
can, left we go on to puniſh Men 
quite contrary to the Laws of 
Charity , and Juſtice too , not ſo 
much. for cheir - Crimes, as -for 
our own falfe Preſtmptions ; and 
if we would do this very carcfu[- 
ly, that 1s, give room for Thonght 
and favourable Conſideration, be- 
fore we lift up the hand, it would 

G both 
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both leflen'the Paſſion, and either 
ſtop, or moderate the Effects of 
It. 


Secondly ; Though Anger be 
Juſt, in refpe&t of its: Cauſe ; yer 
if it laſteth a longer time than it 
ſhould, it 1s Sinful. The fooner 
our Reſentments go out, the bet- 
ter 1t 15 for our ſelves, and others: 
| And beft of all when they die 
preſently after they are conceiv'd; 
when a Man's Anger s like the 
Fool's Mirth, which Salomon com- 
pares to the crackling of Thorns on: 
2 Flame, that vaniſheth in a few 
moments ; for gtowing Coals are 
very dangerous ; the longer ones 
Diſpleaſure continues , the mere 
averſe he 1s: to Purpoſes and Ex- 
preflions of Charity ; the ſtiffer 
in his Reſentments, the mere in- 
flexible, and the harder to be Re- 

= conciled.- 


De SCE AN EI... i SEAN 


- OSS: tu one it 0k md ot > 
SE ICS RE... He SENS. 


- APA th. "LUN" Pa; 
WI Rar ere Borat ED 


upon Charity. 83 
conciled. That which ſhould 
have been but a tranſient Fit, pre- 
Cipitates in time, and fetleth into 
a fixt Habit: and that ranckles 
and frets inwardly , and cateth fo 
deep, and ſo venomoully into che 


 Bowels, that it proves a deadly 


Ulcer; and then it ends, as in 
the caſe of the Spleen, which was 
once a natural and innocent Infir= 
mity, bur at laſt becomes a very , 
painful and miſchievous Diſcaſe. 
The Apoſtle therefore gives us all 
this Noble Rule of Charity; Let 
not the Sun go down upon your 
Wrath, Epheſ. 4. 26. This looks 
as if 1t were a Branch of the 
Law of Nature : For Platarch tells 
us of thoſe aricient Pagans ,,,., 
the Diſciples of Pythagoras, #4 Fra. 
* That if there happen'd ** 
* any Differences or Brawlings 
* þerween them in. the Day, their 

GG 2 * cuſtom 
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< cuſtom was. to ſhake hands, and- 
< ſalute one another before the 
* ſetting of the Sun. Anger 1s 
fuch a bruſh Thing, that they 
thought it unbecoming Men and- 
Philoſophers, to carry 1t in their 
Boſoms to Bed. But St. Pau/'s 
Reaſon was of a higher Nature 3 
for the Evening was ever a time 
of Devotion ; and we muſt part 
with our Paſhons before the cloſe 
of the Day, leſt a nuxture of Ha- 
tred pollute our Evening Sacri- 
fice,* and infect our Prayers, fo as 
to turn them into an Abomina- 
tion. The Learned Grotizs looks 
por: it as a Phraſe, that was uſual 
among the Hebrews, when they 
meant the'putting any Mater off 
to a longer time: And fo indeed 
we find it in Deut. 24. £5. At his 
day thou ſbalt give the Hireling his 
hire,. neither ſhall the Sun go down 
| upon” 
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#pon it. Which is otherwiſe ex- 
preſs'd, though to the ſame. effect, 
Leo: 19.13. Thow ſhalt not defraud 
thy Neighbour, neither rob him, the 
Wages of him that is hired, ſhall 
not abide - with thee all night until 
the morning. Well, though we 
ſuppoſe the Apoſtle's Expreſſion 
to be Proverbaal , yet Grotrzs 
reckons # an Application of that 
Law, Deut. 21. 23. That the Body 
of every Criminal that was hanged, 
w4s to be buried before night. And 
thet St. Paul's Argument 1s the 
fronger (ti : For if: Puniſhments 
nfiaed by Publick Authority 
were not to continue - till the 
Evefing ; much leſs may any 
Private Differences or Grudgcs 
hold tyl Sun-fet. 

-» Anger 1s for the moſt part a 
Criminal, and roo often proves 
an "Homicide ; and *tis- good to 
G 3 chrow 
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throw 1t aſide, and to commuyit 
unto the - Grave 'betimes : [If we 
let it {leep with us,' and not rid-it 
quite out -of the way, the'mext 
daj's Sun will give it a new- heat; 
and make it outrageous. + 


For Thirdly, This Paſſion doth 
many times grow -and ſwell to 
ſuch a bulk, that nothing wall ſa- 
tisfic 1r but Revenge : It riſcth by 
degrees, if not quell'd in time, 
from Raſh to Inordinate'; from 
Inordinate to Implacable ; from 
Implacable to Revengeful : And 
then is Anger ſinful in the higheſt 
degree of all ; when it þreedeth 
Gall and Choler rothat cxtremuy, 
that the Stomach will not be ſa- 
tisficd without a Glut of Revenge. 
Thus chiefly -15-that Bizterneſs 'and 
Wrath, which the Holy Scripture 
ſo ſevercly 'condemneth : For i} 
PE: | ; wor h 
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worketh not the Righteouſneſs of God, 
| _ 20, = f—— © In 
a poſlibility of doing 
Things ide "ad (4 in -God's 
Eyes ; for its Deſigns and Actions 
are ſtill nuſchievous, and there- 
fore 1t '1s dite&t Enmuty againſt 
God and Man. Charity 1s quite 
forgotten, though the Wretches 
own Pardon can never be ſealed 
without it. Juſtice is not heard, 
though'it cry never fo loud ; The 
yiolent Creature conſiders not 
what 1s'Juſt, but what may be 
Hurtful. The Laws of Chriſt 
are trampled under foor, though 
they were intended to ſweeten all 
our Tempers, to ſmooth ' and 
ſoften our Spirits, to render us 
Humane, Meck, Patient, Gentle, 
Courteous, Merciful and Benign. 
The Revengctul Man ftands in 
ſturdy Oppoſition againſt all”; nor 
- G 4 IS 
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is there. any Miſchicf, againſt his 
Inclinations, if ,it-be within. his 
POWCEr ; eſpecially. if he can-a&t 
it with fafery. Neither-;are - ones 
Fortuncs , . nor . ones Credix, NOT 
Ones ar Life ſecure, if. within 
the. reach of a Reyengeful Arm. 
Nor do' I think , that; Humane 
Naturc 15s capable of -'a "more 
Wicked Diſpofition than this-'1s ; 
becauſe it ſticks at nothing, which 
lies in -3ts way, - though:never fo 
Mean and Baſe, never ſo Piſho- 
'nourable and Scandalous, never 

ſo Barbarous and Cruel. by 
Therefore , ' to: beger in. QUur 
Heatts a. Spirit of truc Chriſtian 
Charity, to Nouriſh and to Expreſs 
it alſo, here' we ſhould begin to 
Subduc our Minds, to Tame and 
Govern our wild Pa ons, 'and © 
bring. our ſelves to a due. Tempe- 
rament. 2nd Compoſure: Conſt- 
c_—_ 
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dering what /a crowd-of Buſineſs 
we are in here, and what a juſt-. 
ling World- this is, we muſt not 
cxpect, but that. there will be Of- 
fences. Bur - chen we. ſhould re+ 
member, that. :we' are all of us 
one Man's -Children ; -made - of 
the ſame Fleſh: and Blood, ſubject 
to the ſame Follies and Infirm- 
ties,and for that Reaſon are'equal- 
ly obliged all of us, to take. Pity 
and Compaſſion upon one ano- 
ther. © There 1s not: one; of us, 
but ftands-in necd of an Atrone- 
ment: And the right way of making 
 1t15,' not by:Sacrificing our Chart- 

ty ; {that will encreaſe our Guilt, 
in ſtead of being an- acceptable 
Oblation;) bur to ferve the brui- 
uh part of our Nature, our Un- 
reaſonable Paſſions, as the: Anci- 
ents were wont to ſerve ther 
Cactel]; to bring them to the Fire, 
hs ty E> anc 
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and make »them ViEtims. - But to 
ſpeak: more parcicularly': You ſee 
how many ways Anger becometh 
Sinful; and to: keep our ſclyes In- 
nocent, we muſt be very careful 
to expreſs our Charity, by order- 
ing and bchaving'our ſelves Cha- 
ritably in-cvery reſpect. 


Firſt ; Govern the Beginnings 
of Paſſion, after a Charitable 
manner. Do not preſently give. 
up Reafon to- Spleen ; nor ceaſe 
to be Men, becauſe you conceive 
your ſclves affronted. Burt Pauſe 
a while ;; Conſider, Think, Exa- 
mine, Argue in your Minds with 
Calmneſs, with Deliberation, and 
with Candour. Before there be 
an Eruption of Choler,, I wiſh 
Pcople would attentively repeat 
the Lord's Praycr; it nught bc a 
good means of teaching them ” 

E 
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be Charitable unto others, by be- 
ing Charitable unto - themſelves ; 
and by begging God's Pardon for 
their - own Treſpaſles, 'to forgive 
thoſe that Treſpaſs againſt them. 
It was the Advice of a Philoſo- 
pher to Azguſius, © That when 
*< he was moyed, he ſhould Read 
© oyer the Greek Alphabet be- 
* fore he ſpoke, or did any.thing. 
For Men ſeldom do any thing in 
Anger, but what they do amiſs, 
and aftewards repent of. - Paſſion 
1s an 11] Councellor , and. a. worſe 
Executioner': And therefore be- 
fore the Foot or the Hand ſtir- 
reth.,, *tis good to Delay , and to 
take Time : In that Time, ask 
your ſelves. a few Queſtions ; 
Whether the Proyocation be Juſt? 
Whether 1t be not Inconſiderable, 
and beneath the Cognizance of a 
Rational Creature, that ought to 
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faveia” great Mind; - above che 
reach'of-every. Trifle/3- Whether 
the Offender be 'rivt a*good' Man 
mn the main? Whether he him- 
{elf had no Provocations? Whe- 
ther he did it not through the In- 
frmity and Weakneſs of Humane 
Nature * Whethet- it was not Un- 
deſigned ? Whether Ignoranee , 
Imprudence, or Inadvertency, was 
not the (Cauſe of 'it? Whether 
your Folly will not-be as great as 
his, or perhaps greater? Whether 
he doth 'not Repent? Whether 
you do--not intend to Repent 
your ſelf? Why yout Repentafice 
ſhould be confidered, and notthis? 
Whether: your Patience, Lcmury, 
and Greatneſs of Mind, will not 
oblige him, and make him love 
_ you? And, Whether the poor 
Man may: not have one tine or 
other a fair opportunity of making 
you 
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you Amends * *Tis odds, but by 
that time theſe Thingsare well con- 
ſidered, your Blood will cool, and 
be brought: to a Temper ; and 
then you will have gained a Bro- 
ther : Nay, you will have gained 
your ſelt; you will have the bet- 
cer of your ſelf; you will be a 
Winner- in both reſpects; you 
will go off with the Comfort and 
Honour of a double Conqueſt, 
and each gotten with a very gen- 


the Hand. 


It, for want of duc Conſidera- 
tion , the Fit continueth ſame 
hours, you-muſt, Secondly, Go- 
ver the Fever fo, as to keep it 
from. being Hectick. There 1s a 
time for all. Things under the 
Sun,. and then it 1s high time for 
* you ta cxpreſs, your Charity when 
the Sure 1s ready to ſet. Cool 
Thoughts: 


— 
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Thoughts ſhould be for the 
Night ; and when the Hurrics of 
the Day are over, we ſhould 
leave off Wrath, and let go Diſ- 
pleaſure too. An Implacable Tem- 
per 1s very Offenſive to the Divine 
Being, . becauſe it 18 utterly void 
of Charity, and true Religion. 
By the Laws of Chriſtianity,cvery 
one hath a Right to his Neigh- 
bour's Mercy ; cſpccaally if he be 
ſorry for his Faults, and deſires 
Forgiveneſs. That indeed every 
Offender is bound to do ; and 
the leaſt he can do, 1s to ask Par- 
don; yet that 1s enough, _ 
the Injury 15 not ſo great, as\to 
require Satisfa&tion. Repentance 
| and Intrearies are Satisfaction ſuf- 
ficient in common and ordinar 
Caſes: And when a Man hath 
gone thus far, he hath acted-like 
a Chriſtan, and may . ſafely pur 
ts 
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his Cauſe -to God's hand, who 
is an Avenger of all that are op- 
preſſed with Wrong. But the Wretch 
that hardeneth his Hearce, and 
ſtoppeth his Ear againſt Chriſtian 
Application, contracteth Guilt in- 
roterable : His own Sins are all 
bound ; no outward Acts of Re- 
ligion avail him, for want of a 
Charitable Spirit within ; his very 
Prayers are ſtopt ; for how ſhall 
God hear him, that hcareth nor 
his Brother 2 He heaperth daily 
ſuch a Load of Sins upon him- 
felf, as makes him uncapable of 
-the Mercy of that good God, 
who expects no other Satisfaction 
at our hands, for the Afronts 
againſt his own Majeſty, but our 
Repentance and Prayers. 

Ler us hear our Great Law- 
giver, Luke 17. 3, 4. Take heed 
unto your ſelves; If thy Brother , 
treſpaſs 


— 


treſpaſs ageinſt thee, rebuke him ; 


and . if he repent , oc pra bim © 


And if be treſpaſs againſt thee ſeven 
times in a day, and ſeven times in 
a day turt again to thee, ſaying, 
I Repent, thou ſhalt forgive him. 
Nay, I very much queſtion, whe- 
ther a Chriftian may ftay for an 
Offender's Repentance in every 
Caſe. For St.Matthew delivers us 
that Law of Charity without that 
Condition , Marth. 18. And if 
our Sayiour's Love to us, be the 
Rule and Standard of our Love 
to one another ; it ſeems to be 
our Duty, and that which beſt 
becomes the Generous Spirit of a 
Chriſtian, to be beforchand withx 
our Enemies, as Chriſt was with 
his : And even for the Offended 


Party to endeayour for Reconciha- 


tion as He did; though bur in 
hopes of their Repentance. 


But, 


CID TOPS int © v7 Ve" Un 6 "TION LHR 


n Wes: ET TIER NE TR 


2H REL he ade anegts OY IN D RIIN ARE. ER er er at ot RL RA BARB Ho a IE PA OB ks . ny COLL 


"TIA W%, D _ bed Pe Ay IVE ” VA E 9. 
ET TEN orcs Sr ahi; v7 I IO I, 


upon Charity. 97 


But, Thirdly, Let a Provoca- 
tion be never ſo juſt, and Reſent- 
ments never ſo long-liv'd,we muſt 
above all Things beware of all 
Actions, and 'of all Intentions 
that are Revengeful. For Pro- 
ceedings of this kind are a moſt 
horrible Violation of the Laws of 
Religion, Charity, and Humanity 
alſo. They arc for Miſchief and 
Hurt only ; and therefore Sayour 
of the Devil's Temper, and Seal 
a Man up to Erernal Flames. It 
15 a dreadful thing to want Bowels, 
I may call it, a great Curſe, for 
a Man ſeldom comes to that high 
pitch of Inhumanity, as to have 
a hardned Heart, but by the Judg- 
ment of God, though the Work 
be a Man's own; yer fo it 1s, 
that a Trade of Uncharitableneſs 
draws on* Cruclty : So that by 

PUt- 
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putting off the Chriftian, People 
learn by degrees to throw afide 
Man too ; whereas the Defign of 
our Rehgion 1s, rather #0 make 
us Angels. Fo this purpoſe we 
are ſtrictly commanded, not to 
Avenge our ſelves; not to Re- 
compenſe Evil for Evil ; but to 
overcome Evil with Good; to be 
Panent , Merciful, and Kind ; if 
an Enemy Hunger, to Feed hun ; 
if he Thirſt, co give him Drink; 
and thus to heap Coals of Fire 
upon his'Head ; not to hurt, bur 
to in-tender and-melt him. 

I do not deny, but great Pru- 
dence and Caution may be uſed 
in Treating ſuch as haye done us 
conſiderable Wrongs : For tho” 
we are bound to forgive them, 
and to wiſh them-well, as ſincere- 
ly as we wiſh our ſelyes, and #5 
do them good Offices; yet we 

Are 
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arc not obliged to love them in 
an equal degree and proportion, 
nor to take them again into our 
Boſom, ( at leaſt not preſently )) 
who have alrcady wounded us to 
the quick. However, all manner 
of Revenge 1s utterly unlawtul. 
Revenge 1s, nat when a Man 
puniſheth an Offender juſtly, mo- 
derately., and with a charitable 
Purpoſe of doing him, or others 
Good, .{ ſo Parents puniſh their 
very Children, and Magiſtrates a 
Delinquent ;.) but when he thurſt- 
cth to wreak, and exccutc. his Ha- 
tred, .only, or chiefly, to ſarisfic 
an enraged Mind, and with a cruel 
Deſign, to grieve, afftlict, or tor- 
ment his Neighbour. This is 
extream Wickednefs in a Chri- 
ſtan ; a. Thing that was Con- 
demned even by the wiſer Hea- 
thens : Nay, that which was not 
| H 3 pcr= 
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permitted, the Fews themſelves to 
do with their own private Hands, 
though ſome Things were permit- 


| ted them for the Hardneſs of their 


Hearts : They were allowed in- 
deed to require an Eye for an Eye, 
and & Tooth for a Tooth; bart this 
was tobe done by the Magiſtrates 
Hand; the reft of the Fews had 
a common {ſtanding Law given 
them, Lev. 19. 18. Thou ſhalt not 
avenge ( thy ſelt,) nor bear any 
Grudge againſt the Children of thy 
People. 

' All manner of Revenge 1s now 
{inful, chough 1 be ſought even 
of Publick Authority; and that 
too under another Name, and 
with fpecious Colours. Chriſtia- 
nity 1s the higheſt Improvement 
of Virtue; and the Laws of it 


- are fo ſtrict and perfect, fo fub- 


Imc and pure, that all Tinctures 
of 
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of; Malice and I-will are: a Vio- 


{ation of them. The Spirits of 
Chriſtians ſhould be above all 
ſuch baſe Alloy ; they ſhould be 
refined: and \raiſed to that high 
and noble Pitch, and true Great- 
neſs, as to paſs by Afﬀronts with 
Meckneſs and Charity, and (1f it 
be poſſible ) with* Shghtings and - 
Diſdain. This 1s that true Great- 
neſs and Noblenefs of Mind, which 
becomes us all. For it is rightly 
obſerved: by  Plutarch, and other 
old Moraliits who have written 
againſt our Unreaſonable -and 
Fooliſh Paſſions, That Deſires of 
Revenge proceed from a Detect 
in Nature , from Infirmity and 
Weakneſs ; from ſomething that 
15 Little, and Mean ; and therc- 
fore thoſe Creatures are: moſt ad- 
dicted: co it, which are moſt Con- 
temptible; Bees and Waſps, and 

EMC thoſe 
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this Fileh, by che nableſt Precepes, 


162 A Prattical Diſcourſe 


thoſe Infects among Mankmd roo, 
which therefore bne, and ſting, 
and vex, and wound, becauſe they 
are of. low 'and fordid - Spirns. 
* Wrath ( ſaith ..Plutarch'.) doth 
Phew ds © forme Things that arc 
ira cobib. © terrible, and ſome that 
* arc ridicujous : And therefore 


© of all the Paſſions we are ſub- 


* ject to, 'this 15 the moſt hated, 
* and thc moſt defpifed. - A plam 


Argument , that this Paſfion 1s of 
the meancſt Extraction $ that it. 


proceeds. from the moſt abject, 
degenerate, and- ſordid Natures ; 
trom Slime and Dirt that 1s utterly 
inconſiſtent with - the Purity of 


Religmon: 1 5: 


That Holy and Juſt One , 
who deſcended from Heaven to 


clcanfe, raife, and perfect our Na- 


cure, took greaticareto rid us of all 


and 
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and. by his own (the nobleſt and 
moſt perfective }) Example. The 
Infrmte, Excellence and Dignity of 
his Divine Nature, made all Of- 
fences, againſt him ſwell co infi- 
mee degrees of Guilt, and conſe- 
quently rendred the Actors of 
them ſable to all the degrees of 
Puniſhment, which infinite Juſtice 
might have inflicted. And yer, 
with what eycnneſs of Mind did 
he endure all Reproachcs, Contu- 
melics, Diſgrace, Stripes, Buffct- 
ings,, Wounds, Nails, and Croſs 
tao? He bore all, though from 
the rudeſt, the. vileſt, the moſt 
. malicious Hands, with Paticnce 
and 'Lenity; wih Meckneſs and 
Selt-denial; with Humility and 
Reſignation ; with Candour and 
the. higheſt Charity co the laſt 
Gafp. When he was reviled, he re- 
viled not again ; when he ſuffered, 
H 4 ul 
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he threatned not , but committed 
himſelf to him ' that ' judgeth igh- 
teoufly, 1 Pet. 2.'23 And?what 
was this- for ? -Why. ( faith! the 
Apoſtle ): Chriſt: ſufſeres for-ms, 
leaving us an Example, that -we 


» 


ſhould follow his Steps. © + (19141: 
] V, 
. 


4. Having thus- diſcourſed i:of 
the two Characters: of- Charrry. re: 
lating to Anger, and thew'd -how 
we are-to expreſs this 'great Chri- 


 ſhan' Grace in each reſpect 3 by 


Commanding , Governing: and 
Moderating that miſchievous: Paf. 
{ion, I proceed now to the Con- 
fideration 'of the next Property, 
which 1s called Kindneſs ; -Chiritz 
ſuffereth long, and. is Kind : Mea 

ing, that-'a- Charitable' Perſons 
Compaſſionate, and ——_ : 
YET ORITIOgY = 
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both. in Diſpoſition. ,and Actions ; 
ready in every reſpect to. do all 
the Good he can. By giving us 
a:Deſcription,-.St. Paul ſhews us a 
Puty ; and he /opens. it; particu- 
larly. in another place, | which 
ſeems to- be an-Explication of this 


whole Verſe ;. Eph. 4. 31,.32. Let 


all-Bitterneſs , and Wrath, and. An- 
ger., and, Clamour, and_Evil-ſpeak- 
ing, be put. away from you with all 


Malice ; And' be, ye kind one to ano- 
ther... The Greek, Word, in -both 


places. 1s in.cffe&t the fame and 
the 'Apoſtle's meaning 1s ,;that , in 
Read of. hating and maligning one 
another, we..ſhould; be:.tenderly 
affected, and: uſeful to cach other, 
ready from. our Hearts. co, do one 
another all - the good . Offices 
which le in our Power. - Now 
for the . due: Practifing . of. this 


rc- 
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requite- - of us? "theſe!" — 
Things. , gon z ; 


: of, Thix' we habe. a true rd 
Senſe of 'other ' Men's Wants'and 
Afﬀittions.”  This-iis [that which 
the Holy Scripture-calls 7ender: 
heartedneſs, Epheſ. 4. 32. Boweds 
of Mercy ) *Colof.\3.- 12. ii An, 
Having Compaſſion one of axorbuy, 
1 Pet. 3:8. By which Expreſlions 
1s meant, that we ſhould Sympa- 

thize with all that are in Diſtreſs, 
and have a Fellow-fecling of nc 
anothers AfMictions. For where 
Men's Hearts are -ſo*: hard, -and 
cruſty, 'that their Brethren's Cala- 
micies make little or-'no Impreſ- 
fions' upon them," there it 1$1m- 
poſſible for Charity to be ſoKind- 
ly; Free, and Generous, as the 
Laws of: Chriſtianity” do require. 


Ry hath this World's good; and 
ſeeth 
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feeth his Brother hath need, and 
ſhatteth up his Bewels of Compaſſidh © 
from him; how dwelleth the Love 
of God {( or of Man ) in him? 
1 John 2. 19. It holdeth true'm 
all Caſes, as well as in that of 
Alms-giving ; for the Heart is the 
Spring of all our Actions: And 
it 1s as hard for Chanty to rake 
its due courſe and ſcope, where 
the Bowels arc ſhut up, as for a 
River to run, where the Fountain 

is quite dried up : Rocks many 
times yield a Stream, butt a Stony 
Heart never ; to be ſure; not that 
Liberal Supply of any kind, which 
the. Neceffities of miſerable Ob- 
jects call- for. Therefore thoſe 
Old Philoſophers were cruelly 
miſtaken, who, though they were 
for ourward Offices of Huma- 
mty-; yer thought-it unbecoming 
Reafonable- Natures, 'and mcon- 
s ſiſtent 
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ſiſtent withia Man's Happineſs, 0 


be.moved with Compaſlion in the 

Mind , and to be; -pierced _T 
A. ſenſe of anothers Misfortunes. 
This 1s, to: commit a Rape upon 
all Mankind ; to Raviſh them .of 
their Bowels. Nay, it. doth not 
only ſtifle, the very. Principle of 
Gharity, but it prepares a way 
00; for the: greateſt Injuſtice and 
Oppreſlion.: For how can hc 
ſtick at an thing, though never 
ſo hard, that hath no ſenſe of it ? 
As long as the Affliction toucheth 
not himſelf, - he: feels no more his 
Neighbour” $ Smart; though he 
himſelf gives. the blow , than a 
Flint, or ; an Adamant ; and af 
ſuch Hands acither is Mercy nor 
Juſtice to be expected, This was 
one. great Reaſon, why the Son of 
God was:pleafed to. take Humane 
Nature upon him ;* chat he 1 might 
Dh c 
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be ſenſible of thoſe our conimon 
Miſeries, whereof a Spirit 1s not 
capable of feeling. In all things 
it behoved him to be made like unto 
his Brethren, that he might be a 
merciful and faithful High-Prieft, 
Heb.2. 17. We have not an High- 
Prieſt which cannot be touched with 
the feeling of our Infirmities, but 
was in all Points tempted (that 1s, 


1— med by Afﬀtlctions , acquainted 


with Sorrows and Griets,) /ihe as 
we are, Hcebr. 4.15. His own 
through-ſcnſc of the Hardſhips of 
the World, made him the more 
willingly go about doing good 
duritig '8 abode in the Fleſh, and 
the more merciful ro Mankind 
now, ſince all Power in Farth and 
Heaven hath been pur into his 
Hands. And this will be in us 
the Principle of right Chriſtian 
Charity to one another ; to bc 
pain- 


_— — 


iro A Prattical Diſcourſe 
painfully affected with the Suffer- 
ings of others: And to this end 
we ſhould uſe all poſſible means, 
to mould our Hearts rightly, to 
ſupple them into a very ſoft, ten- 
der, and compaſhonate Temper ; 
and to let all moving Idea's fink 
deep into them, becauſe we are 
the Body of Chriſt, and all of 
us Members of it, kmit toge- 
ther by the ſame Ligaments of 
Faith and Hope ; we ſhould be 
all animated with the ſame Spirit 
of Charity too ; we ſhould have, 
as St. Paul ſpeaks, 1 Cor.12.25,26. 
The ſame Care one for another ; 
fo that if one Member ſuffer , 
all the Members ſhould ſuffer with 
it. 


\ 2. But, Secondly, This 1s not 
cnough, if it be all. *Tis poor 
kindneſs juſt ro be troubled for 


anos 
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anather, and to ſay, God help him. 
Grict, and Sorrow, and Anguiſh, 
and. good Wiſhes, muſt break our 
into Action ; clſe, all the reſt is 
but good natur'd Compliment. 
The Laws of Charity bind us,not 
ro be Barren, -or Untruitful, but 
to be full of Good Works, accor- 
ding as our own Capacities, and 
according as the Wants and Ne- 
ccſiinics of other People are. 


Firſt, Todo their Souls all the 
Good we can. Thus 1s the noblett 
Work of Charity, becauſe it 1s 
done to the.noblcit Part of Man : 
And becauſe there 1s a neceſſity 
for the Soul, upon its parting 
from the Body, to paſs into an 


_Everlafting, Unchangeable Stare, 


either of Happineſs, or Miſery : 
Greater Charity there cannot be, 
than to: miniſter ſuch Helps and 
Means 
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Means to. it now, as ſerve to 'pre- 
pare it for a Bleſſed Eternity : As; 
co inſtruct it in the right ſound 
Faith; to teach it the true Fear 
of God; to ſubdue its Sinful and 
Inordinate Luſts ; and to bring it 
to an habitual Practice of all 
manner of Piety and Virtue. He 
which converteth a Sinner from the 
Error of his way, ſhall ſave a Soul 
from Death, Jam. 5. 20. Such a 
Man faveth ſcveral Souls at once; 
his Neighbour's, and his own too. 
A moſt Honourable Office cer- 
tainly ; the moſt Excellent Work, 
that 1s Crowned with a Reward 
ſo Glorious, ſo Infinite. 


Secondly, Charity obligeth us 
to expreſs a tender Regard to the 
Worldly Neceflities of others al- 
ſo, according to our Abilnies. 
God, who hath ordered all Things 


1" 
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i Nimber,; Meaſure, and Weight, 
hah of his'- great Goodneſs and 
Wifd0ht} thade varicey of Con- 
ditions among! Mankind, and hath 
ſo ſuited Merr's 'Capacities; For- 
flines, #nd Abilities, to their ſeve- 
ra Stfites of Life; that every one 
15' to''be uſefuf in' forne reſpect or 
6thet 'to the reſt, And' becauſe 
fio/Mari' cart poflibly live alone; or 
firppore-himfelf in” a State of ut- 
tet .Sepatation from all others ; 
Corio Neceſſity ties us all to- 
ether, ike ſo many Limbs and 
Members into one Body,that cach 
may miniſter ns Aſſiſtance' to- 
wards: the Maintenance' of the 
whole. Now fo far as any one 
waits, and: becomes feeble, ſo tar 
x is dfabled and hindred: from 
lending its own help to its Fel: 
lows: So that were nothing clſc 
tbe-confider'd-bur the Preferva- 
47:9 I tion, 
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tion, and common Intereſt of Hu- 
mane Society, that alone.. would 
be- enough to ſet all Hands at 
work, upon cxtending themſelves 
in Acts of Charity. | T1977} 

But our Obligations to it arc 
the greater ſtill, becauſe the-Di- 
vine Being, who careth for us all, 
hath made that which 1s a Civil 
Duty,to be a part of our Rehgion 
too ; that which the Neceſlities 
of Humane Society call for, he 
himſelf requires as neceſſary in 
order to our Eternal Intereſt. 
Upon both accounts therefore, as 
we are Men, and Chriſtians alſo, 
we muſt be very carcfu] to ex- 
preſs the Benevolent Diſpoſition 
of our Hearts, by all outward 
Acts of Bencficence , according 
as our Stations and Capacitics are, 
and -according as the Needs and 
Sufferings of other People require 
Our 


I 


upon'Charity. 115 
our -helping .Hand ; as, to fave 
Lite, when it 1s 1n danger ; ro de- 
liver-Captives; to relieve the Op- 
preſſed ;- ro take care of the Sick; 
to: help:the Infirmz to feed he 
Hungry ; to cloath the: Naked ; 
to cheriſh the -Comfortleſs ; to 
lift-up. the Head that” hangerh 
down; to viſit. che Fatherleſs we 
Widow:1in; their Aﬀiction ; and 
to ſend up to the God of Com- 
fort, our Charitable Interceſſions 
for all: It was a Pious and Noble 
Reflection, which 7ob made upon 
himſelf, in the nudſt of his own 
Diſtreſs, . Fob 29. from Verſ. 11. to 
Verſ. 18. When the Ear heard "me, 
then it bleſſed me ; and when the 
Eye ſaw me, it gave ' wimeſs to me: 

Becauſe 'I delivered the Poor when 
he cried, and the Fatherleſs, and him 
thar had none 10 help him. The 


= ing of him . that was ready to 


1 2 periſh, 
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perifh, came upon me, and I cauſed 
the Widow's Heart ta ſong for joy- 
F put on Righteouſneſs, and it 
chathed me; my Judgment was 4 
Robe, and a Diadem. T was. Kyes. 
t0 the Blind'; and Feet was I 20 the 
Lame. I was a Father ta the: Poor, 
and the Cauſe which I knew wot, F 
ſearched out. And: I brake the Faws 
of the Wicked, and plucked' the 
Spoil out of his Teeth: | 


Thirdly. ; Befides our doing 
Good to the Souls and Bodies of: 
Men after this manner, we are: 
bound to expreſs our Charity by 
being kind to their Reputation 
alſo. Intereſt, Fortune, Comfort. 
Peace, Life it. felt, depends upon. 
this; and 1t 18. the more necef- 
fary to be preſerved watt Care, 
becauſe 1t 1s eafe to be Toft, and: 
the hardeſt Thing to be recover'd. 

Nay, 
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Nay, in ſome caſes, the common 
Welfare, and the very Honour of 
God depends upon it too. For 
if the Perſons, whoſe Credit 1s 
wounded, be placed in any pub. 
lick Station either 1m Church, or 
State, i will be umpoſlible for 
them, as wy as the Wound re- 
mains, to do the World that 
Good, or God that Service, which 
is the end of their Office ; and by 
this means the Blow ſtriketh very 
deep, and affedts in ſome mea- 
ſure the whole Community : And 
therefore for the Love of God 
and Man, we ſhould always en- 
deayour either to prevent, or heal, 
If the Perſons reproach'd deſerye 
XK not, *tis but Juſtice to be their 
Advocates ; if they do, *tis Cha- 
rity however : Burt what ever it 
be to them, to be ſure *tis Cha- 
rity to the Publick ; and perhaps 
3 an 
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an EffeQtual, as well as Charitable 


Way, to ſhame and reclaim the 


falſe Accuſers themſclves, whoſe 
buſineſs 1s, not to convince; or 


mend others, but to expoſe chem. 
Beſides, rarely doth any one's Re- 
pptation blecd, bur rhe firſt Drop 
is drawn by thoſe Backbitings 
and Whiſperings , which St, Paul 
mentions, 2 Cor. 12. 20. by Arti- 
fices in private, where the greateſt 
Innocence cannot ſtand upon the 
Defenſive ; and then *tis hke the 
breaking im upon the Dead, that 


cannot help themſelves : In which 


caſe Common Charity ſhould 
move every Man to * for a 
Reſcue, Alas! even Crimes ſhould 
be buricd, and lie quiet in the 
Graye ; becauſe they . cannot ap- 
pear aboye Ground wxhour SCA 


dal, 
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V. 


- 5. Having ſhew'd you that Of 
face. of Charity, which confiſteth 
in Kindneſs, or in doing others 
Good in every reſpect, I procced 
now. to the next Character the 
Apoſtle gives of it; Charity envy- 
eth not : That 1s, will not be di- 
ſturbed or grieved at another's 
Happineſs ; or at any Thing , 
whercin -another excels. - The 
Scripture calls this - Paſſion , Ar 
Evil Eye, Matth. 20. 15. And 
Plutarch compares 1t to a Difcaſe 
in the Eye, by means whereof it 
cannot endure to behold any 
ſplendid or bright Object. 

- Off all the Diſtempers of the 
Mind, there is none that proceed- 
eth from a worſe, nor yet from 
a weaker Cauſe; for it 1s not 

I 4 grounded 
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grounded upon any Perſonal 
Crime, but upon a Wicked Opi- 
non of Partiality in Providence, 
and upon an Abuſive Cancel of 
ones own Deſerts. Where is any 
Injuftice or Blame in the Man, if 
God pleaſeth to - bleſs him with 
outward or inward Gifts above 
his Neighbours ? Yer this 1s the 
Original of Envy, that for Great 
and 'Wife Reaſons, God doth 
diſpenſe his Goodneſs tro ſome 
with a more Liberal Hand, than 
what he extendeth unto others. 
And can any Thing be more 
wicked, than to. quarrel with the 
Divine Being for his Bounty ? Qr 
can any Thing be more unreafo-- 
nable, i to. find. fault with a 
Man, becauſe he is happily madc 
- Partaker' of 1t ? For "or te and 
Hatred, and ſome other Vices., 
there might be, fome Folcrable 
| Pre- 
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Pretence ;. d1d not the Laws of 
Religion forbid them. This Vice 
is the moſt unfortunate of all,thar 
it hath no Covcring, but an Evil 
Heart. 

Burt I am not now to conſider 
ſo much the Unreaſonable Nature 
of Envy, as how contrary and 
oppolite 1t is to a Spirit of Cha- 
rity; for, whereas a Charitable 
Perſon witheth well to all, and en- 
deavours, as far as in him hes, to 
do Good to all; the Envious 
Wretch grieves and PINCS, MUT+ 
murs and complains, frets and ra- 
ges at his Neighbour's Happineſs. 
Such a Wreech 1s nor fo much as 
Charitable ro himſelf; becauſe his 
great (I had almoſt faid, his only) 
kindneſs is to a Vice, that is his 
cruckcft Enemy ; to a Vice, that 
cuts and picrces him to the quick; 
to a Vice that cats daily upon his 
Vi- 
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Vitals, and; into: his Heart; and 
in return for 1ts . Entertainment, 
gives him nothing but Gall and 
Wormwood. And how. can it 
be expected, that a Man fo imbit- 
ter d ſhould be Charitable to any 
other. If you have Envying, and 
bitter Strife in your Hearts, glory 
not, and lye not againſt the Truth. 
This Wiſdom deſcendeth not from a- 
bove, but is Earthly, Senſual, and 
Deviliſh : For where Envying and 
Strife. is, there is Confuſion, and 
every Evil Work : Jam. 3.14,15,16. . 
There is Meaneſs of Spirit, Co- 
vetouſneſs, Detraction, Hatred, 
Lying, Malice, Fraud, Opprefſion, 
Partiality, Cruelty, and too often 
Blood-guilcineſs it ſelf. The firſt 
Blood that ever was ſhed upon 
the Farth, was ſhed our of mcer 
Envy ; becauſe the Lord had- re- 
ſpe unto Abel, and to his Offer- 
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ing, Gen. 4. 4 Yet how was 1t 
a Crime in Abel, or why-was he 
to be blamed, that God loved 
him ? aries} 
An Envious Spirit being fo in- 
conſiſtent with Charity, ſo repug- 
nant to it, ſo utterly deſtructive 
of it, we ſhould uſe all poſſible 
means to pluck out of our Souls 
this poxſonous Root of Bitterneſs: 
Then ſhall we be Charitable in- 
deed when we unfeignedly defire, 
not only the Eternal, but even the 
Temporal Proſpericy of 'all Men; 
and ſtrive according to our Abi- 
lity to Promote it. Then ſhall we 
expreſs our Charity indecd; when 
we ſeek not our own only, bat 
conſider the Caſes, and- ſuit our 
ſclves to- the Circumſtances of 0- 
thers, as if they were our own 
too; when we bleſs God for 
chem, and are ſgtisfied and pleaſed 
to 
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to ſee our Neighbours ſit at Peace 
under their Vines, delighted and 
chearful with their Milk and Ho- 
ney about them. Then are we 
Charitable to. all Men, when in 
ſtead of fretting againſt any, we 
take Compaſſion upon the worlſt, 
lamenting and pitying their Infe- 
licities, as well as Sin, when they 
abuſe and nuſapply the Mercics of 
God to them. Then are we Cha- 
ritable indeed, when we rejoyce 
for thoſe Gifts which the Divine | 
Bounty beſtows, eſpecially upon | 
Good Men ; when we are Thank- | 
ful for them, and make this Chri- 
ſtian Uſe of them, as to become 
our ſelves the Wiſer and Better 
for them: Then are we Chari- 
table indeed, when we 2re con- 
rented with our own preſent Por- | 
tion, and fatisfied with other 
Men's, entirely ſybnutting to the 

| Will 
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Will of God, with this comfor- 
cable Perſwaſion, That in the ſe- 
veral Acts of his Providence to 
tem and us,” he doth that which 
1s beſt for us all; if not that 
which we moſt Cover, yet that 
whictr we moſt Need. Brictly, to 
Acquieſce in his Goodneſs and 
Wiſdom, confidermg how much 
we Enjoy above what we really 
deſerve, how many Thoufands 
chat deſerve as welt come vaſtly 
ſhore of us, and: how: httle ſhorr 
we our felyes comparatively come 
of. thoſe who deſerve berter'; to 
put' a due value upon every the 
kat Bleſſmg of God; and with 
all modeft Reſignation to leaye 
our felves, our Fortunes, and our 
Brethren; to tis Government and 
Difpoſal : This 1s: at once: ro be 


Wiſe, Patient, Pious, and' Char:- 
rable alfo. 
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.+.6. The: next Character. which 

St. Paul gives of Charity, as a Rule 
for us to expreſs it by, 1s not ſo 
readily underſtood as the former, 
becauſe it admurs of various Inter- 
pretations; The Expreſſions which 
the Apoſtle uſerh, 1s no where elſe 
to be found in the Holy Scrip- 
ture. Very ,probably it-1s a Latin 
word made Greek, as ſome other 
words in the New Teſtament are, 
and therefore 1t 1s no wonder, if 
it bears a very doubtful Senſe ;cſpe- 
cially conſidering, that it 18:no 
yery ' common Word among the 
Old Latines neither : , Ov mymgeve mw, 
s the Expreſſion ; which our 
Tranſlation rendreth , Doth *not 
want it ſelf: But this 1s included 
n the following Character ' of 
| Cha- 
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vl that Conſtruction be right 
which: : Dr.'\ Hammond. mentions 
(chough without any Credit) our 
of -Phavorinns, in ſhould be ren- 
dred thus, ; Charity flattereth not ; 
and . certainly. Flatterers - are the 
moſt Uncharitable People in the 
World; for they carry. a Feather 
in their Hands with a deſign to do 
ſoft Execution; .and theretore are 
to be avoided as baſe and curſed 
Fellows, as Deſtroyers and Peſts, 
faith Plutarch , ( De Lib. Educ.) 
To which purpoſe, that wiſe Hea-- 
then hath. written a large. Dil- 
courſe ; ( Plut. de Adul. & Amici. 
Diſcrimine.) Py 
. Some Divines render the Apo- 
{le's Expreſhon thus, Charity 1s; 
not Izconflant ; Others, Charity 1s 
not Pretending, Feigned, and Hy-. 


pocritical , 
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poeritical ; 18 which ſtrife, Clemens 
Alexandrinus and St. Baſil ſeem to 
agree. o'Þ, 

There are no+ kefs* thary nine or 
een Interpretations of the Phraſe: 
But the-faireſt, and - that which 15 
moſt followed by the- Learned) 1& 
that of St. Chryſoſtom and* Zertul- 
lit ; Charity 5 not P rectpitant ;; 
or, 4 Charitable Perſon- doth! not 
run headlong ; doth not act raſh- 
ly, boiſterouſly, and without due 
conſideration. 

That Noble Faculty the Under- 
ſtanding, being planted in the Soul 
by Almighty Ged, co-direCt us in 
all Cafes; Reaſon ought to be the 
Principle and: Rule of our MoraP 
Actions: We ſhould firſt propoſe 
ro' our ſelves a good End in all our 
Undertakings , 'and * then make 
choice of ſuch good Means:, as: 
right Reaſon tells us are fit and: 
| a proper 
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PTOPCr fois the attaining-1t. Un- 
kefs we do manage our ſelves thus 
confiderately, we do' not act like 
Rational':Beings ; but like Mad- 

men, Fools, and Brutes. - 
Therefore when we are about 
to - deal::with one another , we 
ſhould: ſtrictly - Examine beforc- 
hand, Whether the End we drive 
at be Chariable ,' or conſiſtent 
with our Neighbours: Good and 
Welfare; and whether the Mcans 
we. would: uſe be Charitable in 
hke manner. : ' For if cither the 
End, or the Means, be contrary to 
the Law of Charicy, che: Action 
it ſelt muſt needs be very linful, 
and defile the Conſfcietice ; and 
therefore it ſhould be well weighs 
ed and conſidered before-hand. 
Men ſhould not do Things, efpe- 
cially 'Things of this Nature, in 
an hurry + nor ſuffer their Paſ- 
K {ions 


x 
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fions to carry them yiolently on,; 
before Right Reaſon hath had Au- 
dience ; becauſe when an Action 
is done hand over head, it is a 
very great Chance 1f it be not 
Evil. The Thing Intended may 
be Evil,for ought the Man knows; 
for he confiders it not ; and the 
courſe he takes to bring it about, 
may be Evil too, and ſeldom 1s 
an Action unadviſedly done, but 
it is ſo: And then Miſchicts un- 
avoidably follow, and ſome too 
that perhaps were not defigned at 
the firſt. *Tis St. Chryſoftom's Ob- 
fervation, ThatCharity makes one 
. Prudent,Cautious,Grave,and Con- 
deſcending, and by brmging the 
Mind to Temper -and 'Thought- 
fulneſs, preventeth Raſh and Injp- 
rious Proceedings. But if Spicen 
make head againſt Reaſon, and 
Inconfideration- gets the Maſtery, 

| Power 
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Power ſtrikes at every Thirig that 
Rands m the way, whuch in that 
caſe is as a Knife in the Hand of a 
Mad-man. 

Therefore in the whole inter- 
courſe of thoſe Offices, which 
alually paſs ' between Man and 
Man', we {hould deliberate about 
our Actions 1n good time; and 
how Alluring ſoever any Thing 
appears, we ſhould narrowly look 
mto the Nature of it, in ſtead of 
viewing the Face ; and confider 
throughly firſt, whether i be Juſt, 
then whether 1t be Charrtable alfo, 
conſiſtent with that Goodneſs and 
Kindneſs of Mind which becomes 
4: Chriſtian. If the Thing be 
contrary to the Law of Love,and 
fuch as we would not haye ano- 
ther to do to our own ſelves, we 
mift with a very quick Hand lay 
the Bridle upon our Paſſions, leit 
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the Beaſt ſhould proye Heady,and 
by running away with us at all 
adventures, ruſh us headlong into 
a great many Sins. We ſhould 
fit down a while and conſider, 
how ſhort our Life: 1s at the beſt, 
and what little time in compari- 
ſon we haye to do Good in the 
World ; and how fuddenly:many 
drop into the Grave, before they 
have done any at all. We ſhould 
conſider, what baſe Vices Hatred 
and Malice are ; what Diſhonou- 
rable and Wicked Purpoſes they 
rend to ; what Mean and Helliſh 
Arts Men are driven to, for the 
putting of them in execution ; 
what Diforders they make in the 
World ; how Prejudicial they are 
to the Intereſt of Mankind, to 
the Peace and Comfort of Hu- 


mane Late ; and what Irreparable 


Miſchiets ariſe from them naru- 
rally, 
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rally, not only to Single Perſons, 
but to Bodies, to Fanulies, to 
Publick Societies, nay ro the whole 
Church and State, when once 
they come to break out, as yery 
often they do, into Epidemical 
Outrage. We ſhould conſider 
too, what Rewards they bring to 
the Actors themſelves, after all 
theſe Dreadful Conſequences ; 
Vexation and Anguiſh of Spirit, a 
Polluted Conſcience, a loſt Cre- 
dit, an abbreviated Life, and in 
ſtead of any ſolid Satisfaction in 
the Courſe, or at the End of ut, 
Ercrnal Damnation at laſt, both 
of Soul and Body. What Fruit 
will Men have then of thoſe 
Things, whereof they ought even 
now to be Aſhamed ? I am per- 
ſwaded, if Pcople would but De- 
hberate thus before-hand, and ſut- 
ter their Minds kindly to enter- 
| —F rain 
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tain theſe, or ſome of theſe Con- 
fiderations, it would be” impoſſible 
for half ſo much Folly and Storm 
to be in the World: Such an 
excellent way this is, not only to 
Expreſs, but to encreaſe Men's 
Chatiry to one another, and to 
keep them from cunibling Precipl- 
touſly into a vaſt Complication of 
Wickednefles and Maisfortunes ; 
which one day Uncharitable 
Wretches will repent of ; tho? 

perhaps not till it be too late; till 
they. haye Sinned the time of cheit 

Peace away. FI 


VIL 


7. The next Character of Cha- 
rity 18, that 1t "75 ot Puſſed a 3 
alloweth not Pcople to be: Proud 
and Arrogant, to be Haughty and 
Supercilious to have an immodeſt; 

| lofty | 
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lofty, and over-high Conceit of a 
Man's own ſelf; or to bchave 
himſelf with Contempt and Scorn 
towards thoſe, whom he looks 
down upon at a diftance as his In- 
feriors. 

There is hardly another Vice 
that 1s more Foohſh, more Hate- 
ful, than Pride 1s; none that is fo 
like to the DeviFs Temper ; I am 
ſure, none that ſtands in more di- 
re& oppoſition to all the Laws of 
Charity. An humble Mind ſtoops 
to all, though the meancft and 
loweſt Offices; nor is there any 
Act of Love, which it 1s not wil- 
ling to reach out a kind Hand 
unto, though 1t be to the waſhing 
of Feet : And the Reaſon 1s, be- 
cauſe a truly humble Man hath fo 
modeſt an Opinion of himfelf , 
and fo high an Eſteem of others, 
that he 1s apt to reckon all good 

K 4 Oftices 
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Offices to be 'a kind of Debt ito 
them, and a very neceflary,though 
a poor Tribute of Honour. to: the 
Meck and Lowly Jeſus. Burt Pride 
ſets Men. ſo remote from ' their 
Neighbours, that to deſire their 
Friendſhip, looks like Incroach- 
ment; and for. themſelves to offer 
it, ſeems to them a Tranſgreſſing 
the Rules of Greatneſs; and fo in 
that diſtance and interval between 
State and Meanneſs, many Acts of 
True Charity- are wanting, many 
Blefſed Opportunities of doing 
Good drop to the Ground, and 
are quite loſt, and perhaps too 
when the Neceſſities of Poor 
Wretches are moſt prefſing. Sel- 
dom-do Proud Men think of God 
himſclt, They care not for God, nei- 
ther is God in all their Thoughts, 
faith David, Pal. 10. 4 They 
think not of hum as thayr Maker 


and 
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and Benefaftor, by whom they 
live; or as their Law-giver and 
Judge, by whom they muſt be 
Sentenced to Eternity ; at leaft 
they think not with that Grati- 
tude, Reverence, and depth of 
Thought, which ſhould ſwallow 
up all their vain Imaginations. 
And if God be not in their Minds, 
it 1s no wonder if Men be not 
there, and 1if they be full of no- 
thing but Themſelves. But this 1s 
not all : The Caſe would be bet- 
ter though they did no Good, if 
they did no Hurt neither. But 
Pride 1s ſuch an Injurious and Im- 
perious Vice, that where. it Ruleth, 
it adnuts of no. Bound but thoſe 
of its own ſetting, and thoſe are as 
uncertain,as precarious Priviledges 
under an Arbitrary Power. Pride 
commonly hath Covetouſneſs for 
Its Factor, to Toll and Drudge for 
Its 
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its Maintenance; and when thoſe 
Vices go hand in hand, nothing is 
ſafe that is within reach, though 
i be Naboth's Vincyard. Ahab 
was ſick at Heart for it, and to 
recover his Content, the Poor 
Man's Blood was ſought for too, 
as the ſpecdieſt Remedy. Men of 
ſuch Tempers are fo bloated with 
an Opmion of their own Deſerts, 
that they tancy themſelves to 
have a kind of Right to every 
Thing, eſpecially if it be judged 
_necefſary and convenient ; and 
how then can we hope for Cha- 
rity, when there is no room for 
Juſtice ? Fraud, Rapine, and Op- 
prefſion, arc the uſual deſigns of 
an elated Mind, and 'tis the harder 
to ſtop them, becauſe Proud Peo- 
ple are cyer apt to over-look their 
Actions ; think it a Diminution 
ro obcy ſuch a Thing as Con- 
{c1ence ; 
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ſcience ; are too Big to be taken 
to account ; too High to ask 
themſelves ; is there not Iniquity 
in my Right Hand? - 

© Indeed People who are thus 
puffed up, have not always power 
to hurt others much in their For- 
tunes ; but then they ſeldom fail 
ro oppreſs them in their Fame 
which is another Thing utterly in- 
conſiſtent with that Candor and 
Goodneſs,which evermore attends 
2 Charitable Temper. Pride 1s 
always very Cenſorious ; though 
many times there 1s no other Rea- 
ſon for the, hard Character it 
gives, but this only, That it may 
have a Fol, to ſer off it ſelf. The 
greateſt Innocence is often Re- 
proached, becauſe Proud People 
care not what others deſerve, but 
would have you know how Sin- 
gular their own Meris are; by 
ds + cn. 
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its Maintenance; and when thoſe 
Vices go hand in hand, nothing 1s 
ſafe that tis within reach, though 
i be Naboth's Vineyard. Ahab 
was ſick at Heart for it, and to 
recover his Content, the Poor 
Man's Blood was ſought for too, 
as the ſpecdieſt Remedy. Men of 
ſuch Tempers are fo bloated with 
an Opinion of their own Deſerts, 
that they fancy themſelves to 
have a kind of Right to every 
Thing, eſpecially if it be judged 
neceſſary and convemient ; and 
how then can we hope for Cha- 
rity, when there 1s no room for 
Juſtice ? Fraud, Rapine, and Op- 
preffion, are the uſual deſigns of 
an elated Mind, and 'tis the harder 
to ſtop them, becauſe Proud Peo- 
ple are eyecr apt to over-look their 
Actions ; think it a Diminution 
to obey ſuch a Thing as Con- 
om we x 
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ſcience ; are too Big to be taken 
to account ; too High to ask 
themſelves ; is there not Iniquity 
in my Right Hand? | - 

Indeed People who are thus 
puffed up, have not always power 
to hurt others much in their For- 
tunes ; but then they ſeldom fail 
ro oppreſs them in their Fame ; 
which is another Thing utterly in- 
conſiſtent with that Candor and 
Goodneſs,which evermore attends 
a Charitable Temper. Pride 1s 
always very Cenſorious ; though 
many times there 1s no other Rea- 
ſon for the hard Character it 
gives, but this only, That it may 
have a Fol, to ſet off it ſelf. The 
greateſt Innocence is often Re- 
proached, becauſe Proud People 
care not what others deſerve, but 
would have you know how Sin- 
gular their own Merits are; by 
NO” On Oo RI fda 
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expoſing a Neighbour, they hope 
you will think the better and the 
more highly of them : By throw- 
ing Dirt upon others Faces, they 
think their own will appear 'the 
more Beautiful ; like the haugh- 
o Phariſee m the Goſpel, who 
thought ro Recommend himſelf 
to God, by making Reflections ; 
T am not as other Men are, Extor- 
tioners, Unjuſt, Adulterers, nor even 
as this Publican, Luke 18. 11. 

By this Injurious and Unchar!- 
table Practice, many Miſchiets be- 
fal Mankind; as Strife, Railings, 
Amimoſities, Violence, and all man- 
ner of Outrage. So. that Salc- 
mon ſaith , Prov. 13.10. Only by 
Pride cometh Contention. *Tis the 
only Natural Mother of Conten- 
tion : There are Accidental Cauſes 
of it, as Drunkenneſs, Paſſion, 
Revenge, and the like , which 
bring 
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bring forth Strife upon preceding 
Heats and Provocations ;;butPride 
is the;only Vice, that hath a. con- 
ſtant, natural Inclination that way; 
a- Principle that tends to Strite, 
whether there be juſt Provoca- 
tions' Or NO ; the Vice that loves 
it, and delights - in it ; and indeed 
that Signalizeth it ſelf chiefly by 
it ; for had we not Reaſon to be- 
ware of Quarrels, and to be afraid 
of them, tor the nuſchievous Na- 
ture and Conſequence of them, 
very little notice would be taken 
of Proud Pcople ; they would be 
the moſt Slighted and Scorncd, as 
now they are the moſt; Hated 
Creatures in the World. . 
_ | Therefore that we may beger 
in us a right Spirit of Charity,and 
be able duly to expreſs. it, we 
ſhould Learn of our great Law- 
giver and Excmplar, ro. be yay 
2.r/ it 
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lewly in Heirt ; Matth. 11. 29. 
We "ould firſt lay our ſelves low - 
under an awfut Apprehenfion of 
God's Greatneſs, and under a juſt 
Senſe of our own Vieeneſs and 
Unworthineſs, to be ſurc in com- 
pariſon of Him ; _ of whoſe Perfe- 
ions and Glory there is no End. 
Them we ſhould conſider, with 
what admirable Wiſdom God 
hath ordered the World ; that as 
all Things depend upon 'bim, fo 
under him one Thing dependeth 
upon another,and miniſtreth Help 
to another ; and in this reſpect or 
that one Thing excelleth another 
too : That Man himſelf, though 
he ſtruts upon the Earth with 
fuch Pomp and State, is behold- 
ing to the meaneſt Creature for 
Succour and Afliftance : That the 
moſt Valuable Things any Man 


hath are all borrowed, and that 
but 
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but for a little time too. That 
though the Righteous be more 
Excellence than his Neighbour, yer 
« is God that makes the «diffe- 
rence, and :that we have nothing 
of our own but our Follies and 
our Sins. Few think 1t reaſonable 
to be proud of theſe ; and be- 
cauſe all the reſt are Debts, there 
is no reaſon for any to be proud 
of them nexher. Upon theſe ac- 
counts we ſhould prick the Bubble 
mour Minds,which hath nothing 
in it but Air, nothing about it but 
Phantaſtical Gatety, to pleaſe Chil- 
dren and Fools. The buſineſs of 
a Mar is to do Good ; and in or- 
der thereumto, we ſhould Prefer 
one another in Honour, Rom.1 2.10. 
Condeſcend to Men of low Fflate, 
Verl. 16. Do nothing through Strife 
6 Vain-glory, but in lowlineſs of 
Mind-each fhould efteem other better 


thay 


| 
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thai themſelves, Phulip. 2. 3. Bc- 
cauſe how great ſocver one: Man's 
Gifts may be, thoſe of the moſt 
inferior Rank have in ſome re- 
ſpe&t or other greater Gifts than 
he hath. Bricſly we ſhould wni- 
tate the great Humility of the 
Lord Jeſus, as a ſure way of cx- 
preſſing his great Charity. too ; 
who though He was in Form of 
God, and thought it no:Robbery 
to be Equal with Ged, yet made 
himſelf of no Reputation. As 
he laid aſide his Glory for the 
Form of a Scrvant ; ſo he laid 
aſide his Garments for the loweſt 
Munſtration, to waſh the Feet of 
his Diſciples with thoſe moſt hol] 
Hands, which had wrought ſo 
many Miracles, nay to waſh the 
Feer of Judas himſelf, that was 
now going to betray him. But I 
ſhall ſpeak no more at patty => 
this 
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this Virtue, Humility, becauſe is 
will require a: parucular Diſcourſe 
by « lp 


VIII 


Charity as, "That jt doth 70t behave 
it felf Unſeemly ; doth nothing to 
ofters that 1s Indeccas, Foul, or 
Unſuuable, to the Excellence and 

Honour of Chriſt's Religion. 
One gecat Reaſon 119, becauſe 
&xorderly and dugracctul Actions 
are not only Evil in their own 
Naxzure; but arc Evil in thar Ef- 
ts, Scandalous and very Hurt- 
ful in their Conſequences ; they 
carry a ſtrong Infection with 
them, which is of Eyil Opera 
ton ; they ſerve to taint the Minds, 
and corrupt the good Manners of 
other Poople, that behold them ; 
E, and 


146 A Prattical Diſcourſe 


and: ſo arc. apt to draw a great 
many - more--ro iithe- Prattice -of 
them. This 1s that which the 
Scripture mcaneth, when it ſpeaks 
of making Men to Sin; of laying a 
Stumbling-Block 1n their way; of 
wounding their Confciences ; of Of- 
fending,*and giving Offences ; as 
thoſe two wicked Sons of El did, 
Hophni and Phineas, when they 
abuſed Women 'm that ſhameful 
manner. 'i' Sam. 2. ' And fo it s 
always, when People are allured 
into 'the -- Communion of any 
Guilt; wher they are encouraged 
and-tempted to do an Evil Thing 
by ſecing others do it. Nothing 
1s more Natural than Imitation, 
eſpecially in bad Things. Such 1s 
the. Corruption of our Naturc, 
that:every one 15 of a ſoft, waxy 
'Diſpoſition on that fide, apr to re- 
cerve.deeper Impreſſions from =_ 
4.76 Lt 
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ill Example, than + from! many 
good ones. There 15:.a, Conta- 
glon'in Vice;; which inſenſibly 
goes from one to another, till the 
Diſcaſe:becomes General... A Dif- 
orderly Maſter tcacheth his whole 
Fanuly: Licentiouſneſs and. Irrelt- 
gion. An Unjutt,, Malicious,-and 
Diſlolure Neighbour, is a Plague 
to a. whole Society. and-' ſhews 
others the way : how. ito be fo 
roo... A Seditious Subyect ; em- 


boldens many: more. to |.diſturb 


the Publick Peace;. and.one Facti- 
ous Preacher 1s enough to, taiſe 
Animoſities, Quarrels, and; Sehiſms 
in a- whole Church ; when once 
the Infection ſpreads, God knows 
where it! will end; the Sin ;and 
Miſchiet runs. on, and is {tf pro- 

pagated- with: the Example. 3; 
'Upon. this account cycry Scan- 
daJous : and: Shametut. Action 
L a utterly 
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atterly Repugnant to the Rule of 
Charity, becauſe it 1s Injurious, 
and. Injurious in the higheſt de- 
erec; Injurious to the Souls of 
Men, to thoſe Precious and Im- 
mortal Spirits of Men, for which 
the Lord Jcfus was pleaſed of his 
own meer Goodneſs and Charity 
to dic. This 1s a Sin of a very 
high Nature, a Sin againſt Chrift, 
faith St. Paul, 1 Cor. $. 12. that 
doth after a more peculiar man- 
ner, and with a particular fort of 
Spear, wound that infinite Lover 
of Souls. 

For the opcning this Matter a 
lictle farther, it will be very uſe- 
ful for us to conlider two famous 
Caſes, that were in the beginning 
of Chriftianury, even mm the Days 
of the Apoſtles. Then there were 
rwo hot Controverſies in the 

Church ; and ut 15 obſervable, thac 


ft 
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mn each Caſe the Controverſic 
was about a Thing that was purc- 
ly indifferent ; no particular Law, 
whether from the Nature of the 
Thing, or from God, or from the 
Church, binding People to act 
the one way or- the other : And 
yer. in both Caſes, Charity was 
the great General Rule, which the 
Apoſtles ordered Men to go by,for 
fear of tempting others into Sins 
which plainly ſhews, that to give 
2 Scandaious 'Example, by any 
fhametul or foul Action, 15a moft 
abominablc Practice. 


The firſt Caſc related to thoſc 
Fws, who were newly breught 
over to: Chrifttanity. Many of 
them were fo weak in their Faub, 
ſo uninftructed as yet in the Do- 
£Etrinc of Chriſtian -Liberty,, that 
they thought x till neceſſary for 

| Ly 
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them. to obſerve the old: Fewifh 
Sabbath, and other Solemn Days, 
which Moſes had appointed;: and 
© abſtain torally from ſome ſorts 
of Meats, which had bcer forbid- 
den by Moſes : Qthers agam-made 
no ſcruple abour theſe. Things, but 
look'd ' upon thoſe? + Days: and 
Meats -as Indifterent- now/ under 
the Goſpel ; and: accordingly they 
uſed their Ghriſtian Liberty as-to 
both. - Now though St. Paul-gave 
this Rule to cach Party, Rome.1 4.3. 
Let nbt him that eateth, deſpiſe him 
that eateth not; and let not him 
that eateth not, judge him that eat- 
eth. * Yet the Apoſtle ſeems moſt 


inclined ( as Charitable-Men arg 


apt to-be) co "the weaker fide ; 
and har Chaney might have the 
caſting Hand 1n the whole:Con- 


rroverſie. © He directed thoſe who 


weifthroughly Inftructed; not to 
| ule 
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uſe their full Iawful Liberty i in the 
preſence. of.;at weak Brother, leſt 
he ſhould :be : xempred, - either to 
doias others did; though againſt 
his Conſcience; or clfe to forſake 
the Chriſtian Commumion; either 
of - which; ; would have been a 
deadly, Sin.  Zudge-this, (faith the 
Apoſtle) that: 0 Man put a flum- 
bling Block, or an occafion to fall, 

in his Brother's way, ROM. 14. 13: 

And again, If. thy Brother be prie: 
ved. (or ſcandalized): by thy Mear, 

now - walkeſt thou 'not -Charitably: 
deftroy not him: with- thy Meat, for 


_ whom Chriſt died, V. 15, And 


again, For - Meat - * deftvoy . ot: the 
IVork, of God:, all Things indeed ave 
pure, . but it. is evil for that Man 
who eateth with Offence. It is good 
neither to eat\Flefb,, nor to drink 
Wine, nor any thing whereby thy Bro- 
ther; ſlumbleth, or 15 offended,or'made 
weak; V.20,21. L4 a 
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The ocher Cafe relaxed co thoſe 


"Profelites, who had becn brought 


over' to Chriſtiahity. from Hed: 
theniſm. Whereas there was an 
old General Cuſtom aniong the 
Heathens, to ear part of thoſe 
Sacrifices, which had been offeted 
ro their ſuppoſed. Deitics, rnany 
of them, thongh thcy had recet- 
ved the Chriſtian Faich; continued 
this Cuſtom neverthelefs ; behe- 
ving fil, that the Things they 
Worthipped were Real Beings , 
and that they themfelves were 
better by much for partaking 
of thoſe ther Sacrifices. Others 
knew , that theſe were grofly 
miſtakert; and were convinced , 
that rhoſc Idols were nothing but 


PA Fictitious and. Imagmary Dexties : 


Howevcr "theſe too reſorted to 
the Idol-Feafts for Compliance- 
fake, 
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fake, yet' believing them not to 
be Religions; bur ordinary Frichd- 
ty Meals. Now this was a very 
Shameful and Evil Practice : For 
chough the eating of thoſe Meats, 
abſtractedly and ſimply confide- 
red, was 4 Thirlg ndfirene yet 
the Seandal it gave, made 1t ut- 
terly unlawful, becaufe it was a 
Violation of Charity ; 1t confir- 
mee others in their old Heathen- 
Hh Opinion, and encouraged them 
to go on ſtill im their old Hea- 
theniſh finfal Courſe. To rectifte 
this Matter therefore , St. Paut 
d<ſcourſeth 1n 1 Cor. 8. ſhewing, 
chat though he and others had a 
very vite Opinton of the Hea- 
then-Idols, yet it was a moft 
ſhameful and wicked thing to lay 
Rl ſtumbling Block ict their Bre- 
thren's way, {that is the Expreſ- 
{101 again ;) that 15, ro Miniſter 

= unto 
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unto .thcm , any. -occation, of tal-: 
ling. intq,..or of ,cantinuing, jn-2! 
ſinful Practice. ;. Meat commend- 
eth us not-aunto'Gowl \ for neither ;if 
we eat are we the, better, neither tf. 
we eat, not are we.the worſe. ;; Bat 
take heed, left by any means this Li- 
berty of [yours become., 4; ſtumbling, 
Block. to them that are. weak. -, For, 
if a Man. ſee thee, who haſt know- 
ledge, fit at Meat in the Idols Tem- 
w hg ſhall not the C: onſcience of: bim 
that is weak , be  embolden'd 10. eat. 
thiſe Things which ate offered. to, 
fdols ? . And through . thy knowledge. 
Jhall the weak -Brother periſh ,.- for 
whom Chriſt died.? Vcr(.8,9,10;11. 
And at the cloſe of that Chapter 
he declared his own Peremptory 
Reſolution ;. That if Meat made 
his Brother 7o offend, he would.eat 
10 Fleſh while the World. ſtood, left, 


he ſhould make his Brother to offend, 
Here 
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Here: then is :a noble Rule of 
Charity: for us all to:go by, viz. 
To :be very -carctul that we do 


Not at arly- time” encourage others 


r0-do-Evil, . by our- Indecent and 


Scandalous Examples'many cafe: 


Not ſo much as in:the: uſe::of 


[Things purely: Indifferent;: much 


leſs by doing Things that have a 
Moral and Natural: FTarpitude 
in them : Such Things are - of a 
moſt ſhameful Narure;! ahd of ve- 
ry dangerous Conſequence ; and 
iGraiinn we ſhould :always be- 
ware of them, leſt we be anſwer- 
able for other Men's Blood and 
Rune, as well-as our own. 
OE by underſtands the 
Apoſtle thus, Charity is nor 'a- 
ſhamed, and he inſtanceth in our 
Blefſed Saviour, who was not at 


all aſhamed ; when - the Harlot 


waſhed his. Feet with Tears, and 
ITKT; wiped 
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wiped them with the Haits of her 
Head, kifs'd his Feet, and anointed 
them ; nor when he was ſpit up- 
on and abuſed by baſe Fellows, 
nor when he carried a Thief and 
Murderer with him into Paradiſe. 
The meaning of that great Man 
15, That true Charity doth not 
permit one to do a foul Thing, a 
Thing which he hath juſt Reaſon 
to be aſhamed of The Lord 
Jeſus did all Things with a Char:- 
table Purpoſe, and to Charitable 
Ends : And we that are his Fol- 
lowers, ſhould follow him in this, 
To win as many Souls to hm as 
we can, in {ſtead of Drſcouraging 
or Offending any; to gain all 
that are abour us, at kaſt ro cn- 
deavour 1t. This 1s Chriſtian 
Charny mdeed, to become ones 
Brother's Keeper ; to lift him him- 
£lt out of the Pu, whatever be- 
comes 
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comes of his Ox or Afs; to ſave 
his Soul from Death ; to þe ten- 
derly concerned for that Immor- 
cal Part ; zo Convert hun from 
the Error of his Way; to take 
hin up hke a wandring Loft 
Sheep upon the Shoulders ; and 
by a Good Example and Chari- 
table Directions, to ſhew him the 
Way to Everlaſting Lite. 


I F. 


9g. The Reaſon why Chariuy 
requires theſe and the like Offices 
at our hands 1s, becaulc it is a 
publick-ſpirired Grace. And thay 
1s another noble Character the 
Apoſtle gives of a Charnable Pcr- 
fon, that he ſeekerh not his own ; 
pot bis own Privace Advantage 
only , but the Profit of others 
100; and cſpccially the good of 
the 
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the whole Community, to which 
Ryans related. | This 1s -inclu- 
dediin the very Notion of Cha- 
rity; for it 1s a kind, benevolent 
Diſpoſition, that makes us lend an 
helping hand, wherever it 15 want- 
ing. - The truth 1s, this is Charity 
to ones ſelf too, as well: as to 
others, if you conſider the. Mat- 
ter rightly. That we may be 
ticd, and linked, and bound cloſe 
togcther by mutual Love and 
Kindneſs, God hath fo ordered 
tae State of this World, that all 
Men have a neceſſary Dependance 
one upon another; nor would 
there be ſach a fſhiftleſs, pitiful, 
muſerable Creature im the World 
as a Man, -were he to live alone, 
and by himſelf. Every one of us 
{tands in nccd of the Society and 
Help ot others, as much as we 
nced Food or Air... He _ 
tne 
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the” Magiſtrate,” to Prote&t him 
under God ; the Stateſman, to 
Conſulc ind Adviſe for tum; the 
Divine, to Inſtruct him ; the 
Tradeſman, to- Supply him with 
a-World of Neceſſities ; the Sol- 
dicr, to. Fight for him ; "the pain- 
ful Husbandman 7 wo find him 
Bread ; the poor Servant, to Work 
and' Swear for him; nay, the 
Greateſt and Richeſt Man on 
Earth needs the very Beggar to 
do um good too: He necds cy cn 
the Blind', and the Lame; the 
Hungry, and Naked ; the com- 
fortleſs Mother, and her ſacking 
Child :- For what 2 Why to lay 
up his Treaſure in Heaven for 
him; for theſe are God's Recei- 
vers; 'by their Hands it 1s that 
Men lend unto the Lord, that 
they may recave themſclves Ten | 
thouſand fold at the hands of 
Chriit. 
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Chriſt. Every one's Gopd 1s 
lodged more or leſs every where, 
juſt as his Neceſſities are ; ſome 
part in one hand, ſome 1n ano- 
ther ; and the greateſt part in 
the Common Goog, in the yoint 
Stock of the Community, in the 
Proſperity and Good of me whole 
Kingdom. *Tis a great miſtake 
for a Man to think, that all his 
Intereſt heth at Home, in his Fa- 
muly, and in Hunſelf, and within 
the compaſs of his own Propricty. 
There indeed hieth his partucular 
and private Intcreft : But what is 
that worth, if his publick Intereft 
be deſtroyed ? If the Welfare of 
the whole Nation be deſtroyed, 
and gone 2 Every Man's particu- 
lar Happineſs 1s bound and wrapt 
up 1n that, and depends on that; 
Nor 15 1t poſlible for the Body t9 
ſutter , but each Member owt 
fuffer 
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ſuffer in:-proportion: And hence 
it follows; that: he':1s a Fool, as 
well-as:an ill Nezghbour, that ſecks 
his own-private Welfare only}ncg- 
letting fnd:overlooking the-Com- |. 
mon'Good , which is the main, 
and which Supports and Preſerves 
all the reft.: Ir! 1s finful Self-Love 
that:looks at Home only, and 1s 
buſte:/-alrogether ' within :1ts own 
Walls: );;/The Office: ofr:Charity'zs 
to look abroad; to ſee how -the 
Publick fares z; [to .: conſult - and 
mind - the publicki Good-: to lend. 
a helping\'Handiin all 'publick Ne- 
ccflities;::and with all poſſible care 
to: avoid (every . Thing: that 1s dt- 
rectly -Injurious.: ro the .Gom- 
mon, Happineſs,” and deſtructiye 
oban it azlywail 5; : ; <—Þ61 
[Tor expreſs our Charity: there- 
fore ih this reſpe&t alſo, as every 
one ſhould ſeek: not bis. ow, but dh6- 
5) MA thers 
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thers Wealth., 1 Cov. to. 24. ' 3& 
all of us arc obliged after an efpe- 
cial-manner, ta ftudy and; provide 
for the . Peace of the Soctty, 
whercunto we all belong.:. Peace 
15 the greateſt Happineſs upon 
Earth ; as it 15. the:State of Hea- 
ven ; the Blefhing that gives a Re- 
lih to. all the rett;' that makes all 
other Enjoyments ſweet and. de- 
lightful; and: for that Reaſon the 
Holy Scripcarc 15 wont ta expreis 
all manner of Happinek by the 
General Name: of - Peace. © Fo de- 
troy or diftusb. this:, 15 to-be a 
publick Enemy: ; 'and where: a Spi- 
rit of Contention  reigneth, and 
{riveth, the War muſt; be very 
dangerous to-the whoſe Body, be- 
cauſe 1t 1s in the Bowels. *Twere 
better living in a Defert, andi to 
wait for ones Food, as Elijah: 
dd, by. the nuniftry of Ravens, 


than: 


#\4 Ape Charity; 165 
that with a Generation of Pco- 
ple, that. ate Encmics: to Peace x 
Beſte, Froward, Troubleſom, 
Makeious, ready for amy oppor- 
taniny te. Viecx\ and Scourge once 
angthcr. | In ſuch a caſe, Society; 
Whict ſhould be oncs' great Com- 
fot ;.16 ' his greatcft Plague, for 
Men. are thercby the: ſtronger. £0 
but: him; Spleen works till « 
vaicth' a Contcderacy, and then 
Miſchiets run; with an nundartion ; 
Ike Calamities m a Civik War, 
where Force carries it , and 
Armed Enemies confider not what 
5m thoxld 5 but what they can 


To prevent the Plagies of this 
Life; as. welk as the Torments of 
another; the Laws of the moft 
Hoty and: Charuabic Jefus requwe 
us tor be Peacematers, Matth. g. 9. 
To live in Peace, 2 Cor: 13, 11- 
M = | To 
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To follow: Peace with all «Mew; 

Hebr.'12. 14. To ſeek: Peace, id 
enſue it, 1'Pet. 3:11.” To ktep the 
Unity of the Spirit, in' the Ot 'of 
Peace, Eph. 4. 3: If it beipoſſible; 
as much as lieth in us, to live-peace- 
ably with. all Men, Rom. 12: 18: 
And, To follow after the Things that 
belong to 'our Peace, Rom. 14.19. 
And certainly, if it be Chatity'to 
wiſh others, and to do others all 
the Good we can, it muſt beithe 
greateſt / Chariry ro ſeck that 
which 1s the beſt Thing in-the 
World tor them, in what Capaci- 
ties ſoever we conſider them, whe- 
ther as Inhabitants of the Neigh- 
bourhood, or as Members: of a 
Church, or as conſtituent Parts of 


a whole Kingdom ; and when our 


Charity 1s thus Large and Exten- 


fave, it will in ſome meaſure re- 


ſemble the Goodneſs of God . 


wholc 
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whoſe Mercy is/ over: all his 
por is I 


'7-x. Firſt, We arc to cxpreſs our 
Charity, by ſceking and-enſurmg 


Peace. mn the Neighbourhoods we 


belong to. How great - 3 Com- 
fort 1s 1t when Neighbours fic 
quietly and contentedly * under 
their Vines and Fig-trees, Loving 
and Kind to one another, each 
reaching- out his Cluſters ro the 
reſt, all rcjoycing together 1n the 
Innocent 'and Friendly Participa: 
tion of God's Mercies; and all 
Bleſſing God for' them? What a 
Good, what a Beautiful, what-a 
Delightful Thing it is, when Pco- 
ple thus dwell rugether in Love; 
Unity, and Peace? What an Hea- 
venly State is this, 1n- comparifon 
of their wretched Condition, 4- 
mong. whom - Envy-' and Strife 

M 3 rageth ; 
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rageth ; where Hatred focketh 


continually, how it may Grieve 
and Oppreſs, where I/bmael's Hand 

15 agaunli every Man, and every 
Mar! 5s:Hand againſt hun > Where 
'one/Totmenterth another , as _if 
there were not Croſles enough i ſal 
the World, but they muſt make 
ACW ones to Crucific one another 2 
Is this confiſtent with the Natute 
and Laws of Charity ? Is this 40 
þe Long-ſuffering, to be Kind 2 
To behave our {clves ſcemly, and 
as it becomecth Brethren ? Is this 
to love our Neighbours as our 
ſelves? And to love one another, 
as our Bleſſed Saviour hath loved 
us? No, no; there 1s no mote 
Charity m chis, than there is in 
Hell. -:If we bite and dcyour:one 
another, whom do .we reſemble 
but that wicked One,, who was'a 
Myrderer from the beginning 2 : 
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if ye have bitter {#moying and Strife 
in —_ Heeivs, glory nbt, and tye 

againſt the Truth. T1 his Wiſdom 
Moles ot from above,. but . is 
Earthly, SenJual, «nd Deviliſh. For 
where Enoying and Strife is, there is 
Confeſion,and every Evil Work: - But 
the Wiſdom that is from above is, 
firſt Pare , then Peaceable', Gen- 
tle , eafie to be Tntreated, full of 
Mercy , #nd good Fruits , without 
Pattiality, and without Hypocyi fe er 


Jam. 3. 14, I5,16, 17. 


2: We mult expreſs our Cha- 
-  alfoby an orderly and peace: 

© Temper, as to Church-Com- 
rats cog not ſceking our - own. 
Satisfaction, our 6wn Ends, our 
own Ways, but the General: Good 
of that Myſtical Body, whereof 
HTN is the Head. 


My See- 
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Seeing it 15 impoſſible to order 
all Church Matters ſo, as to an- 
(wer the Opinion, 'and to gratific 
the Defires of every individual 
Member, Charity ſhould teach us 
all ' ro conſider, whether the Cir- 
cumftances which vary from' our 
own-ptivate Fancies, be not really 
for the Publick Good,for the Com- 
monProfit,and in ſome meafureand 
reſpe&t for theCommon Peaceand 
Edjfication of the whole Body.This 
1s caſie to be ſeen, if Men would 
attentively behold the whole Stru- 
E&ture, and examine the Uſefulneſs 
of the ſeveral Parts ; efpecially if 
chey would conſider Things with 
Hearts prepared to make Candid 
and Charitable Conſtructions. 
Charity alone -would ſtifle many 
Hot ' Controverhies;, - without! the 
uſe of ſome other Arguments, 
which for the moſt part help to 
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Fan the Fire; in ſtead of 'Quench- 


ing of ir. - In-lefler Marters,where 


my: own Judgment''chanceth! ro 
diticr from.che: Publick Judgment 
of [my - Superiors, Charity ſhould 


ceach. me/'to ſubmut;:my Private 
Sentiments , and {ct them aſide 
from being an hindrance: to Unity 


and Peace. + | 


Give none Offence, 'neither to the 
Zews, nor to the Gentiles, wor to the 


Church of God , faith St. Paul; 
Ewen as I pleaſe all Men in all 


Things, not ſeeking my own Profit, 
but the Profit of many , that they 


"may be ſaved; 1 Cor. 10. 32, 33. 
He had a moſt difacult Task 
( though he was an Apoftle ) to 


pleaſe all Men in all Things : But 
his meaning 1s, that he took a 
rcady way to pleaſe them 1f it were 
poſſible; .by ſuting himſelf to 
them in every thing he could um 

JPY Or 
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for them without Sin. | Anil rhtis 
are we bound in'Charity to our 


. Kellow-Chriſbans, -and in Duty wo 


the Church 'of Ged, : as far as it 
licch in:out power. to. Comply 
in all Things, <{pecially.in Things 
Eſtabliſhed by Publick Authoruy : 
Becauſe differences mn Religion are 
highly Scandalous, hurtful greacly 
t the very Souls of Men ; ac- 
comparnied with a world of Ran- 
cour and Uncthatitableneſs , and 
always tending to Confuſion, and 
to all Evil Works,which naturally 
go along with Schiſm from the 
Church. + Theretote for meer 
Charity and Peace-ſake ( were 
there nothing elſe) we ſhould be 
all of the ſame mind ; ahd x un- 
happily there be ſome difference 
m our Conccits, we ſhould never- 
theleſs, whereunto we'ihave alrea- 
dy attained, all walk by rhe _ 

| | | Rule, 
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Rule, all-mmd-the fame Thing, m 
hapes that in time, by ſome tnacans 
or other, God will Reveal-co us 
the Truth and Reaſonableneſs of 
thoſe Matters, about which we 
are: as yet differently perſwaded, 
Phil. 3. "This 1s a ſure Rule in 
ſuch caſes; Haſt thou Faith? have 
it to thy ſelf before God, Rom, 14.22. 
That 1s, rather than occaſion the 
leaſt Sin, or Scandal, or Miſchief 


in the Church, keep thy Perſwa- 


ſion private if 1t be ſingular. 


3. A Thing which we ſhould 
be the more carctul of, becauſe 
Differences which begin in the 
Church, are commonly. carried 
off into Corners; there to be fo- 
mented and ripened, till at laſt 
they break out into the State, and 
fomerimes into the. open Field, 
to the great Diſturbance-of the 

PN Peace 
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Peace and Government of a whole 
Kingdomi'” Ir 1s the Will of God, 
that-#nder Kings, and all that are in 
Authority,” we ſhould lead quiet and 
peaceable Lives in all Godlineſs 'and 
Honeſty; 1 Tim. 2.2. And to this 
end we are commanded, to ſtudy 
to be quiet, and to do our own bufi- 
neſs , 1 Theſl. 4. 11. Here 'then 
we muſt expreſs our Charity 1n 
the third place ; by ſeeking, nor 
our own, but the General Good 
of the Civil, as well as Sacred 
Community, we belong to. Great 
are the Obligations which Nature 
it ſelf hath laid upon Men to their 
Country.z inſomuch, that St. Paul 
wiſh'd. himſelf accurſed from Chriſt 
or his Brethren, his Kinſmen accor- 
ding to the Fleſh, Rom.9.3. Mean- 
ing, not that he might be Eter- 
nally Damned, ( that Charity, f 
vet 1t be rrue Charity, 15 —_ 

| | ral, 
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ral;-and- too” mitich® even | for a 
Chriſtiari, ') butiithat he tmighr be 
cut-off! from the Body! *6f Chriſt 
here!” and from {all "the" preſent 
Privitedges/ of \Chriſtians ; :and if 
this 'were-not © enough; har: he 
mighe-'be dekvered -up-to-Satan, 
inithis World 'to'inflict upori him 
all the Temporal--Cakatnities he 
was capable-of Suffering; Perſecu- 
tions, Miferies of! all: ſorts; Death 
it ſelf, arid whatſoever - 1s: _— 
Grievous | oh! this fide Hell; 

thereby -he” tight become. an 
Expiation "for: his Country-men. 
Like 'Zeal 6f | Charity to that of 
Moſes'; Exod. 32.32. ''where he 
prayed to God to forgive the Sin 
of his People'; -or, 1f not,” to blot 
him out of his Book: That 1s, 'nNOt 
out of the Book of Ecernal Lite, 
bur 'out of the Book of: this Lite; 
that he might not behold the 
grcat 
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great: Puniſhments. which ſhould 
cang.; pon thems;;- Theſe; .ewa 
noble Inſtanges: of Charity: :ſhew, 
whas Fervent Aﬀcttians iwe ought 
to have for a; whole Nation , 
thats, after! a; more peculiar mari- 
ner,, Bone of ous Banc, and Fleſh 
af our, Fleſh; and. how Paſſio- 
natcly, we: ſhould; wiſh tar, as well 
ther Temporah, as Ezcrnal Good-; 
and' conſequently feek it, nmch 
rather than. our. own. A! yery 
Learned! Caſuift; and: Prelate of 
B:f-s» Snder! OUF OWN calls this, Alle- 
Caſe of the > glance. to: our Country; 
> 6H whence; the Allegiance 
we owe the Sovereign. Prince. art- 
ferh Originally, becaufe he 1s the 
Head of the whale Communry : 


So that it 1s with reſpect tothe 


whole, and in relation to the 
whole; that the Duty to him be- 
comes. neceffary by the Laws of 

Na- 


_ 0 - V 
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Namre. ' And. hence, it. follows ,. 
that Mcn's taxft. Gare thould be, 

for- the Peace, -and Proſpexity ok 
tha Companaity, where the, Qri- 
ginal Reaſon: of it hes. The: 
Trueh is ; a: Chriſtian's Chas; F 
cao: hardly -be excenfaue caough x- 
Prince and People, and, the whole 
World, ought to have aShare of. 
1t:: Nor i5/apy Thing more mean. 
ad. unbecomng, { nat to fay-lr- 
religious) than a Narrow, Sordid,, 
Hateful Spirit, which ſceketh its. 
wn Private Good only. 


X. 


12; Another:Character of Cha- 
rity: that followerh. now 1s, that 1r 
1s: 26t. eafidy Provoked, or highly 
Exaſperated. Bus having R's. 
ſpoken; of it, L fhall proceed ” 
that which. 18 next at hand; 
hinkth 
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thinketh no Evil. - Sore. Learned” 
Divines 'think the Apoſtle's mean 
ing to be, That-Charity-doth not 
pertnit a Matt to zmzpute another's 
Fatlts and Miſcarriages to him; ſo 
as*Xo-upbraid him with them, and 
toidefign him Evil, or Hurt for 
them. And indeed” this- 18 a Var-: 
rue very- becoming . and- ſuitable, 
to' the Generoſity of a Mind; that 
is truly Charitable and:Great ;-and 
it 1s- the more Laudable, ' becauſe 
it 1s not very common. For ſuch 
1s the Temper of moſt People, 


_ that they Treaſure up Provoca- 


tions againſt a Time of Wrath, fo 
that the Offender ſhall be ſure to 
hear of them, and to ſmart for 
them another day. Nay, it oftef 
happens; that let a Man's Merits 
be never ſo conſiderable in other 
Reſpeas, they - are. forgotten or' 
diſregarded. tor one' diſtaſtful 

—_ Action : 
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Action : No! Allowance 1s made 
for Humane Infirmutics, and di- 
vers; Circumſtances, which might 
well be. pleaded Abatement and 
Excuſe of the. Fault ; but the Me- 
mory. of 1t continues, and return- 
cth fl, like: the: Pains 'of an- old 
Sore againſt; foul Weather. All 
his Righteouſneſs that--he hath 
done; ;ſhall not-be mentioned fo as 
to come: into; Account.; but for 
that '.oze thing wherem he: hath 
ſinned,. he tall feel the weight of 
an Avenging Hand, whether he 
Repenteth and Retracteth or no ; 
that 1s all one to the Uncharitablc 
Perſon that meditateth Evil. 

But with Submiſſion to better 
Judgments, I conceive, this cannor; 
be the Genuine Senſe of St. Paul 
here ; -becaue it doth not.come' 
up to. the Spirit and Hetghr of this 
Chriſtan Grace. Not to dclign: 

Y N Miſ- 
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Miſchief, though it be an Effen- 
tial Part, yet is no ſuch great 
Commendation of that Charity 
which 1s properly Chriſtian , -for 
Heathens themſelves, upon a Prin- 
ciple of common Vircue, and Hu- 
manity, have condemned all Mif- 
chicvaus and. Revengeful Inten- 
tions. And belides,this is a Thing, 
which hath already fallen under 
_—_— Head, oo relateth = the 
moderating of Anger: And to 
bring xt m here again, would be 
Tautology; which we may be 
ſure the Apoſtle did induſtriouſly 
avoid, cſpecially where he Treat- 
eth after ſuch a concife and di- 
ſtin& manner of the ſeveral Pro- 
perties of Charity. 

St. Chryſoftom's Interpretation 
ſeems the moſt Appolite and Na- 
tural ; that Charitable Men are 
not Suſpicious of Evil Deſigns ac 
| ; eycry 
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i tir 1 afe mod Jealous: 
Nadie, are ſo'fat froin working 
Evil themſelves, that they are not 
apt #6 chtcrtan a wicked Miſtra/? 
of! '6fhers working Evil « againſt 
ther: | A ſuſpicious Temper, maſt 
needs be contrary co cruc Chriſtian 
C hwity, be&aule © ( as St. Chryoftom 
rishthy obſerves )- it is the Orte1- 
Hal-bt. Anger; ah conſequently, 
the Otizinat Caufe of thoſe myani- 
fold Miſchiets _m follbw- that 
wild 'and outrxgions Paſſion? Not: 
only” Families *fand Neighbout- 
hoods; but-whole Churches and 
Kitizdoms alfo have ſiffeted in an 
high degtee, by rcaſor of Jealou- 
fies; and thoſe - 00 fornetimes 
very Unreaſonable and Gronnd- 
cf$ 
Therefore to exprUfr otir Cha- 
rity. itt this reſpect too, tre ſhould 
aways judge 6f Man with all 
N #2 fr of- 
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poſſible Candour ; put , as: favqu- 
Table:Conſtructions as we can up- 
on their Actions, and .c@ncerve 
fuch- a kind Opinion _ of them,, 
though [the Action be ſomewhat 


hard.:-as we are wont to have of 


the Miſearriages of a Friend , 
which we are willing to.call ſo 
many Slips, Errors, and Indiſcre- 
tions only. © Every. Thing: (faith 
* Epicterus ) hath. two Handles; 


 * and 1I-natur'd People are ever- 


* more-:apt to lay hold of the 
* wrong. one. When a Fault 1s 
done , 'they are ready ſtrait -to 
think, the Injury or Afﬀront was 
intended, - and that malicioufly ; 
whereas a Man of Thought, and 
Temper, and of _a- Chriſtian Spi- 
rit, would take the Thing by the 
other-Handle ; - and call it Human 
Weakneſs, or Inadyertency , or 
by ſome other ' ſich ſoft Name, 

= whuck 
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which Charity might. cafily: find. 
out, to cover the Nakednels of a 
poor. Man, like unto ones (elf. 
Sometimes indeed Malice cannot 
be hid under all its Pretences and 
Diſguiſes. When a Man comes 
into David's condition, who ſpeak- 
ing of his Enenucs ,” ſaith, 7hey 
have privily. laid a Net, to deftro y 
me without a cauſe. Falſe Witneſſes 
roſe up , and laid to my Charge 
Things that knew not. They whiſ- 
per together againſt me. Their 
Words were ſmoother than Oyl, and 
yet they be very Swords. T hey daily 
miſtake my Words ; all that they 
imaging is to do me Boil ::T hey 
hold all together,and keep themſelves 
cloſe ; | and mark, my Steps. They 
encourage themſelves in Miſchief , 
and commune' among themſelves, how 
they' may lay *Snares; They have 
Rewarded me Evil for Good, and 
N 3 ' as 
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Hatred for. wy Good Will ; and the 
like. I ſay, whe there is ſuch 
Qvert Acts, the inward Wicked- 
nefs 1s plain and palpable ; and yet 
even in ſuch a caſe there mui be 
Charity; though nux'd with Cau- 
HON ; The Wiſdam : of the Ser- 
pent, withi the Innocence of the 
Dave. But” till the blackneſs of 
the Heart-. appears - clearly , -we 
muſt not judge of Men with ſuch 
Severity, as if we had\God's Om- 
niſcience, and were able to diſco- 
ver the: Malignity of the very In- 
tention." | Favaurable and candid 
Interpretations from Unſuſpicious 
Hearts, are always the fafeſt and 
beſt ; and the true way to bring 
us all to: that Temper 1s, to be 
ſincere 'and ſimple-minded our 
own ſelves, as we would have'all 
ethers be ; free from Arts, Gwie,: 
or Siniſter Purpoſes. © ' Far - cer- 
TIS CEE ESCEE cainly, 
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tainly,none are:ſo Jealous of other 
Men, as they who are Conſcious 
to themſelves of their own Guilt; 
they that Practice the Arts of 
Diffimulation , and Diſhonefty ; 
they that leave the plain and eaſic 


Methods of Sincecrity, to deal in 


che Intricate —_— of Subnlty 
and Craft, without regard to a 
Good Conſcience. In the moſt 
ancient Times, People for the moſt = 
part deſerved 7acob's Character ; 
Plain Men ; Honeſt and Good ; 
Free and Innocent in' their Con- 
yerſation 3 Ingenuous in their 
Friendthip ; Open-breaſted in their 
Promiſes ; Faxhtul in their Con- 
tracts ; without Evil Deſigns ; 
withour Hypocrific. Fraud and 
Treachery, Lying. and Tricking, 
increaſed in the World: as the 
World degenerarcd, and as the 
Manners of Men became more 

; N 4 and 
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and more corrupt; and theſe 
brought on Evil Jealouſies ; and 
it was a-ſad Age when the Inſi- 
dious and Falſe Diſpoſition: of the 
Fews made our Saviour 'give his 
Diſciples that Rule of Common 
Prudence , to beware of Men, 
Mar. 10. 17. In the firſt Ages of 
our Religion, it was the Noble 
Character of Chriſtians, that they 
did Things 1n Singleneſs of Heart, 

In Sincerity, and Godly Simplicity; 
keeping the Mean between two 
Extreams, neither turning Simpl1- 
City into Folly, nor Prudence into 
Craft. And in thoſe Times, Con- 
ſcience. was Law. enough to. them; 

they -were not afraid, nor ſuſpi- 
cious of one another, no more 
than ſome Indians are now, who 
uſe neither Sealing nor Signing i in 


their Dealings with one another, 


7 unleſs the Diſhoneſty of - ſome 


Chr;- 
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Chriſtians' hath taught them-.of - 
lace the Neceſfity - of taking ſucti 
Securities. Where [Men hve 1n= 
nocently together, there cannot 
be ſufpicions of Evil, becauſe there 
1s no. occaſion for them; they 
have as little reaſon to be afraid 
of one another, as Parents for- 
merly had to: be afraid of their 
Children, when the Sin of: Parri- 
cide was not ſo much as heard of 
in the World. The Laws which 
were made againſt it after a long 
Tract of Time, were ſhameful 
Monuments. of ſome Children's 
Impicty : And fo are Laws againſt 
Diſhoneſty now ; Upbraidings of 
Corrupt Manners ; Publick Teſti- 
momes of the: World's Degene- 
racy ; and of the Miſeries of 
Mankind. For the Ends: of Hu- 
man Society are loſt, where Truth 
and Simpleneſs of Mind fail ; _ 
that 
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that. Confidence which- ſupports 
Converſation and Commerce is 
gone, where Hearts'and Tongues 
are of different Pieces ; where 
Civilities arc Traps ; where Pro- 
muſes are only to draw Men in ; 
where a Smile 1s an Artificial 
Gloſs upon a Treacherous Mind. ; 
where Contracts are Methods of 
Oppreſſion ; where fair Pretences 
arc Flattering Ways of Robbing 
in the Dark ; and where ſhews of 
Fricndſhip are to do the Work of 
an Enemy, but with greater Satfe- 
ty, and with more certain Succeſs. 
Where there 1s ſuch Falſeneſs,ſuch 
Hypocrific, and. Neccit, Pcople 
mult needs be as ſhy and fearful 
of each other, as if they were in 
danger of Wolves and Bears. 
And for the curing of all Jealou- 
fies, nothing is ſo neceſſary, as that 
Simplicity of Heart 1 am now 
ſpeak- 


ummm - 
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ſpeaking of; Sincere Mcanings , 
Openneſs in Trafhck, Plainneſs in 
Speech, Innocence in Saciety, Ve- 
racity in Expreſſions, Ingermity in- 
Promiſes, Fidelity in Covenants:, 
Truth in Friendſhip, Honeſty and 


Peaccableneſs in Deſigns, Sweet- 


neſs in Behaviqur, Good Nature 
in. 0ar . Mutual Offices; -and all 
other poflible Expreſſions of a 
pure, harmleſs, and undiſguiſed, 
Religion : And this 1s the Great 
Work of Chriftian Charity. 


Rl. 


113. The Eleventh Character of 
Charity 1s, that it Rejoyceth not in 
Iniquity : Which may adnut of a 
Twofold Interpretation, and each 
very. conſifttent with the other. 
The one 1s, That Charitable Men 
are far from taking Pleaſure in the 
etiv ly to b ' S1ns 


S 4 
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Sins and Impieties which a Neigh- 
bour::commutteth.: : The next 1s, 
Thar they are far 'too' from being 
delinhands in the Calamities which 
a Neighbour ſuffers by another's 
Iniquity:. Whether St. Paul in- 
tended- both theſe 'Things here, I 
cannot tell ; perhaps he might 
mean both-in a few: Words : How- 
ever, becauſe both are great Pro- 
perties of Charity, - and the latter 
1s not diſtinctly mentioned elſc- 
where in this Chapter, I ſhall here 
take occaſion to ſpeak ſomething 
of both in their Order. 


r. The firſt and moſt received 
Interpretation 1s , * That Charity 
teacheth us, to be far from being 
Pleaſed and Delighted with the 
Sins and Tniquities we ſce other 
Men commurt. There are ſome 
of that Baſe and Inhumane Diſpo- 

{ition, 
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ſition, that what co all Pipus Souls 
is a, Torment, and a an of Hell, 

is.to. them A Paradiſe ; 3.70 hear ill 
Things of ,other Mcn,..c{pecially 
of thoſe they have noKindneſs for; 
that they may have .a colourable 
Prefence . to.:Dcfame and Depreſs 
chem, to bring them into Dan- 
gcrs,, and to: uſe them Contume- 
houfly ; and that they. may ren- 
der themſelves the berter Men (as 
they think) in the Eſteem of the 
World: Such. were: thoſe Jews, 
Jer,'20. 10, I heard, faith the Pro- 
phet, the Defaming of many ; fear 
on, every fide':, Report , ſay they, 
and we will report it : All my fami: 
liars, watched for my halting, ſaying, 
Perudventure he will be enticed , 

and we ſhall prevail againſt him ; 
and we ſhall take our Revenge on 
him.. Meaning, that they wiſh'd 
and fought for ways how to dif- 
Cover 


t9d 4 Praflical Diſcourſe 


cover ſortie Mifcarffrages or othef 


in him;' that they might proceed 


againſt Him, and puniſh him in. 


the Sanhtdrim: People of ſuch a 
Temper are moſt highly Unehari- 
table, and reſemble 'the very De- 
vil, who makes it his buſineſs to 
tetnpt Men to Sin, and delights to 
bring” the oreateſt Evil upon us; 
the Hutt and Ruine of our Souls; 
hay, to have God himfelf Diſho- 
noured by us; 

A Spitit of Charity teacheth us 
to Grieve and Mourn at anothers 
Sins, though he 'be ah Enemy ; 
becauſe: eycry Soul God hath 
made, is Precious; arid the more 
Precious,” becanfe it's Immortd}: 
and its Caſe is thereby the ſaddet 
when it drops into the Pit, where 
the Worm dicth not," nor's the 
Fire to. be quenched, This ve 
ould confider, and lay ferotſly 
tg 
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to-Heart, when we ſee or hear of 
any of choſe Inquities ; Fornica- 
tron, Adultery, Theft, Covetouf 
neſs Drunkennefs, Revellings, Serife, 
Sedition, Hereltcs, __ , Mur- 
ders, and the like ; of which 
St: Paul expreſly tells 1 us,, '7 hat they 
who do ſuch T hings, ſhat not inherit 
the Kingdom of God , Gal. 5. 21. 
None Ln ſo to be pitied as fuch 
Workers of Iniquity , how pro- 
_— and ' flounſhmg foeyes 

eir Condition may ſeem” to be 
here ; even for that too they arc 
to be pitied , becaufe 'God fetteth 
them in flippety Plates 3 and 
when they fall, they fall into Per: 
dition, without God's immediate 
Help; which - yer 'he hath no 
where promifed without their Re- 
pentance. And when Men arc 
juſt going , Repentance .1s com- 
monly roo Jatc, becauſe it hath 
no 
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no time to be fruitful, and is ſel- 
dom true. Conſidering therefore 
chat our own Charity to ſuch will 
then be coo late alſo, we ſhould 
ſhew ir. them in time ; do them 
Good while we have an Oppor- 
cunity 3 whule it 1s. called to Day ; 
while-1t is yet our Hour, and the 
Day of Salvation. Qur Bowcls 
ſhould yern upon, a Brother, as 
Zoſeph: s$ did upon his Brother Ben- 
jamin, Gen. 4.3.. and we ſhould rc- 
tire, as he did, into our Cham- 
ber, and wcep there : Weep and 
Mourn for the Sin now acted and 
carncſtly Pray tor the Pardon of 
it; and with the United Aſſiſtance 
of an Holy Example, Kind Re- 
proofs, and Charitable : Counlels, 
we ſhould endeavour to recover 
the Miſcrable Wretch our of the 
Snares of the Devil; if peradvcn- 
ture God will be pleaſed to'giVe 
"him 
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tim Repentance in time. ho 35 
weak , ahd 1 am not weak? Who is 
offerded, and I burn not ? Said that 
great Lover. .oh Souls , St. Pad, 
2 Cor. 13. 291 This 1s fervent 
Chakity. indeed, to be: Paffionarely 
Aﬀictad, tg-be.om a Fire, for the 
Crimes arid; Offences. of others ; 
ts hke the Charity, of the. Tens 
der-heante@ Jeſus, that meleed him 
mto- Tears, when he beheld that 
perverſe and-bloody Cuty';, 0 Fe- 
ruſatem, Feruſalem, thou that killeſft 
the Prophets, and ftoneſt them that 
are ſent unto thee ;. how often would 
L have gathered thy: Children toge- 

ther, as an Hen pathereth her 


Chickens under her Wings;pand ye 


would not, Luke 13- 34 


2; Bur (as I faid). there. is ano- 
thee Interprectation yet. of. theſe 
Words, Rejoyceth nor in- Intquity * 

J le 
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It is St. Chryſeftonr's ; and I like it 
the rather, becauſe 1t 1s Iis ; wiz. 
That Charitable Men are far from 
Rejoycing at the Calamity of thoſe 
that Szfſer, eſpecially that wrong- 
fully Suffer by means of another's 
Hiquity. ToTrimph and Dance 
upon a Ruined Neighbour , to 
Laugh at his Adverſity, to cx- 
preſs Delight, as thoſe Men did 
at David's Misfortunes, T here,there, 
ſo would we have it: This 1s a 
ſore Evil, a very horrible Viola- 
tion of Charity, which - obligeth 
us to Rejoyce: with them that Re- 
Joyce, and to Weep with them that 
Weep, Rom. 12. 15. That 1s, to 
Sympathize with our Brethren in 
every State and Condition. 

This carrieth its own Light with 
it. Now, for our Practice of this 
Matter, we muſt be careful to do 
two Things. 
| Firſt, 
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Firſt, We muſt conſtrue the 
Diſpenfations of Providence after 
a fair and hind manner: Thus 15 
not a Place or Time for Rewards : 
thoſe are laid up for us in Hea- 
ven : Thepreſent Life is for Trials 
and ' Diſcipline, to Train us up, 
and to 'Prepare us for a Bleſſed 
Eternity; by ſuch ways as God 
ſeeth beſt,arid fatteſt for us: Many 
times Good Men fare Ill in this 
World, as well as the Bad ; and 
fomerimes worſe; becauſe in ſorne 
caſes they can do themſelves and 
others much more Good by their 
Hardſhips; than it 1s poſſible for 
them to ao by any other means. 
Therefore we ſhould not took 
apon' the il Uſages Men meet 
with here as Arguments; either of 
Difpleaſure it God, or of Wicked- 
fieſs int his poor Suffering Crea- 

O 2 tukes ; 
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rures ; But as fo many Diſpenſa- 
tions of God's Wiſdom. and Good- 
neſs, who. acteth after his own 
way, which is: always for the beſt. 
Conſequently, to: trample. upon 
one in Diſtre(s, and to cxult over 
him, as if he were out of the 
Divine Favour, becaufe his Cafe 
is hard ; 1s. both Uncharitableneſs 
towards the Man, and Irreligion 
towards God too.; whofe Pro- 
ccedings: are, always Wiſe and 
Good, though many rimes Myſte- 
rious, till the Event opens the 
Meaning of them; God: doth 
nothing in vain. As he 1s: Good, 
and never grieves the Children: of 
Men, but tor good. Purpoſes; fo: 
he 1s Juſt and: Righecous roo, and 
never ſpares the Workers of: In- 
quity but for good: Purpoſes aifo-: 
For their Repentance, if they: will 
be kd to it; af nor, for the full 
| | mant- 
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manifeſtation of their Sins, and 
for his own Honour and Glory 
in the end,by making them Exam- 


ples to the World. Therefore , 


ſacch our Apoſtle , judge nothing 
before the time, till the Lord come, 
who both will bring to light the hid- 
den things of Darkneſs, and will 
make manifeſt the Counſels of the 
Hearts ; and then ſhall every Man 
have Praiſe of God, 1 Cor. 4. 5. 


The Second Thing we are to 
be carcful of 1s, To help thoſe 
who want the Aſſiſtance of Cha- 


ritable Hands ; thoſe that Suffter 


by the Hand of Iniquity; thoſe 
that are Opprefſed with Wrong. 
When the Apoſtle ſaith, Charity 
rejoyceth not in Imquity, or in 
Men's Sufferings by Inzquity, there 
1s much more 1atended, than what 
is Licerally expreſs'd. Charitable 

O 3 Men 
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Men muſt ſhew their Grief for 
thoſe Sufferings, by Relieving and 
Aiding the Sufferers. Proſperity 
hath Friends enough ; if we may 
call them Friends, who Congra- 
tulate and Careſs *us , while we 
are able to Reward them, or to 
do them Service. But if Job be 
caſt upon the Dunghil, or Chriſt 
be brought near the Croſs ; the 
one 1s forfaken of his Acquain- 
tance, and the other,of his very 
Diſciples. *Tis Adverſitx that 
ſhews the rcal, the faſt Friend ; 
and then 1s our Time to expreſs 
our Charity, when another wazts 
it, whether Friend, or Enemy ; 
by endeayouring. to Reheve him 
that Suffers by Iniquity : For if 
we uſe not our Endcavaurs. for 
his Deliverance, it is to be ſap- 
poſed, that we are well cnough 
flcaſed with his: Condition ; well 


enough 
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enough ſatisfied, though he con- 
cinue in it. And 1s this Charity ? 
That Active, Generous, Reſtleſs 
Virtue , that knows no Bounds, 
but Impoſlibilities ?- That Chri- 
ſtan Grace, which. 1s ready to 
ofter up Life it ſelf 2 That God- 
like Spirit, which is made up of 
Goodneſs, Mcrcy, and Love ? 
No, no : Charity Bctriendeth all, 
docth Good to all, cxtendeth Re- 
licf and Compaſlion to -all ; to 
him that Suffers,and even to thoſe 
that do the Wrong; to thoſe that 


| ſeek Counſel againſt the Juſt, and 
gnaſh upon him with their Teeth, 


Pſal. 37. 12. Their Caſc 1s to be 
Pitied indeed, becauſe their Day 
is coming ; the Day, when God 
will render to every Man according 
to his VVorks: To them who by pa- 
tient continuance in well doing, ſeek 


for Glory, and Honour, and Immor- 


tality, 
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tality, God will give ternal Life. 
But to thoſe who are Contentious, 
and do not obey the Truth , but obey 
Unrighteouſneſs, he will render In- 
 dignation and VVrath, Tribulation 
* and Anguiſh, upon every Soul of Man 
that doeth Evil, Rom. 2. 6, 7, 8, 9. 


X11. 


12. But 1 muſt haſten to the 
next Character St. Paul gives of 
Charity; which 1s, That it Rejoy- 
ceth in the Truth. The beſt Di- 
vincs: take the Word here, not in 
a ſtrict, Inaited Senle, ag ut ſignifies 
Truth mn Speech only, in oppeſi- 
tion to Lying; but in a very large 
Notion, as it ſignifies Probity of 
Heart, Sincerity 1n all Things, Uni- 
verſal Uprighineſs, and Reftitude 
of Lite, in oppoſition to all Ir- 
quity. Charity 1s of no narrow 
SPITIT 3 
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Spirit ; but as diffuſive 2s the 
Ocean, as wide and ſpreading as 
the Univerſe ; and therefore ut is 
not fit to bound it up here within 
a narrow Senſe. In ſhort, it ſigni- 
fies the Entire and True Praflice of 
Religion ; and fo the Apoſtle's 
meaning 1s, That Charitable Peo- 
ple are overjoy'd when Religion 
profſpereth and encreaſeth ; when 
Truth and Righteouſneſs take 
Place, and gain Ground ; when 
the Power of Godlineſs appeareth 
in Chriſtans Lives; when they 
perform their reſpe&tive Durics 
truly , uprighely , and ſincerely, 
as it becometh their Profeſſion, 
au is ſuitable ro their high Cal- 
ing. 

This 1s peculiarly Applicable ta 
thoſe of St. Paul's Fun&tion, who 
cannot but be paſſionately afte. 
fed with Joy unſpeakable, when 


they 
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they find their Labours ſucceſsful; 
when the Work and Pleaſure. of 
God proſpers. in their Hands ; 
when they ſee of the Travel of 
their Souls, and behold the Fruit 
of it to their Satisfaction : Nor 
can there: be any ſuch great En- 
couragement to Men of that Sa- 
cred Office, as to be able to call 
their - ſeveral Charges, as St. Paul 
did the 7heſalonians, their Joy and 
Crown of Rejoycing, 1 Thell: 2. 19. 
Or to ſay as St. John did in the 
like caſe, 3 John 4. TI have no 
greater Foy, than to hear that my 
Children walk in the Truth : That 
1s, as becometh the Truth ; in 
Holineſs and Sobriety, in Humi- 
ity and Meckneſs, in Peace and 
Love; and in all thoſe Virtues 
which Adorn the Doctrine of 
God their Saviour. 


But 
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Burt this Matter doth not- onl 

/ ro Miniſters of the Goſpel. 
| People ſhould be. cheir Aſſi- 
ſtants in their reſpective Stations 
and Degrees, to forward the true 
Intereſt and Advancement of Re- 
ligion. - This 15 the moſt Zealous 
Expreſſion of our hearty Love to- 
wards God ; the moſt ſignificant 
Argument of Charity towards 
our Brethren ; the trueſt Teſti- 
mony of an Enlargcd and Noble 
Ming : To take Pleaſure in ſeeing 
Virtue and Holineſs thrive, and 
the Kingdom of Chriſt advanced 
in the World. In order there- 
unto, every one ſhould be Zea- 
lous in his Place and Capacity in 
Encouraging the Growth of true 
Piety, and in helping to Promote 
the Ends of the Goſpel : So that 
Vice and Irreligion may be, not 
only . out of Faſhion, but our of 
Co Coun- 
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Countenance - too, Thus is the 
greateſt Charity m the World, 
becauſe on this depends the Sal- 
vation of Souls, which every par- 
ticular Member of the Church is 
obliged to help on, and ſet for- 
ward, as much as in him heth. 
Begin at Home, and Encourage 
your Fanuhes to be truly Reli- 
g10Us 1n the firſt place. The holy 
Plalmuſt ſets you a great Example, 
Pſal. 101. from Verl. 2. to Verlſ. 8. 
T will walk in my Houſe with a per- 
fe Heart. I will take no wicked 
Thing in hand: I hate the Sins of 
Unfaithfulneſs ; there ſhall no ſuch 
cleave unto me. A froward Heart 
ſhall depart from me; T will not 
know ( or countenance ) a wicked 
Perſon. VVhoſo privily flandereth 
his Neighbour, him will I deftroy : 
VVhoſo hath alſo a proud Look and 
high Stomach, I will not fuffer him, 


Mine 
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Mine Eyes took upon. ſuch as, are 
faithful in the Land, that they may 
dwell: with me : VVhofo Teadenth: a 
Godly Life, he ſhall be my Servant. 
There ſhall no deceitful Perſon dwell 
in. my Houſe ;. he that telleth Lies, 
ſball. nat tarry in my fight. Our 
grcat Buſinefs 1. this Lite; 1s not 
to raiſe. our ſelves. Fortunes, bur 
to do God. Service, and: to: do: the 
grcatcſt Goad we can ta thoſe 
about us: And the true way of 
doing borh 1s ,, by our Examples, 
Councels, and! Autharity ;. to En- 
courage all: under our Care, to 
lie Saberly, Righteoufly , and 
Gadly, in_this prefent. Warlkd. 
And. next to: ur Pnvate Fanu- 
hes, the Nerghbourbood we: belong 
to, muſt bave: a due ſhare: off aur 
Zxal alſo. As we: go about; we 
fhoul& ſow Rightcouſneſs:, eſpe- 
cally where we find che Soyl 
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good : Weed out the Cockle and 
Thiſtles; Suppreſs every Thing 
that is Scandalous and Hurtful ; 
Mend Breaches ; Reform Man- 
ners ; Reprove Immorality; Che- 
rh Honeſty ; Countenance the 
Meek and Gentle ; Teach Men to 
be Humble and Peaceable, to be 
Orderly and Pious, to be Juſt and 
Charitable; to go to their Prayers, 
to live in Unity, to ſubmut to 
thoſe who have the Rule over 
them in the Lord ; we ſhould 
tcach Men how to Love, and how 
to. be Beloved: In a word, we 
ſhould make it our buſineſs to Di- 
re&t and Aſſiſt one another,ſo that 
in this World we may all lead 
Quiet and Peaccable Lives; 1n all 
Godlinefs and Honeſty. Thus 1s 
the way to ſerve the Truth, to 
promote the Truth, to adyance 
15 Intereſt and Honour, to make 
I 
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it ſpread, flouriſh, and proſper ſo, 
that we may have cauſe of 'Re- 
joycing indeed; what Joy had 
St. Paul to fee Religion propaga- 
ted, though it was ſometimes by 
the help of thoſe, who were ſpur- 
red on chiefly by Emulation, that 
they might outſhine him, and lef- 
ſen the Glory of his Zeal and 
Succeſs ? Phil. i. Some indeed 
preach Chriſt even of Envy and 
Strife, and ſome alſo of Good 
W1ll': The one preach Chriſt of 
Contention, the other of Love: 
What then ? Why notwihſtand- 
ing every way, whether in Pre- 
tence , or in Truth;  Chrift 3s 
preached, and therein (fauth he) I 
do rejoyce; yea, and T will rejoyce. 


Some Portion of this Joy ſhall 


every one have, that hclpeth to 
ferve and advance Truth in his 
Place and Vocation, and according 
Lo 
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to:his Abilities Chat is thereby 
ſerved in ſome meaſare, and the 
Comfort of it will return into 
the: Charitable. arid Good Man's 
Boſom, though: he doeth: no more 
than: what a good Example com- 
eth to. I am: fure, that when we 
come to he upon our Death-beds; 
where Confeicence uferh te fpeak 
plain and. home, a greater Joy 
and Comfosxt there carmot. be, 
than to- reflect upon the good 
Examples we have. given: our Bre- 
thren, and the many good Offi- 
ces. we have done them; and! to 
conſider, that i doing to the ve- 
ry leaſt of thefe, we have done 
them unto' Chriſt , and' ſerved 
Chriſt. Then thers will be room 
for that Prayer of Hezekiah , 
Ifa. 38. 3. Remember now, 0 Lord, 1 
beſeech thee, how I have walked. be- 
fore: thee in Truth, and with a per- 
fefs 
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fet Heart, and have done that which 
is good in thy fight. What Joy 
and Comfort thoſe will then have, 
who hinder the Progreſs of Reli- 
g10n, by difleminating Evil Princi- 
ples, by fomenting Difſentions 
and Animoſities , and by other 
Antichriſtian PraEtiſes, rthar Day 
at fartheſt will ſhew ; when every 
one's Confcicnce, (it he hath any 
lefr) how drowhe ſocyer 1t may 
be now, will be ſure to awake,and 
tell him his own. 


- - 


XII 


13. The Character of Charty 
which followeth 1s, 7hat it beareth 
all Things. "Twcre more agrec- 
able to render this place thus ; 
Charity covereth or conceateth all 
Things, ( which are done amiſs ;) 
for this ſeems here to be the moiſt 

P Hatu- 
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natural Senſe of the Greek Word ; 
the other Notion of it, which 
concerneth the bearing or ſuffering 
all Things, belonging rather to 
the laſt Character of Charity. 

To lay Things to ones Charge, 
which he 1s not Guilty of, 1s very 
Unjuſt; to blame him upon meer 
Suſpicion, 1s very Raſh; and to 
divulge every Fault, though we 
certainly know it, is very Uncha- 
ritable. 


In order to our due Practice as 
to this point, we are to note by 
way of Caution ; That the Laws 
of Charity do not oblige us to 
conceal the Crimes of another in 


theſe five Caſes : 


1. Where the Criminal hin- 
ſelf hath made the Fact Noto- 
r1OUS. ; 


2, Where 
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_ 2. Where the Intercſt of ar 
whole Society is nearly concern'd. 

3: Where Publick Juſtice ought 
to be done. | 

4. Where Charity to the Of 
fender requires the taking notice 
of 1t. SES ds 

5. Where the diſcovering of 
a Sin is abſolutely necefſary for 
ones own Vindication. 


In all Cafes the greateſt Cha- 
rity muſt take place. But where 
the End of making anothers Faults 
known, 15 not Good, Neceſfary, 
Juſt, or Charitable, but Mcan,and 
Haurtful rachcr, we ſhould be as 
tender of a Neighbour's Fame, as 
of our own ; and no more ſpeak 
of his Crimes; than we durſt diſ- 
cover Secrets, which in Conſci- 
ence and Honour we arc bound 
to keep in the dark: | 

P 2 There 
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There are two great Reaſons, 
tor which Charity requires us to 
to be very carcful of this. 


1. That the divulging of ano- 
ther's Offences 1s ſo far from do- 
ing him any Good, that it 1s a 
probable way to harden him in 
a courſe of Wickedneſs. Shame 
is ſometimes the ſtrongeſt Bridle, 
to reſtrain People from Things 
that are of bad Report: If you 
take off that Check, there is no 
ſtaying them ; but they turn to 
their Courſe, as the Horſe ruſheth 
into the Battel, Jer. 8. 6. Nor 1s 
there a more ready means to 
make them Shameleſs , than to 
expoſe thoſe Miſcarriages to open 
view, which they cannot bur like 
the leſs, becauſe they are afraid: of 
a Diſcovery : Private Admoniti- 
ons, if kindly and diſcreetly ten- 
= dred 
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dred to them themſelves, often 
prove a ſucceſsful Method of Re- 
claiming thoſe who have as yet a 
Brow ; becauſe thoſe Admonitions 
are an Argument of Friendſhip, 
which makes the ſofteſt and deep- 
eſt Impreſſion : For which reaſon, 
ſaith our Saviour, Matth. 18. 15: 
If thy Brother treſpaſs againſt thee, 
go and tell him his fault between 
thee' and him alone. Thus 1s the 
moſt hikely way to gain (or Re- 
form) him ; whereas to proclaim, 
or whiſper out his Faults, eſpeci- 
ally ro Perſons unconcerned, and 
that too with Pleaſure, and as a 
ſort of Entertainment, 1s the 
ready means of rendring his 
Heart obdurate, and of making 
all Councels recoy], as from a 
Flint : Becauſe in this caſe, it 1s 
not * Charity' that ſpeaks, but 1ll 


Nature, and a deſigning Mind. 
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Many times it happens, that whuls 
a Man's Sits lie cloſe under Co- 
vert, he is brought to a Senſe and 
Reformation of them, by the-pri- 
vate Convictions of- Conſcience , 
and by God's Bleſſing from the 
Pulpit. There is the greater En- 
couragement to amend, becauſe 
he feareth not Reproach. | Bur if 
he be brought upon the open 
Stage, and expoſed to the Scot- 
fings of the Multitude; hke a 
Deer hunted with a publick Cry, 
and brought art laſt to the Bay,'tis 
odds but he will adventure upon 
any Dangers, the Clamors of the 
World will make him deſperate ; 
ſo that in {tcad of Reforming, he 
will purſuc his Sins the more gree- 
dily, preſuming that the future. 
Pleaſures, or Gainfulneſs of them, 
will pay ſomething for the loſs of 
his former Reputation. in 
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2. Beſides the Miſchief done to 
the Actor by Uncharitable Dete- 
&tions, no little Hurt is done to 
choſe to whom the Sin 1s told , 
which ſtill confirms that of the 
Wiſe Man, Prov. 10. 12, Love co- 
wereth all Sins, By hearing of ill 
Things, People learn inſenſibly to 
do them ; becauſe there is a. 
Contagion in all Wickedneſs , 
whereby the Minds of thoſe to 
whom 1t 1s diſcovered, are infe- 
&ed by degrees, if there be not a 
yery ſtrong Antidote to keep out 
the Peſtilence, which is rarely pro- 
vided in thoſe caſes, For *tis not 
uſual with us to lend an Far, but 
to Things we are very willing to 
hear of; and by this means an 
Evil Report doth naturally caſt 
the ſtronger Influence, and doth 
naturally make the deeper Impreſ- 
fon, che Mind being diſpoſed for 

| P 4 It 
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It beforc-hand. Upon which ac- 
count,'tis neceſſary for every good 
Man with all poſhble care to pre- 
ſerve his Ear from Infection, leſt 
it paſs through zhat to- the Heart: 
For a Relation many ' times be- 
comes an Example; fo that by 
being made acquainted with the 
Faults of others, People are much 
the worſe themſelves. The Sin 1s 
propoſed for imitation, 'which the 
Talc-bearer ſeemeth ro reprehend; 
It 1s like the opening of a Plague- 
Sore, which a Charitable ' Hand 
will be tender of doing, 'for fear 
of propagating the Diſeaſe. Our 
Minds arc - apt to be ſtrangely 
wrought upon by every Thing 
about us, becauſe there 1s not in 
our Nature that ſtrong: defenſive 
. Faculty, which 1s in ſome orher 
Creatures. Fiſh indeed retain their 
freſh Tafte, _ they" ſwim 

Tg 
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in the fſalteſt Waters-; but Hu- 
mane Nature 1s apt to participate 
of the Temper of the People, and 
of the Condition of the Climate 
where we live, and our Difpoſt- 
tions alter - accordingly ; juſt as 
Waters, which paſs through the 
Channels of the Earth, vary their 
'Savour with the Veins of the 
Soyls through which they flide. 
In a corrupt- Place, *tis an eaſe 
ching to be corrupted ; and one 
great Reaſon is, becauſe the Know- 
ledge of a Netghbour's Vices 1s 
apt to breed in another an Inclina- 
tion to the ſame Evils; it worketh 
in another preſently and inſen- 
fſibly, 1f not a full Approbation, yet 
a leſs Diſlite of thoſe Corruptions, 
which their Eyes and Ears are uſed 
to the Senſe of:*So that when 
one comes to be familiarly ac- 
quainted with _ the Irrcligious 
8 EE Le Conr- 
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Courſes of bad ' Neighbours, he 
iS In 2 great Hazard; and 'tis 
grear odds, if he doth not mn 
time make thoſe Courſes his own 
Choice ; becauſe this 1s a great 
Encouragement to Vice, that it 
wants not a Preccdent, 

Therefore to expreſs our Cha- 
rity in this caſe, let us carctull 
obſerve that Advice of the Son of 
Sirach , Ecclus. 19. 7, 8. Rehearſe 
not unto another what is told unto 
thee, and thou ſbalt fare never the 
worſe. Whether it be friend or foe, 
talk not of other Men's Lives ; and 
if thou canſt without Offence, reveal 
them not. For Charity-ſake eve- 
ry Story 1s not to be told ; for 
though 1t be true, it may be hurt- 
ful ; though i be nothurtful in 
che firſt Report, it may: be ſo in 
the conſequence ; becauſe Fame 
is like the Cloud which the Pro- 
T2 uy 
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" pher's Seryant faw, 1 Ming. 18. 44. 


the further at ſpreads, the greater 
it grows, till there be no more 
compariſon between its Original, 
and its Increaſe, than there 1s be- 
tween the breadth of a Man's 
Hand, and the Dunenſtons of the 
Firmament ; and who can + tell 
how Miſchievous and Terrible the 
End will be ?  7he Tongue us a world 
of Iniquity,ſaith St. Fames, ch. 3.v.6. 
And tor the preventing of a great 
deal, let me recommend theſe few 
Things in ſhort co. your Charti- 
table Practice. | | 


With all poflible Art and ſpeed, 
ſtop the Mouths of thoſe, who, like 
the old Athenians, ſpend their Time. 
in nothing elſe, (tor the molt part) 
but either to tell, or to-hear fome new 
Thing, A&&. 17. 21. In ſpight of 
200d Neighbourhood, and Reli- 


gion 
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gion too, ſome will wander about 
from Houſe to Houſe, Tatlers, Buſte- 
bodies , ſpeaking Things that they 
ought not, 1 Tim. $. 13. The on- 
ly Buſineſs of ſuch idle People is, 
to lay open the Lives of others, 
to ſtain their good Name, and to 
ſpoil the Savour of that which 1s 
better than precious Ointment ; 
by caſting in ſuch dead Flies, as 
turn - the Perfume into a Stink. 
And what Injuries come by this 
Evil Practice, not only to parti- 
cular Perſons, but to whole So- 
Cict1es,1s tO to0 manifeſt. The leaſt 
1s that which Salomon mentions, 
(though that. 1s roo. great, and 
ſomerimes irreparable, ) a Whiſperer 
ſeparateth chief Friends,Prov.16.28. 
A good Remedy in this caſe 1s,ro 
turn the Ear aſide, and not ſuffer 
It to receive any hurtful Informa- 
tions.” : Such Stories are not wont. 
[C0] 
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to be told People that are deaf; 
becauſe there the Ends of the 


Whiſperer cannot be anſwered, 


”Twould be an Effcctual and Cha- 
ritable Means of deſtroying thoſe 
Works of Darkneſs, to diſcourage 
the Authors of them, by letting 
them ſee, how Unprofitable their 
Works are in the firſt Practiſe. 

If another's Sin chance to fall 
under thine Eye , expreſs your 
Charity, by laying a Mantle over 
It with a quick Hand, that it may 
not indanger the reſt by being 
expoſed to publick View. Ir 15 
thy Brother's Nakednefs that 1s 
ſeen; and where there 1s ſuch a 
ſhameful Spectacle , Love ſhould 
imitate the Piety of Noah's two 
Sons, Shem and Faphet; who, 
that they might nor caſt the leaſt 
glance upon their Father's Naked- 
neſs, went backward with a Gar- 
Ment 
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ment upon their Shoulders ; yen- 
turing rather their ſtumbling ar 
his Feet, than they would behold 
his Shame: Curſed was Cham, 
that not content to have been an 
Eyewitneſs of the Indecent Sight, 
Scoff*d at it too, and bceame 
the Proclaimer of it: | 

It the Sin be ſo manifeſt thart it 
cannot;or fo foul that it muſt nor 
be hid, expreſs your Charity by 
ſpeaking of it(and that with Pru- 
dence and Kindneſs alſo) to the 
Criminal himſelf, who is the Party 
concerned to Repent, and to mend 
his Life tor the future. The way 
to cure a Flaw, 1s not to run to 
ſuch as are whole, but to dreſs 
the Side where the Wound lieth: 
Though it be Oyl and Wine two, 
which you pour in there, the 
Smart 1s tolerable ; becauſe thie 
Operation is proper; and the _—_ 


Py 


upon Charity. 


223 
that works, 1s Charitable and 


Friendly. Other Methods are to 
be avoided, becauſe they always 
Frer, and very rarely Heal. 

After all, in ſtead of diſcove- 
ring other Men's Faults, it 1s ne- 
ceſlary for every one to look into 
his own. And 1f People would 
bur curn their Eyes homeward, 
they would find ſo much Em- 
ployment for 'them there , that 
they would have neither Necd, 
nor Leiſure to look abroad.There 
s 11 every Breaſt ſo much Nature, 
whatever there be of Grace, that 
our continual Care 1s neccflary to 
Cleanſe our ſelves from the one, 
and to Increaſe the other. Nor 
1s this poſſible to be done, bur by 
fearching narrowly into ones own 
Stace ; whach if all Inquiſitive Peo- 
ple would do, they could not bur 
diſcover preſently this one mr 

ault 
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Fault of their own; that by prying 
curiouſly after others, they have 
all along ovecrlook'd themſelves. 


XIV. 


14. So far 1s Charity from dc- 
lighting to revcal the Failings 
and Miſcarriagcs of others, that 
St. Paul gives this further Chara- 
&er of a Charitable Perſon, that 
he believeth all Things ; that 1s, all 
Things that are Good, and all 
Things that arc Reaſonable for a 
Good Man to beheve. Credulity 
at large 1s no Vartue ; or, if 1t be, 
"is no ſafe one; becauſe *tis ſo 
calic a matter to be deceiy'd ; 
eſpecially in Men, which upon the 
Weights are the moſt deceitful ; 
and becauſe it 1s ſometimes ſuch a 
woctul and calamitous Thing to be 
deceived indeed. There are many 
Dare 
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Dangers,which Rehgiort doth not 
require us to run into, by Truſt- 
ing without Reſerve ;. and the 
Queſtion may be Underterthinable; 
which of the two is moſt to be 
blamed , He that beheves every 
Thing ; or he that believes No- 
thing that 1s told him ? On cach 
hand i i not Charity, but Folly 
that is the Afccndaht. The Af o- 
ftle's meaning thetefofc s, That 
1m Caſts which are not plain and 
clear beyond juſt Reafort of 
Donbtfulneſs, rruc Chrifſtiari Chaz 
rity inclines one to believe favou- 
rably ; and to Err rather ort the 
right Hand ; by entertaining 4 
kimd Ofinion evety wher it is riot 
apparently deferycd. Sc. Paul,whio 
fo well emderſtood the Operations 
of Virtue, was ſenſible whac 850d 
Effects this is. apt to produce. ; 
iid how nawrdgly it tenderts ts 

LY 
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make the Minds and Lives of 
People cafie ; and, on the con- 
trary, how. hurtful it 1s to the 
Peace and Comfort of particular 
Men, and whole Socicties, to take 
up hard Conceits without ſuff- 
cient and plain Grounds ; to run 
away with them, and to act upon 
them. Hatreds and Miſchief fol- 
low in the end; witneſs thoſe 
Outrages which he himſelf com- 
mitted, upon his own groundleſs 
Apprchentions. He believed oncc, 
that Jeſus Chriſt was a Deceiver ; 
and thar his Diſciples were a very , 
Dangerous and Herctical Sect. 
Upon which falſe and groundleſs 
Principle, he verily thought with 
lumſelt, that he ovght to do many 
1 hings contrary to the Name of 7e- 
fus of Nazareth, A&t. 26.9. And 
how fatal and miſchievous was 


that one Thought to the Church 
ot 
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of Chriſt? What a world of Vexa-' 
tion and Miſery did. it not put 
chem to? And yer. all the while 
che People he. Perſecured were In- 
nocent; and the Perſecution was 
botron'd upon nothing, bur his 
own. pnreaſonable and- wild Pre- 
ſumptions. Thus it is,, when Men 
believe . without | Judgment and 
Candor ; belicyc Evil Things up- 
on Evil Surmiſes, and. ſide with 
Siniſter Notions,as their firſt Tma- 
nations and Paſſions ſway them. 
warn and Outrage, are the 
uſual: Conſequents ; ; Peace, and 4 
good Conſcience , and Charity, 
and whatſocycr cllc is deſirable, 
all goes. to wrack in the Storm, 
which ſometimes cannot be al- 
layed without a Sacrifice of Blood 

toc 
Now for the ndeabing in us 2 
Spirit of Charity, and for the due 
& () 2 C $- 
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expreſſing it as to this Poirir , this 
General Rule muſt be carctully 
obſerved ;, To take Things always 
in the beſt Serſe ; and never to 
give way to Hard Thoughts , 
where there is rgom for kind or 
favourable Conſtructions. ' Many 
times indeed Men's Gwlt appear-. 
cth fo foul and open, that the 
Evidence 1s too ftrong for thofe 
that are willing to be Scepticks in 
chat particular. In which caſe, 
Charity- no more requires you to 
believe contrary to your Experi- 
ence , than 1t binds you to, diſcre- 
dit the Teſtimony of all your 
Senſes. As, where Pcople at ma- 
lxciouſly every Day, i ſpighe of 
all che Charity in the World; you 
cannot but look upon them as 
very .uill Men. Burt where. the 
Matter 1s dqubtful and, uncertain, 
Charity ſhould always fe it in the 

| faireſt 
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faireſt Light or rather I ſhould 
fay, m the darkeſt Corner,to blind 
che Guilt as much as & poſlible, 
and to hide it even from our own 
Eyes. Remember the Charity of 
che Lord Jeſus upon the Croſs, 
when his Blood-thirſty Enemies 
had now done their very wortt 
againſt Him. One would havc 
thought, their Malice was open 
enough : For Pilate himſelf was 
fatished of his Innocence ; He 
knew ( ſaith the Evangeliſt ) that 
for Envy they had delivered him, 
Mart. 27. 18. And yet to cover 
their Sm in ſome tneaſure; He 
himſelf pleaded their Ignorance 
in that Charitable Prayer for them; 
Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do,Luke 23. 34. Had 
it been poſſible; he could have 
found in his Heart to have con- 
ccaled their Guilt from his Father's 
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view. -But God ' ſecth 'the ' very 
Secrets of the Heart ; all Things 
- are naked and'open to him, 'with 
whom we have 'to- do. ''But this 
1s one of God's' incommunicable 
Attributes. We -ſee at beſt but. 
through a Glaſs; a-dark and dim 
View ; andour Sight is much the 
dimmer, when we- would look 
into' Men's Breaſts, where we have 
no Glaſs at all to look:through. 
Therefore where we are left to 
Conjecture, our -Opinion ſhould 
be on the Charitable ſide; becauſe 
our Eye can have a direCt Stroke 
upon the- Principle of 'another's 
Action. - - Perhaps -1t-was Inadver- 
tency ; perhaps 1t proceeded from 
'Tgnorance+ - perhaps from -com- 
mon Humane/Frailties : Many Ex- 
cufes Charity: will help us:to find 
-out , before we need 'charge -it 
upon the Heart. HALEN 
Thus 
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- This:General Rule, of putting 
the beſt Senſe upon Men's Actions, 
being laid before you, I ſhall add 
theſe few” Particulars for the bet- 
ter Practice of 1t. Not to be 
caſic in believing the firſt Repre- 
ſentations. By our daily. Experi- 
ence: we may find, that the firſt 
Account 'of Things is commonly 
. the Falſeſt, becauſe it 1s uſually 
attended with Partiality , to poſ- 
feſs the Minds of Pcople with 
a..Prejudice. betore-hand ; it is ſo 
in Men's relating Things of others, 
eſpecially of their Superiors in 
Church or State ; Partialiry is nc- 
ver wanting there. Some have a 
fort of Itch, both in their Minds 
and Tongues, to ſpeak Evil of 
thoſe they care not for. Upon 
- which account, when an- ill Thing 
is offered: to our Belict, bctore 
Credit be given to a foul Story, 
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we ſhould conſider, Whether the 
Suggeſtion may not proceed from 
Hearts which are touch'd with 2 
Diſcaſe ſomewhar reſembling the 
Botch of Egypt, Many are apt 
to rake up hard Opinions upon 
Truſt; which is not only Uncha- 
ritable , but Unrighteous too : 
Becauſe the Party is thereby rifled 
of his Reputation at all adven- 
tures. If the Story be falſe, the 
Injuftice 1s manifeſt ; if it be bur 
probable, there 1s Probability a- 
gainſt it too; if it be er 
Uncertain, .tt is not Judgment, bur 
Partiality, that Govyerns the Bclicf 
of ut : Ka after all, if Accuſa- 
tions be enough, every Man muſt 
he at Mcrcy for his Innocence, 
though his own Conſcience ac- 
quit him. *Tis ncceſlary thexe- 
| in all ill Reports, to fufpend 
ones Perfwaſion ll the Truth 


ap- 
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appcars:; and rather to be for the 
Charitable Senſe, becauſe to be 
ſure: no Wrong is done 'in that 
caſe; whereas Judgment is Iniqui- 
ty when it paſſerh upon Surmuſe , 
and he that Suffers by the Sen- 
tence, Suffers not for his own, 
but for another's Fault ; that is, 
for another's too quick and raſh 
Judgment. 
In ſhort, That Charity may 
make us believe all the Good we 
hear, and hardly any thing but 
what 1s Good ; let it teach our 
Hearts to be in Love with Peace. 
Reports, whether they be'true or 
falſe, are diſquieting , and what- 
ever the firſt Deſign of them be, 
the End is Quarrel ; a Miſchief 
that is attended with ſuch a Train 
of 11] Conſequences, that we can- 
not be too careful ut uſing our 
utmoſt Endeayours to choak the 
rt aa ar Ori. 
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Origmal Cauſe. ' Study to be'quiet, 
and tb do your own buſt neſs, faith 
St. Paul, r1\Thell, 4. 11. If Men's 
Hearts and Hands were thus - 
neſtly and wiſely employed, 1 
would be. a conciſe, but a bly 
eftectual way of ſetting their 
Ears and Tongues much” more 
at reſt. | 


XV. 
SS 5 q 


152 The Fifteenth Character of 
- Charity 1s, That 1t hopeth all Things. 
As by che former Deſcription 
= Paul _ how we are to 
- think'as to Things preſent, or paſt ; 
ſo by this: -he 5: preſent us, = 
Thoughts we: are to entertain as 
to the futare. - - However Men be 
repreſented, or may appear, We 
muſt not deſpair of them, ' or give 


them utterly for gone, as Repro- 
bates 
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bates and Caſtaways ; undone'and 
loſt to all Ecernity.:: The Reaſons 
of this: are” taken. from the Office 
of Charity; which 18, - to do'all 
the Good: we: can 'in every -Ie- 
Ipect, 4-1. 53 - TOY 6 


1. Now,firtt, to/account aMan 
_ paſt all Recovery, '1s' the ready 
way to ſuperſede the-uſe of thoſe 
Means, which- 11 ordinary. Caſes 
are thought fit and proper -to 
bring People ro Repentance. Cha- 
rity 18 a moſt Achve- and Zealous 
Grace, eſpecially when 1t 1s con- 
cern'd about . a Soul. . No. good 
Methods are wanting there, as 
long as there are Hopes. True 
Charity 1s apt to, ufe Reprehen- 
{1ons, Reafonings, Counlels Warn- 
ings, Prayers ; every Thing: that 
the miſerable Creature needs; and 
ſometumes the greateſt — 
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lictle- enough s I am loch to lay, 
too little, Burt all is thought ſu- 
perfluvus, and to no purpoſe, in a 
Caſe that is judged deſperate : All 
Endcavours, as:well-as Hopes, are 
given over; becauſe none will 
undertake a Task, which he verily 
beheves impoſlible : It-would be 
all one, as if: he ſhould Preach or 
Pray ovet a Rock, with a vain 
Deſign to remove « out of 1ts 
Place with his Breath. Ir is a 
great Diſcouragement eveh to a 
Charitable Man, to have to do 
with thoſe, whoſe Spirits and 
Courſes are wicked, though they 
make great Profeſſions of Reli- 
gion: And their Caſe is the more 
deplorable, if: they truſt in thern- 
felyes that they are Righteous , 
while theit Hearts and Souls are 
out of frame. Yet an Hypocrite 
may be Reclaimed, though with 
| much 
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much difficutry. The Shame of 


the World, or the Gnawings of 
Conſcience , or the Melancholy 
Circumſtances of a Sick Bed, or 
the Frightful Proſpect of Hell, 
or fome. outward cxtraordinary 
Judgment, may 1n time bring hun 
to a ſenſe of his fad Confion 


Captivity and Chains bumble - 


Manaſſeb humfelf ; and one day 


bY * . 


God will be too, hard for the 
fturdieſt Sons of Belial. 


Now,as long as there are fome, 
though bur faint and glunmering 


Hopes , there are ſome Encou- 
ragements, ſuch as they be. But 
for Labour , which Men think 
will be certainly and utterly loft, 
they can find no Reaſon ; and this 
15 one great Miſchiet which comes 
by Unchaxitablencts of thys Kind, 


that it. damps the Minds and En- 


deavgurs of Men, and violently 
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hinders the carrying '6n. of the 
Cauſe of the Son of God. "4 

2. But, Secondly, more than. 
this; ſuch deſperate Perſwaſions. 
touching the forlorn State of 
others, arc a moſt powerful 
Temptation to thoſe Uncharitable 
Wretches, to Treat them with 
the extreameſt Outrage, who have 
the ill Luck to fall under their 
deadly Sentence. Witneſs thoſe 
Crucltics which have been acted 
by ſome Romaniſts, as they have 
had the Power in their Hards 
over ſuch as they are pleaſed to 
call Hereticks. How falſe ſoever 
the Prenuſles be, the Conſequence 
is Natural. For how can 'any_ 
gentle Dealings be expected by 
thoſe, who are preſumed by theſe 
Zealots to.be in a Damned State ? 
It God hath Curſed them, why 
may not they ? If. God hath con- 
ſigned 
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ſigned them to Eternal Flames; 
why may not ſuch as think ſo, 
caſt them into the Fire here? This 
chey believe, 1s but the beginning 
of God's Work; and where 1s 
che Fault, if they do like God ? 
It 1s*thus in all Caſes, where Men 
have the confidence to Uſurp 
Chriſt's Authority, and to Judge 
before the time ; whom they will, 
they Save; and whom they can, 
they Puniſh ; with this Difference, 
That in the nudit of Wrath, they 
think not, as God doth , upon 
Mercy. 

Alas ! what becomes all this 
while of the great Chriſtian Rule, 
Charity hopeth all Things? And the 
beſt it can of all Men ? Charity 
requires us to do others all the 
Good Offices which lic in our 
Power ; and when all 1s done, the 
ſame Charity doth bind us _= ro 
cave 
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leave every one to lard or fall 16 
his own Maſter. Lord ! that any 
Men ſhould proceed to that finful 
degree of Immodcration and In- 
falence, as to confine all true Re- 
ligion within a Party ; and to 
make another's Difſent the Infal- 
libte Mark of an Apoftate and Re- 
probate. *Ts well for us all, thac 
a Good God governs the World; 
that he hath the Cuftody of our 
Souls; and that he is to be the 
Judge, wha was the Redeemer of 
them : For were we to determine 
one- another's final Lot, who 1s 
there almoſt that could be faved ? 
Suppofe there were Five handred 
Parties in the World, after this 
rate it wonld be Five hundred to 
Nothing, but cvery Man would 
be Damned , becaufe each Party 
would Damn all bat it ſelf : and 
if that were Damned too by _ 

Ur- 
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hundred ninety and nine, it would 
be very great Fortune for it to 
eſcape. . Now; what 1s all this, but 
to thruſt the Lord Jeſus .out of his 
Throne,,;and for us to leap upon 
the Bench, who muſt qur ſelves 
be Arraigned .at his Tribanal ? 
In the. Name of God, let ns all 
walk by the ſame Rulc,. and hope 
che beſt of all Men. Perhaps we 
may be ſometimes miſtaken in our 
Hopes ; but an Error of that 
kind hath. an caſte Pardon, if it 
ſtands in any need: of it: I am 
ſure we can be no Loſers by our 
Charity. Our Caſe may be de- 
ſperate for want: of 1t, eſpecially 
if our Uncharitableneſs drive us 
on to kindle Eternal Fires for our 
Brethren : There the Lofs 1s likely 
to be Infimite, without any eſca- 
ping: We ſhall periſh onur-ſclves 
by the Flames. which we have 
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raiſed ; as. the King. of 'Bubwlon's 
Servants did, Nan. 3. 22. when 
they threw 5 hadrach , Meſhagh-, 
=> Abednego, 1nto the burning 
fiery, Furnace. Fudge. not, faith 
our Blefſed Saviour, has ye: be not 
ed For with what Fudpment: 
ye judoe, ye ſhall be died”; and 
_ with what Meaſure ye-mete, it ſhall 
he meaſured to you again, Mat.7:1, 2. 
St. Pau} himſelf, though- he: had 
ſach abundance of Revelations; 
yet he durſt not- take upon him 
to paſs Sentence, no not upon- 
profeſs'd: Infidels: What-have Þ to- 
do, to: judge them that- are without? 
r.Cor. 5. 12. They and all:Man- 
kind-muſt be left to God's Tribu- 
nal, who is the only Searcher of 
Hearts: the onl y Judge thar know-. 
eth Infallibly who is, or ſhall be-his. 
_ His Mercies are: infinite; his Parhs: 
arg as yet paſt finding out: His 
Ways 
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Ways: rd tut 46 our Ways, not are his 
Fhuughts as our Thoughts t Ft as 
ther Reavens dre lirngher than the 
Eanth; fo ars his Ways Aights that 
aur Ways, and his eas oe” thai ot 
Fhowugihts, Iſa: 5 5. 3; 9: hack 
mdecd afhyd& at dvcadf Penitlry 
to! his kaws; efpeciat ; under” ths 
Goſpel : Bat whenllbr fo kathy cios. 
ecſerved! to himfelf x Pow ex of 
Remittmg} the Penalty, im? ſome 
fpeciah and extraordinary Caſes. 16 
us a Secreti There: i& indeed 
bur one ovdinavy and: ftrair:Padkf 

to Haven, by Faith arid ora&'Re- 
peritance.; yet who! cart. ct; bur 
tas the Wiſdom: and: Providence 
of God may. bring ir ſs abour; 
that ſome lictle By-Parhs; iwlicecirr 
Poopte of good and honeft Mirids; 
diougtr " different! Perſwafions; 
do'g0 now; may, itf- the” end: falt 
mro the: ivady” Road?" There: F 
R 2 n- 
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indeed this Doom annexed to the 
Promulgation of the Goſpel, He 
that believeth not, ſhall be damned ; 
and yet Charity will not ſuffer us 
to paſs the Sentence of Eternal 
Ruine;, cither upon thoſe Children 
which die Unbaptized ; or upon 
that vaſt Number. of poor. well- 
meaning Heathens, who never 
heard of Chriſt ; and therefore 
lived and died 1n Infidelity. For 
ought we know, God may have 
ſome ſecret Ways of applying the 
Merits of Jeſus Chriſt to the Souls 
of ſome People, whom Cenfo- 
r:ous and Uncharitable Wretches 
look upon now,as utterly loſt and 
gone. In all Caſes we- ſhould 
judge Charitably of others, as 
hoping for a favourable Judgment 
our ſelves: And if in -our Cha- 
rity we. chance to err,'tis an Error 
on the Right Hand howevcr; and 
ne 
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rather to:be: ventured on, than a 
rigid Truth, if it be uncertain: 
In Heaven there' are. many Man- 
f16ns;' roomy 'enough to hold us 
all; if *all of 'as: will make it our 
buſineſs - co get thither. But the 
lok&-of *'my'i Neighbour's Glory 
will not 'make-any addition unto 
mine; and therefore we ' ſhould 
with, chat 'the whole World may 
be-faved: ' Tilt we are better ac- 
'quainted with: the Counſels of 
God, we: muft take hced, how 
we determine the Bounds of Men's 
Habitations 'to Eternity , or ſet 
out” their 'Lots. Remember they 
are -- your Brethren ; Men for 
whom Chriſt died, and tor whom 
God may have” Mercy im ſtore, 
whatever others raſhly think. And 
certainly you - may well attord 
them / Four Charity, whom God 
him. for ought you” know , 
| R 3 may 
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may youchfafc with Everlabng 
Salyation. 
' To expreſs then our Charity 
atight as 10 this partigular, we 
thould never quite ddpaye of any 
Men, Hor. giyvg over all. Endea- 
vonrs for them , 45 if heir Con; 
dition WEIE alrogcther deſperate ; 
bur uſe fuch Means,. as arc neee(- 
fary and proper to bring the moſt 
auſcrable Wretches to 4 Senſe of 
their true State. ' For who know- 
th, but one time or other God 
may giye a Bleſſing © our La- 
bours ? Who knoweth bur perad- 
venture: he will give ſuch Souls 
Repentance- ro the acknoylcdg- 
menc-af_thc Truth, that they may 
FccoOVCr themſelves out af the 
Snarc of the Deyil 2 \ETheſe are 
trac Expreſſions of Charity- 1n- 
deed,to. be always one. the Work 
ing band , to be full upon apply- 
| ing 
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ing.  Mcins, upon uſing Endea- 
vours, to let 'onr hearty Wiſhes 
and Prayers accompany our En- 
deayours, and fo to leave the Suc- 
ceſs of all to God ; and all Mafti- 
Jind, ofpecially our Brethren 1n 
the Corffnon Faith 5 to God's 


mcrcitul __ ': hoping and 
thinking the beſt we can of them 
to rhe very laſt. 
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16. This being ſufficiently con- 
ſidered, I come art length to. the 
Sixteenth aid laſt Charatter,which 
St. Pant gaves'.in this lis Deſcrip- 
non of Charity; that 1 Endireth 
af Things : That 1s, it tcacherh 
and helps us to be Patient under 
all our Suffcrings. Howſgever 
we fall into'd Suffering Gondinon; 
whebhce by the particular Provi- 

| = 2 denec 
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dence of God, for our Tryal and 
Correction ; or by the Rage and 
- Power of Tyrants, for Truth and 
Righteouſneſs-ſake; or by ſome 
| Infirmity,or Diſtemper i in our Na- 
'ture; or by ſome outward Con- 
ringence; or by the Wickedneſs 
of private Men ; by. their Pride, 
Covectouſneſs , Revengeful Tem- 
pers, and. the like ; or by means 
'of the different Perſwaſions, which 
others entertain about Matters of 
Religion. Whenfocyer,and how- 
ſocyer any Things happen tO Us, 
-which:are Grieyous and AfMictive. 
we. ſhould endure then; fo- as 
becomes Men trained up under a 
Suffering . Saviour, : with Temper, 
_ and. Fortitude, and petigus Conti- 
+. NUANCE IN Well-doing.. bk 

The Apoſtle hath.. very fi ty 
.placed this Character of Charity 
laſt 5- for. Pa UICNCe. 15: 2.:Virtuc 
. , 2 fhat 
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that followeth others in the Rear. 
Notwithſtanding all our Virtues, 
. our: Lot may. þe to Suffer ar. laſt ; 
and therefore we have need to be 
armed' with Patience after all. 7e 
have need of Patience, that after 
ye have done the Will of God, ye may 
receiue the Promiſe, Heb. 10. 36. 

The Truth 15, 1t 1s a Virtue that 
15 attended with a great Retinue ; 
as,-with Mcckneſs, Humility, Selt- 
- Demal, Charicy, Modeſty; Pcacc- 
- ablencfs of Mind ; Chriſtian Mag- 
nanmuty, Conſtancy, Piety, Pru- 
dence, and the like : For withour 
. theſe, it 15 impoſſible to be Patienc 
after a: Chriſtian manner, cſpecial- 
Jy when Injuries and Indignities 
are beyond the. common S$17ze: Burt 
-at. this time, I ſhall diſcourſe of :1r 
only as 1c bears relation to Cha- 
.TItY; 6 3 
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Now any ohc har duly confi. 
ders rhe” yariwous Injutics which 
are done by Men bf Unquitt and 
Remy Terpers, raay eafity dil. 
cern how -perfeQive' of Ohariry 
this Vircuc 18. | 


rt. Impanent: People arc nor fo 
much as' Friends [6 themſelves. 
Though one would think they 
were fecare 'of their own Aﬀetti- 
ons ; and their Unquittheſs ſeeths 
to argue, that they have-very In- 
tle AﬀeHion for any clfe;, yer.m 
Realicy they are their own moſt 
hartfal Enenues, Every croſs Ac- 
cidene - puts them uport che Frer.; 
and the morc attive and bufic 
their Thonghts arc, the grcarer 
fill is che Fermentatiors: Either 
Pride, of Erivy, or Coyaoutirets, 
or Intemperance ; nay,many aMnes 
bare Imagination, helps to =_ 
the 
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ghe Piſtemper of the Mind 49 
fach an high pitch, that it texmy- 
Nates ARR SE in a Symptame 
that-is_ very like «: And what 
Comfort can there be in ſuch a 
- ones Life, where there s {@ ach 
Uproar } Or what Peacc and 
Complacency can there be in a 
Mind, which upon eyery Breath 
of Air falk into an Agitation, and 
is Rolling and Reſtlels, hke the 
Waycs of. the Sea, which m a 
Tempeſt yields nothing bur Noife 
and Foam, beſides the danger of 
Shipwracks 2 Patience keeps aCalm 
upen the Coalt ; ſo that there 5 
either a pcrie& Serenity, or, at 
worſt, but a little Clo! . which 
upon deliberate Thoughts doth 
ſoon vanyh ; And by this means, 
the; reſt of the Divine Graces con- 
tec nan indifturbed Condition, 

20d Ly Soul hecames eycry day 
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more and more fruitful in Good 
"Works; like the Halcyon, ( to 
which ſome Divines have compa- 
red the Church) a Sea-Bird;whoſe 
only Breeding-time 1s in'a great 
Tranquility. | 


2. Ic were the better, if Impa- 
tient Spirits did injure none bur 
themſelves: That Wrong they are 
bound to bear, .1f they will bear 
-any thing. But the Miſchief of 
this Vice 1s, That it loyes to be 
Vexatious and Hurtful to all that 
are round about it. A petulant, 
froward piece of Carnality ; that 
is ready at hand to Avenge the 
Quarrel of every other Luſt, and 
to be an Executioner in 1ts Cauſe. 
Hence come. Malicious Deſigns ; 
Uncharitable Conſtructions; Op- 
probrious' Speeches; Revengetul 
Arts; Studied Opprefſions ; Un- 
; | | neceflary 
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neceſſary Suits at Law ; Sangui- 
nary Proceedings ; and moſt of 
thoſe Wicked and Mean Things, 
which are a Difgrace to Humane 
Nature, as well as Religion ; and 
a Nufance to all Socicties. The 
Patient Man doth nor lay and 
rhrow abour him after a ſpightful 
manner, or to bafe Ends, or with 
vile and lewd Purpoſes ; becauſe 
there 1s a Principle of true Gene- 
roſity, and a Spirit cf Fortitude 
and Conftancy which he acteth 
upon. This makes his Mind 
great, and ſets him much above 
thoſe Odious and Low Mcthods 
which are plain Arguments of a 
Mind that 1s Sordid and Degene- 
rate. | *Tis infinitely Greater ro 
bear a Wrong,than to do ict. The 
Pooreſt and moſt Contemptible 
Creature can annoy ; but *as the 
Man only, and the Chri/tian, that 

ral- 
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paſterts it by;. difdaimng to-be rio; 
ved out of hamſelt ;- eſpecially, by 
thoſe ordinary. and common Pro: 
rocations, which: arc rather Ima- 
ginary; thari Real Inaries: FE m- 
ftance ir: Words ; which arc: wonr. 
to make: as. deep, if not deeper 
Inpreflions, tharr the Hand”: Yet: 
they: neither impovernh Land; nor. 
break the:Skin+ no not that abour 
the Ear : So thar thus far there-1s: 
Real Harm done: And: if 
they touch the Souhk; (. as: fome: 
times they. do ro: rhe very Quick) 
the Fauir 1s indeed 1nt our: ſelves: 5 
hecauſe it 15 our owrr Paſſton: tha 
ſharpens them;. and makes thiew 
ready: way: to the:Heart:, Whach; 
were: 1t tortificd with Patience.,; 
would: turn it off with arr. cafie 
and: fate. Hand; as a: Bolt ſhot 
from. a weak Marrs Mouth. and 
ten . there wonld! be no! harat 
there 
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there neither. Theſe Things arc Ob- 
vious; and were 1© only for want 
of Phulofophy, thar People know 
not- how: to avoid Nettles, there 
would: be: ſome Excuſe for thoſe, 
who- have not been bleſt with: a 
Liberal Education. But the com- 
mon Reaſon: of- all Mankind. can 
tell us, that when. we are Aﬀected 
by. a Fooliſh Expreſſion, the Sting 
comes. rather from our own. Fan-- 
cy; than. from. a. few Syllables; 
and; that the Hure we feet, is 
in. the Ifnagination, that Works 
powerfully, bur. roo raſhly upon- 
the. Brurſh Appetite, to ſeek Re-- 
venge- and-:Satisfaction:for Trifles. 
Is. Ravience poſſeſs ye- your Souls, 
faith our Saviour , Luke 2x. 19% 
Ic 1s a certain way to be Eafic iz 
the-Worldi, and- ts the: World ; 
whicts Iam-fure 1s: no: lictle. piece: 
of Charny; Conſidering the vaſt: 

Dif 
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Diſadvantages which come to 
Mankind by our Boiſterous. Paſ- 
ſions, and the Common Hur . 
which one ſingle Perſon may do 
ro a great many by them; hardly 
can any particular Man endure - 
roo much : Even a Real Injury to - 
himſelf 1s to be born with Pari- 
ence, till great Charity requires 
him to ſeck for ſome Redreſs, and 
that too muſt be done with a 
Charitable Mind, and aftcr as juſt 
and as kind a manner as may be: 
And aftcr all, it ſhould be confi- 
dercd, that thc Reparation gotten 
may hot anſwer the Damage, 
wherein a Man involves himſelf 
and others, for want of Patience 
at firit. 


3- There is yet a third Reafon; 
why Charity ſhonld teach us._to- 
endure all 7 hings ; and 1t 1s taken 

tron 
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from" tht Kindnds we owe! cydn' 
thoſe our Endhucs; thit bribg-us' 
ito” Aﬀy i0H, -4R81" pertiaps* de- 
f&nedly.” AS\Oault as ty be; 
Chet 6 CPeiry  oblizeth* us" ro”. 
d6 6ur'B&t,- ro ring” them to'x' 
Scſe of theit” vicketlhaſs' that” 
ſ9! thity may bet Ie& rf 'Repdli* 
ratie&- NSW Paticrice' 15a ve 
probable wears! of iriging” þ 
abort. becatiſ® 1 15/XrHiolt- atrial 
Virtud ;«4hd the Sight of it 15 
"_ moving, vety” apt"ro/ work 
port the A Ars = IriS*ermngh 
« go Ke" a "deep" Hare on ts 
af Hearts! that" dprridt"conift of 
Irori!-or Flint, t6/ fee Men take'ir” 
paricnitly her they” dowel}, *afd* 
yet” ſtiffer for it; ifafion? is 
math” 'tithes- a miuth" {to el, 
Thing" lat” ARMhEn,; aft ir 
haity 6REn made” rhe”'S; on, 
Cruel "ſe" relefi, when kd" 
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any. Thing elſe could. ; Iris, in-\ 
deed. a.common Saying,, That by.. 
bearing. one Injuay, 0;. invite | 
end encourage vicked Pe 90. t0; load. 
yox. with more. But ſuch Inſtances 
are, very rare, where there. is a 
reuc,Scnſe of Religion, or Huma- 
nity,z. and thoſe Natures muſt 
nceds be very. foul and dreggy, - 
which take Delight and Pleaſure 
In heaping up. Injurzes-upon' Inju- 
rics :, Yet even 1n that caſc,. Time 
and 'Paticnce do. Miracles.; _ 
cauſe Conſcience, if it: ſtirs once, 
IS a, very croublclomc Thing. co. a , 
Wicked Man. , and. that. which. 
makes. the purſuing of Miſchief : 
a ,,very;' troubleſome. Work; . ſo. 
that. many. times | baſe., Imeen-., 
tions, tire of : themſelves, when the... 
Patience of an, Innocent Op preſſed 
Perſon. holds out; and. they tire. 
the, ſooner, by it. | Wunels; the 
great 
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gfcr Chihges whith” were mite 
ite Migdsbf Perſecutors, chiefly,” 
if 'not merely; by the Wond:rful 
Patigce 'of Chri MH" 3n the Pris 
mitive Ages.” '7; Thertt the” Preſi-, 
dint of Une To ſefit afit  Exriperok. 
Prajan. word,” That he. ras ny, 
Wear , W220 Proce PR ve CY 
aZahnft rhe GplileanF as. 17 
Chriſtians were chen' 'commonly*. 
caſted:*) Their Invincible Cou- 
rape, "and Conſtancy, and Calm- 
nefs* of "Minds, notwithſtanding, 
alf their ſharpeſt Sufferings,” made * 
milticudes' of the Heathens, not 
orily wear + "of Perſecating them; :* 
: weaty:too of their own Prin- - 
intes;; for they concluded, that” 
Rfgion was” erp God indeed; 
for *which*fach vaſt Numbers 6f | 
n and Women -did ſuffer the 
mbft exquiiſi tc Torinents with un- 
ſhaken” Minds. '2nd everine of 
ED 2 2 Tem- 
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Temper. Wrhout, any, Tranſport.. 
5 & by 6 for; thei, 


Tar CF a 
ny vl Eff hes Ir, was ghe Thing; 
7 en y Than oh 


ſianity ). when 1 {aw 
uh 7 ql [c Ne 
ana. Death EW F dylub tboy 
wn ta Jac, People ſhoe, 
dneſs f aud the, Jane 
3195 it. cancerns 
"4, fol trons. Pevens .19. 
XcIT j Un congq Hr 
ble. Breen: os all.. ©: 4 
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t his.caads,, ite eycn..of i 
Engnaics. ,, 10. that 1 \ nee a 
ſecponyl l cit,N on meſes 5; 
Fog. W Foal On. t Vo! licigk 
Ia uljan,. hatgd. Ih... 
ſtianuy., {0;, many. 153 / 
its \Profedlrs, fro being, PIE AP; 


Death, boca char, "PaticngK of} 
—* wrought 
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ouphe ſich " Gendeful Feats 
mpon the*Heatts of ,the veiy Pa- 
gates. | Where  Patienice'4iS, thiete 
1s God ; the Po owkr and'Spi pirtt of 
God: And who "knpweth kow 
fooh, and how powerflilly "chit 
Holy Spirit may work upon the 
Hearts eveh of the Children” 'of 
Difobedience. 421 

I told you before, That the Lay 
of Charity” tics us t6 Endart 4 
ba with Parictict ;* however 

Troubles'c6me upon us, whethet 
by the Injuftice” ahd. oa Mg 
ſome; or by means of the 
rent Perſwalions of others, taon- 
crting Matters of Religion! Ahl 
before I ſhut up this Pifcourſe, it 
will be neceſlary for me_to fay 
Ibhrierhing Upon char, Voing of 
Chatir 
ry of o "ray FE ew vattlh 
Prejudicia ir is” co the Peace atid 
S I Intc- 
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Intereſt, 2nly 106, particular 
Perſons, b ne dragh f blick SLate, 
that. EYcn, thoſe W. Om; We may 
reaſonably. Preliune to. be Pipus 

and, Sincere. ;Chriſtiaps ,” cannor 

differ .irþ..ch or Judgments as to 
ſome Opimnons' that arg 1n Vogue; 
but. on, cach, fide, they are, ve- 
ry hardly chought | and very 
hardly ſpoke of. - Nay, , as if the 
Perecutions ; of, of Tongue Fer 
not keen CN ugh , [2 nch art 
tablenels of 1 leady ople” hath 
proceeded © £9. . Confilcanions and 
Flames alto. _ 

Before, TY 20. ON. Upon 9 
Theme, I';mult _ ly. down. theſe 
wo. Cautagns ; "Eo 


'R. . That on CY; not e's upon. ms 
co Preſcribe to the Civil 'M 
ſtrate, whoſe, Office. It, 15; to Ws 
BET the Gogg Py the whole Nor 
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munity ; what 1s moſt Neceſſary or 
Prudent tor him, whether to per- 
mur, or to prohibit Differences. of 
Opmion, I do nor preſume. to De- 
fine here. Nor, _ | 
2. Is it my Meaning , That 


all Opinions ſhould paſs abroad 


without 'Lett or. Contradiction, 
rhough they dircctly tend, ſome 
of them, to Subvert the  Foun- 
dation of 'the common Chriftian 
Faith, or to corrupt Good Man- 
ners, or to deftroy.or injure Hu- 
mane Societies. _ .. dh 


But when Men are nor Legiſla- 
tors for others, bur Judges for 


« * 


themſelves only ; when Points are | 


knorry* and Dyſputable, and hard 


to. be  clearly., determined ;, and 
when Opinions, are. harmleſs c- 
nough,cſpecially while they Jodge 
in. the Minds of peaccable and 
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modeſt Men; We ſhould \ CPF. po 


out Charity © cach other, 
Jowing EVETY GNC "the «bf 
His own private Judgment, WI 
out denying thoſe of a differen. 
Perſwaſion tram us , either our 
OMMUNIon, Or qur Aﬀections, 
Tis. unreaſonable 9 make Opt- 
nions Arguments tO et, up { TU 4 
el arty ; and ro ule the 
as th Meng Gilead did the gums 
Shibholeth, Juds. 112. 6. for a Note 
BE Sh therveens a Frien, 
and an Enemy. © Opinions Thoul, 
keep their own proper Station 1n 
the Brain, vio Tang .thc 
Heart ; and <h IO 1N ons Fon 
We have va jOls' Perſw (a Dons, 
che Mcmbers. of the B yy uy Net 


yarious Uſes and O Y 
| Chin tan ( Ch parity Pats [2 Q 
one .omfmon'S | tO, 

iv. Influence, 1 to Copptoy fn Wt 


whole. 
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k © Dna: af. 
5 oP talk ipengan 0 Yy, 
ur aaa] Grey in cho 


- 1, Thexe ue 8+ --Bregp: any, 
Ctnes,. Ach ax ot ordingr 
aly. neceflary 9. Slyation ; and 
canſcgquently we cannot ſuppoſe 
them to be Reyealed to us gfter 
luch a cicar manner;;a8 neceflary 
[hi 8s AIC ;-.IEt theſe are for-the' 
maſt parg.theſe Noctrines which 
have mage fo mach Nouf,. and 
F Q; much " Miſ-kief in. the 
The Way 9 Heavens 

cho engugh;: ang; Falls r.be 
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By=Speculari6ns'thar are Inrricate, 
and*ſome'of' rhem hardly worth 
the' Time and Pains beſtowed on 
them'; becauſe/ the Enquiry is af- 
ter Things, that are not only rc- 
mote from our Facultics, but very 
diſtant too from our great and 
neceflary Bufneſs. And'what'do 
we':get by atFour Enquiries after 
Matters that're thus Foreign and 
Dark > Truly very litde: Perhaps 
a flight Tranſitory Glimpſe at the. 
long run, which brings ſomething 
of -preſent' Pleaſure tro 'the Fancy, 
but nothing 6f 'real Advantage ro 
the poor: Soul. © ?Tis pity indeed” 
thar Men ſhould- trifle ' away their 
precious Time*thus : Bur 1f they 
will be-at'{6 much'Pains for no-' 
ching burt'sfirdle Delight for the! 
time, methinks rs pity too, that. 
ocher wiſer Men ſhould be fo Un-. 
charitable; as-*0 begrudge pg 
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world nerd +us to 'a far Þecter 
Phce; which we are-concerncd to 
RArive how to'g2n, infimreely more 
than-*o rarn Digladiarors abotit 
Logick 'and 'Metaphyſicks,- arid to 
-ren the hazard 'of Sactificing all 
ra foohfh Quarrel, who hath the 
beſt Skill in managing the Sword's 
Point ; ' where there 18 no; need at 
all of any ſach Weapon. 'Where a 
Thing is donþtful, we ſhould farr- 
1y propoſe our Thonghts, and ot- 
fer the Reaſons for them; and'fo 
ler it reſt, with Hearts full of Cha- 
rity on both fides. I\ doubt not 
but many good Chriſtians have 
arrwved' at the Gate of Paradiſe, 
notwithſtanding ſome ſhght Ex- 
rots they happen'd to,cntertain by 
the way. As long as 'ani Error 
doth not hure the Foundation, 
nor © gives Encoutagettient to” a 
Wicked Life, nor deftroys *Cha- 

70 rity ; 
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ries L do not. ET Tg 
= 1 ſo}, caring 
*3 ginughng Tit hes he lo 
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by Hi Dactrines, arc. not- 


equa necallary, and,manmfal};, ſo- 


all Meg's Arprehenſiqus. aje.nog of. 
an ggyal,Capaciy, , nor.theinQp- 


Poremryjfin and .Mcans of, Know : 


cnc into, that, mee, Diſpure, (whe- 


Map ive, in.naore Ew 


with. 


ledge, Hal neithes. I will” not. 


ther. al Damp axe .cqual.2r 24h 
certain,..tha t: the-morc-on, ſhe A 
ig " ba yrnt Are, ge 


Tunes,;,0r.be.;blels'd..with. 4 
SR bpaerR: or. be turniſh'd .. 
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rs uſeful Books £ ow! may. 
lt'a better Method, or y + 

encouraged? with=&rtatcr Re! 
Des or may "ſearch < Mar. 


ters $"\vrith, more -Itfij partixh 31 nd 
fretdont' of PHSi&he, JJDfvers: 
ways it happeneth, that as -oNE" 
Man exccedeth anorher in Starure, 
ſo'one: -Man 'xecllcrh another: in 
Knowkdze' r60: And would” it 
nor bc' monſtrous 'Inpatierce; Hor ; 
to erllire to ſee: anothicr's SPllk © 
And"to" fall foul 4 upon hith'"'be-+ 
cauſe he LI not*of ah equal 


becatife Fr 1s hot® of the ae 2 
Aſpect, -of the"'ſx © Feattrres "tg - 
Lineaments With his NeighBofir*: 43. 
Why, the' Uncharitblent TW (90h 
when one quatfels Wit "4hi5ther" b 
becauſe he harktndt the Hakietpireh 
of Underftandiris with 'hisN ele 
bour! ind betiufa ks! is! 


O'S? tae 
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the fame: Meaſure in! his-Capac” 
ties; andof xheſarhe Judgment in” 
all Things! He:-ntdy-ietuly love 
God; and-Godi may: everlaſtinghy* 
loye: his FD though His 'Senſe Sic l8: wid 
Controverſ1&:be.- different: freny? 
ahochers,;:who- loves; and! is belec# 
ved of: God too': :Atiibeſt we fe 
bur- throbgh'a Glafs';': and ite 
Sighe 'is: very idimincomparifoRs 
It may. happen that) ones Eye-may! 
be. naturally/|veryi-weak, tharihes 
cannot no: not: by the help: of che'! 
Glaſs, ſee:Things io :well'as ans-"' 
ther doth::: Or pethaps there may? 
be a lite Habitual Prejudiceſin® 
the- caſe; iwhich like an Eye'rroh- 
bled with-'the Jaundiſep may: difoS 
eolour-the:Objedts:' and: preſent it 
tothe Underſtanding-with a' lietle: 
TinQurewpon/it: Qr:though the?s 
Senſe 3t- ſelf be ſound'.and leap! 
yet there: niayi be :fome Specks s W 
WR the 
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the, very Glaſs Andithe:Reſide: 
ok. all: is:xþ4s); Elida ardav;- ths; 
very: beſt; buv/Mer,-Ffbbjcarmwo Ed: 
rofs: -afid}:;Muappretianiobs: An 
why: foul youibedinchancabie! 
to:afothes; :Mhn,-indi:nor bay} 
with: his: Infiemisies] bbeauſe:God:: 
bath madetiim a Man, jand riot 4 
Angel --;Jn; het? one: Man feceh 
mer;and. further'.thananocthets;c 
mycee on anpeh by: to?! 
6:lmpatictit-andlinc aricabletofc: 
this; would bi facho@rwolcy; as”. 
if 1-ſhouldcut off: his:Headt be: 
caule. 1t-,:28 :mgher : than! mine;: 
OWN: 1914 1:03:84 9l73! E 9G 
\Betore;] Jet this Confidertmion!: 
80, bb; canndth bu] Refledbiinpbnlc! 
the Wretchtd& Unthadiebldacs 63 
theſe] whe! arccf0owt)ofÞ phtierieo 3 
atall Diffentingd in'Robgion; hae? 
they. .&v&:kilMen #0riiÞIcrefiypc 
whawverrGenfdres! ſuck deſutrey? 
ap! they 
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they ought to be Spiritual ; and 
ſuch Cenſures are Charitable. I 
will add, that whatever a Prince 
may - do 1n ſuch a caſe, to ſecure 
the 'publick Peace, which- he is 
bound in Conſcience to ptovide 
for-; yct for Herefic alone, and if 
t be not. aggravated with any 
Criminal Actions, he ought not 
co inflict upon any the Puniſhment 
of Death. The firſt Inftance we 
find of this Nature, was the kil- 
ling of Priſcilian and his Accom- 
plices about the Year 385 : But it 
was done by Maximns that Crucl 
Prince, that deſtroyed fome Here- 
ticks, and Catholicks too, without 
Diſcrimination. And Sulpttious 
Severus gives this Account of the 
Fact :* Hoc modo homies Lute in- 
dipniffemi peſſimo exempls necati 
ſunt'; * Though the Men dcferv'd 
*-not'to ſce the Light, yer the kil- 
PETS, T *ling 
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< ling of. them was, a moſt Evil 
«* Example. An Example: that! in 
latter Ages hath been: ſcandalouſly. 
followed by the Church of Rome 5 
and 'tis the:more to..be Lamentcd; 
becauſe ſame furious; Proteſtants 
followed. it too. .. The Burning of 
Servetys at Geneva Was a; Fact 
which the beſt; Men of the Refor- 
mation: would neyer go about to 
Juſtifie;: And the; Author 'of ;the 
Hiſtory. of the Council: of Zrent 
tell us ;; 14 was 6 the: Admiration. of 
many; that the Firfl Reformers did 
ſhed Blood in the Cauſe of Religion. 
The'- Truth: is, ſuch. is the Spirig 
and :Genius of Right Chriſtiaruey, 
that /1t . fayours of. nothing... but 
what.is Purc and Defircable; fach 
as Meckneſs, Patience, Humuhty, 
Goodnicſs.:: And; with theſe 'moſt 
amiable,,Virtuesz Love; Charity, 
Peaccablencſs, Moderation, _ 
neſs 
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nels, Mercy, and great Tender: 
neſs” "of Temper. Though Cha- 
rity - 1t, ſelf may ſometimes hold 
out a Rod, to terrific People from 
thoſe Scandalous Diſorders, which 
Kindneſs alone 1 cannot many times 
put a ſtop ro; ycr.to- Vindicate 
even 'the true Faith with the cut- 
ting * Arguttients of Stegl,” 'Or by 
the” Tormients of .. the *Stak Cl 13 4 
Si rather, of a Barbatoys, than 
ey F10US 'and Chriſtian” Mind. 
Sach urhing arid Flaming Zcal 
as this, the geritle Spirit of Chriſt 
doth, riot Single." 


+ Rive how.” -ctided, "Y « Con: 
dzrdtidh of thoſe things, which I 
propoſed © at my Entrance Upois 
this Diſcourſe concernitig * parity, 
and tf the moſt Uſeful {be Fu 
the moſt Practical ) Part of. it ; 1 
have; "3s hear'as 1 could; trod b 

T 3 the 
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the Steps of St. Paul himſelf, who 
left us no leſs than Fifteen ſeveral 
Characters of Charity, as a parti- 
cular Dire&tion for us, how to 
exprefs this moſt Neceffary, Chri- 
ftian, and Comprehenſive Virtue. 
It 1s, one great Argument of the 
Truth of Chriſtianity, that as its 
Doftrines are Reconcileable unto, 
fo the Duties of it are Founded 
upon the beſt Reaſor ; and are for 
the moſt part adapted to the Ne- 
ceflities and Intereſts of Humane 
Societies. This particular Dut 

of Charity 15 one, without whic 

Societies cannot poſlibly ſubfiſt ; 
not in that happy Condition, to 
be ſure, which Chriftiantry hath 
an Eye upon 1n the Dunes it lays 
before us ; if we were fo wiſe, as 
ro confider and ſee where our 
Real Good lieth, even 1n this 
World. The Motions whether 
| or 
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or Virtue, or Vice, carry a great 
Stroke with them; and affect not 
our ſelves only, but thoſe alſo 
chat are round about us. - And 
when the Apoſtle delineated: this 
Virtue, Charity, it was upon great 
Conſideration, both of the-Good 
Effects which attend it, and of 
thoſe very Evil Conſequences 
whuch follow the ſeveral Vices to 
which Charity ſtands in oppoſition, 
and they to it. Hence it was,that 
in ſhewing you the ſeveral ways 
of cxpreſling your Charity, T was 
concerned of courſe, and nece(- 
ſity, to take ſome Notice of thoſe 
CH and Conſequences , 
W 


ich Argue the great Reaſona- 


bleneſs of your Practice as to this 


particular. And hence too it was, 
that in ſpeaking of thoſe Opera- 
tions, I have uſed all poſſible 
Plainnefs for every ones Convi- 
T R &ion ; 
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ftion ; and. this, ,1n .purſyancg of 
St. Paul's great Deſign, co bring all 
our Hearts to aright Chriſhan, and 
Charinable Temper ; , the Thing 
that is above all Things; the Thing 
that-. we muſt mind. very. dili- 
gently, if we cxpect cycr. to. be 
ſaved. 

We muſt not think ro preſcribe 
ro Our - {clyes the Way to Salva- 
tion ;, but we muſt take the Con- 
ditions of it at the Hand of God, 
who alone hath a Right and 
Power to: propoſe them; and who 
alone. knoweth which is che beſt 
way for us. And Charity js the 
Way that hc hath laid out before 
us .in the Holy ;Scriptuxe ; The 
ſame , Jeſus Chriſt,, thar- hath 
brought Life and Tmmortality ro 
Light chrough, the Goſpel,: hath 
alſo, reycalcd: this as a, Means of 
pringin us, to. that Life. Inmor: 
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al; -So thar we, muſt rake the 
*whole" Revelation As It. 15; and as 
'well. make” the one part of it the 
' Meaſure of 'our Practice,” as we 
make ' the 'other- the Ground of 


"our Faith and Hopes ; ' becauſe. 


the ' very fame Revelation which 


'gives us Authority to. believe a 


farure Bleſſed Srare, ſhews us like- 
wiſe the Necellity of a Charirable 


Temper in order to.it. | There is 


one and the fame Warrant for 


both ; and for that' reaſon we 


muſt believe both, or neither. 
Indeed *tis very Suſpicious, that 


 Uncharitable People b bcheve: very 
lictle of God;*and a future'Starte, 
. eat they pretend) ar leaſt 


they think not of theſe Things 
with chat Seriouſneſs 'and Inten- 
tion of Mind, which is neceſſary 
to prepare them for 'the Practice 
of Charity :.' For ſuch "Divine 
Ta Thoughts 
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Thoughts could not but affect 
them, and work powerfully upon 
them , did they really belicye, 
(what is moſt certainly true) that 
by wanting Charity, they muſt 
nceds come ſhort of Heaven. 
Charity 1s as indiſpenſably ne- 
ecflary as Faith, or as any other 
A& of Religion. And that we 
may apply our Hearts in good 
carneſt to the Study and Exerciſe 
of it, let us at the cloſe of the 
Subject conſider briefly this one 
Thing only, befzdes thoſe Motives 
which have been conſidered al- 
rcady.; Namely, What an Vncom- 
fortaþſe Condition People of Un- 
charitable Spirits involye them- 
ſelves in continually, How great 
ſoever their Health, or Strengrh,or 
Fortunes, or their other outward 
Enjoyments may be, they are the 
moſt miſerable Pcople in the 
THE World ; 
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World ; becauſe all this while 
they are in an Unpardon'd State : 
They go about with all cheir Sins 
bound, and in danger of Eccrnal 
Damnation eyery moment ; for 
God is their Enemy, and they his. 

'The Words of our Saviour are 
plain, Matth. 6. 15, If ye forgive 
not Men their Treſpaſſes , neither 
wil your Father forgive your Treſpaſ- 
ſes. And to the ſame purpoſe 
faith the Diſciple of his Boſom, 
1 John 3. 14. He that loveth not 
his Brother,abideth in Death. Hence 
it follows, that the Ordinances of 
God, though they be the ſtanding 
Means of Grace and Salyation, do 
ſuch Uncharitable People no man- 
ner of Good, but Hurt rather ; 
which 1s a great addition to their 
Miſery. The Hearing of God's 
Word doth but increaſe their 
Guilt. The Sacraments of Chriſt's 
Body 
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Body and Blood are. like Poiſgn 
to their Souls; and *their ver 

Prayers, which of All People they 
have moſt need to ſend ap unto 
Heaven day and night, arc {6 far 
from availing then, that they are 
turned into Abomiiation, Proy.28.5. 
And what if Death. ſhould ſur- 
priſe ſuch Pcople' unawares, ſirch 
Accidents do commonly happen; 

nor 1s any Man ſecure, bur his 
Turn ſhall be the next, to drop 
into. the Grave on a ſudden. And 
what. a deſperate Condition doth 
he drop into , who falls thus un- 
awares with his Conſcience bur- 
dencd with ſuch a heavy Sin, and 
in a State of Ennuty againſt the 
Laws of God, and againſt the 
Saviour of the World? TI: bad 
been good for that Man, had he not 
been Yor, BAC 26, 23, - 


But 


/ 
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_ But *cis :moxe, than probable, 
that Uncharitable Wretches el- 
dom think of Dying, much leſs 
of dying aſudden Death; though 
Apoplexics, and uncxpected Acci- 
dents. happen every where,and are 
Daily Monitors : to us all. Let 
ther preſume then, that + ſome 
Lingering Diſcaſe will ſeize them 
at the laſt, and allow them ſome 
Time, to prepare for another Lite. 
But what if they have not an 
Heart to Prepare themſelves duly 
then, though they may have 
Time? Tis poſſible for Men to 
Sin away the Grace of God, and 
the Day of Salvation. ”Tis poſ- 
{ible to harden the Heart fo, as to 
render it Uncapable of Good Im- 
preſhons. ?Tis. poſlible alſo to pro- 
voke the Holy. and Juſt God, to 
ſuch an. high degree, -as that he 
will refuſe to Soften and Intender 
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it, and to liſten to their Cries, 
that would not call upon him 
while he was near. They are 
dreadful Threatnings, Prov.1. from 
Verſ. 24. to Verſ. 3o. Becauſe I 


have called, and ye refuſed ; I have. 


firerched out my Hand, and no Man 
regarded it. But ye have ſet at 
nought all my Counſel, and would 
none of my Reproof. I alſo will laugh 
at your Calamity, and will mock when 
your Fear cometh. When your Fear 
cometh as Deſolation, and your De- 
firuftion cometh as a Whirlwind ; 
when Diſtreſs and Anguiſh cometh 
#pon you. Then ſhall they call upon 
me, but I will not anſwer ;, they ſhall 
ſeek me early, but they ſhall not find 
me : For that they hated Knowledge, 
and did not chooſe the Fear of the 
Lord. Thus 1 fear 1s the uſual Re- 
ſult of Habitual Wickedncſs; and 
cſpecially of Men's living in a 

| courſe 
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courſe and habit of Uncharitable- 
neſs ; becauſe it 1s a Sin (or ra- 
ther a Complication of. Sins) ſo 
Diametrically oppoſite to the 
Laws of Jeſus Chriſt, and to the 
Spirit of his Religion, that of all 
others now, it ſcemerh to come 
the neareſt to the very Sin againſt | 
the Holy Ghoft. | 

But ſuppoſe ſuch People ſhould 
at laſt expreſs ſome Grief and Sor- 
row. for their Wicked Temper, 
and for thofe mamfold Injuries 
and Miſchiefs, which are the uſual 
Effects of Uncharitableneſs ; yet 
who can tell, whether this Sor- 
row proceedeth from the Love 
of God, and from a true Senſe 
and Hatred of the Sin ; or whe- 
ther it doth not come merely 
from an Apprehenſion of thoſc 
Torments whereof their Conſci- 
ences are now afraid ? It it be 
only 
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only the Fear of Puthiſhmcne which 
extorterk thoſe Expreſſi 10ns, this is 
very Gnliftent with an Evil Mind; 
that would *t& over the ſame Sins 
again, could they bit renew theit 
Lives. * And therefore this Sor- 
row 1s no, betrer thin Nothing in 
God's Account ; "Becauſe It is not 
ſuch 4 Godly S orrOÞ, £2 worketh, Re: 
pentance ztO. Salvation not. to be 
repented of, 2 Cor.7.16.7 
""LECRNE granted, Laſtly, Thit 
the Sorrow 1s Geridine and Sin- 
cere, yet little Comfort can come 
by it-to the Dying: Perſon , be- 
cauſe he hath no Time now ©o try; 
whether his Mind'be changed in- 
deed, and whether he be become a 
New Man, and a New Creatute. 
So that at the beſt his Caſe is vety 
bad, becauſe, though he be. a 
True Penitent, yet it 15 more than 
| he knows ; and conſcqueritly - 
ENCE 
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;2laqut1es gers he expo- 
hh i array, Go 
, Therefore, .at,; deeply. concerns 
Us. all, to _ Wiſe ; in... time, 
Lo! macnd 1N + IMC. fo. 'Subduc 
and R Regie. our Diſpoſitions ns 
1Me;, ; and: 20j,ncw-mould -our 
TS, =_ a Reſemblance of thac 
Holy, and Excellent. Being, who is 
a.:God. of . Compaſſion, the. Father 
of. Mercics,;. the Author of Pcace, 
and.the Loveriof Concord. Mcn 
May fancy what as pleaſe ; = 
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I rake it for a certain Truth, that 
according as our T _ are, either 
Good or Evil, ſo God loves or hates 


us; and ſo our Portion will be ar 


the laſt. If any Man have not the 
Spirit of Chriſt, ( that is, "the Diſ- 
pofition. and Temper 'of *Chrift 
he is none of his, faith St. Paul, 
Rom. 8.9. And what was Chriff's 
Spirit, bur a Spirit of Love ? His 
Doctrines tended to Peace and 
Charity. His Miracles were Cha- 
ritable ; he ſhewed his Power, as 
God doth, in doing Works of 
Pity and Compaſſion : He went 
about doing Good, And when his 
Hands and Feet were now Natled 
co the Croſs, and hindred from 
doing any more, he employed his 
Tongue and Heart in a Work of 


the greaceft Charity of all; in 


ſending up a Charitable Prayer 
for the Pardon of Is Enertves. 
Here 
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Here then 1s the Pattern that 
we muſt folow, if we expect any 
Benefit by his Crucifixion : As ot- 
ten as we /ook on him, whom they 
pierced, we muſt have an Eyc up- 
on his Temper, as well as upon his 
Blood ; and we muſt make the one 
our Example, as well as lay hold 
on the other for our Peace. In 
ſtead of ſeeking the Hurt, or in- 
tending the Hurt, or wiſhing the 
Hurt of any ; we muſt apply and 
ſet our Hearts as the Lord ]cſus 
did, to do every one all the Good 
we can; and then are we his 1n- 
deed. To ſum up all then in the 
Words of St. Paul; Let all Bit- 
terneſs, and Wrath, and Anger, and 
Clamour, and Evil-ſpeaking, be put 
away from you, with all Malice. Be 
ye Kind one to another, and Tender- | 
hearted. Put on (as the Ele of : 
God, Holy gnd Beloved) Bowels of WD 
> SECS. Mercy, | 


Lo 
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Mercy , Goodnuefs, Humbleneſs of 
Mind , Meekneſs , Long-ſufſering ; 
forbearing one another , and forgiue- 
ing one another : If auy Man baue 
a Quarrel againſt any ; evex as Ebrift 
forgave you, fo alſo do ye. And 
above all thefe Things, put ox Eha- 
rity, which is the Bond of Perfeft- 
neſs. And let the Peace of God Rule 
in your Hearts, to the which alfa 
ye are called in one Body. Amen. 


Lord, who haſli taught us, 
F That all our. Doings without 
Charity are nothing worth ; ſexd thy 
Holy Ghoſt, and pour. into our Hearts 
that moſt excellent Gift of Chaxizy, | 
the wery Bond of Peace, and of alt 
Virtues ; without which, nhoſoeues | 
Liveth, is counted Dead before thee ; | 
Grant this for thine. only Son. Jeſus | 


Chrift's ſaks. Amen. 
AL 
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Abo Lnnighty aud Everlaſting God, 
| give -unto us the Increaſe of 
bgith, Hope, and Charity ; and thet 
we may abtain that which- thou dofi 
Promiſe, make ws to Love that which 
thou doft Command ; through eſus 
Chriſt eur Lord, Amen. 


\ Lmighty Father, who haſt Gi- 


ven thine only Son to Die 
for our Sins, and to Riſe again for 
our Fuſtification ; Grant us ſo to put 
away the Leaven of Malice and 
Wickedneſs, that we may alway 
ſerve Thee in Pureneſs of Living 
and Truth; through the Merits 
of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. 


() Almighty God, who haſt knit 


together thine Elef, in one 


Communion and Fellowſhip in the 
7 Ss - mn 
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Myſtical Body of thy Son Feſus Chriſt 
our Lord ; Grant us Grace ſo to fol- 


low thy Bleſſed Saints in all Vir- - 
tuous and Godly Living, that we ef 
may come to thoſe Unſpeakable Joys, "2 


which thou haſt Prepared for them 
that Unfeignedly love Thee, through | 
Teſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. > 


EFINIS. 


